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I.  Boston.    Old  state  house. 


1-12341 


C  ]  T  Y    OF    BO  S  T  O  . 


Ix  EoAK))  OF  Altiek^men',  Julv  17,  1.SS2. 


Ordered,  That  an  account  of  IIk-  iirncceilings  aUcnding  the  re-ilcilication 
of  llie  Old  State  lluuse  he  prci)arod  liv  tlie  Clerk  of  Conmiittecs,  under 
t'.ie  direction  of  the  Conimitiee  on  rrintiny,  and  that  fifteen  hundred 
copies  thereof  lie  printed  ;  the  expense  to  he  eliargcd  to  the  appropriation 
for  Priuting. 

Passed  in  Common  Council.  Came  up  for  eoneurrencc.  Read  and 
concurred.    Approved  by  tlie  !Mayor,   July  18,  lf>S2. 
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PRELDIINAriY  NOTE. 


The  restoration  of  the  Old  State  Ilou^e  is  an  event  of  wliich 
every  Bostonian  nniy  M'ell  l)e  proud.  The  liistory  of  tlie 
building  is  so  indissolulily  connceted  Avilh  the  most  stirrino- 
events  in  the  annals  of  the  city,  and  of  the  nation  also,  that  it 
is  a  source  of  pccuhar  gTatitication  to  know  that  the  ancient 
ediiice  has  been  saved  from  destruction,  and  will  be  handed 
down  to  future  generations  in  a  form  sid)stantially  the  same 
as  it  presented  Avhen  within  its  venerable  walls  "the  clnld 
Independoice  was  born." 

The  building  narrowly  esca^jcd  destruction  in  1876.  In 
that  year  the  leases  expired  and  an  eflbrt  was  made  to  remove 
it.  on  the  ground  that  it  was  an  obstruction  to  the  extension 
of  Devonshire  street.  The  subject  was  vigorously  discussed 
in  both  branches  of  the  City  Council,  and  resulted  in  a  com- 
promise, by  which  the  portico  o)i  the  easterly  end,  built  in 
1830,  was  removed,  and  the  space  that  it  occupied  thrown 
into  the  .street.  The  building  was  then  re-leased  for  a  term 
of  five  years. 

At  the  termination  of  the  leases  in  1881,  the  question  arose 
as  to  Avhether  tlie  liuilding  should  be  again  leased,  or  whether 
it  shoidd  be  restored  to  its  original  condhion  and  preserved 
for  public  purposes.^  The  latter  view  prevailed,  and  the 
result  is  commemorated  in  the  following  pages. 


1  For  report  of  Hcariii^rs,  see  Cit>- Document  71B,  1S81. 
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OLD  STATE  HOUSE  ];E-DEDIC  A'J'IOX. 


The  lii-toiy  of  llic  Old  Stnto  Iloii^e  is  x)  eoiniilctcly  related 
in  ]Mr.  AVhilinorc"<  oration  that  any  fiu'ther  elaluiration  of 
tile  suhjei-t  a[»r)ears  >u})erHiious  ;  hul ,  inasnuieh  as  alteni]:)ts 
have  heen  nrule  to  throw  discrcdil  n]HMi  the  elaiiiis  of  tlic 
building  to  he  a  g'enuine  rolie  of  re\ ohilionarv  and  pre- 
rcvolutionarv  times,  a  feAV  \vt>rds  on  that  })oint  may  not  he  ont 
of  ])iace. 

Tliroughont  all  the  ehanges  that  have  taken  plaec  the  Old 
State  House  has  preserved  its  original  form  more  eiosely 
than  any  other  of  the  historie  huildings  of  the  country.  The 
alterations  that  have  hccn  made  from  time  to  time  were  sueh 
as  did  not  atlV'et  the  eoirstruel ion  of  the  huilding  to  any  great 
extent,  and  the  material  in  it  to-day  is  mostly  that  which  was 
put  ipi  place  l)y  the  original  huildei's.  The  uork  of  restora- 
tion consisted  mainl}'  of  i-emoving  the  addilioirs  that  "wei'e 
made  when  tlie  huilding  was  fitted  up  for  mercantile  uses. 
The  new  work  jdaced  in  the  ljuildiiig  coir-^isted  ]n'incipally  of 
interior  tinish.  such  as  -would  naturally  re(|uire  renewal  in 
course  of  tiuic  from  the  wear  and  tear  iuei(u>utal  to  huildings 
used  for  puhlic  purposes. 

For  the  ])urpose  of  more  fully  ilhr-tiating  this  fact  it  has 
been  tliought  desirahle  to  ])resent  se\'fi-al  i'e[)roduetions  of 
old  prints  which  show  ihc  a[>pcarance  of  the  building  at 
dillerent  time>.  and  ])rove  that  the  exterior  foi-iu  of  the  old 
l)uilding  has  not  lieen  materially  chani:e(!. 

The  first  view  is  thai  given  in  Paul  lie\ cre's  engraving  of  the 
Boston  massacre,  made  about  177t).  Hiis  is  the  earliest  view 
extant,  and  is  ))arlicularly  interesting  from  the  fact  that  it  is 
the  only  which  shows  the  lion  and  the  imicorn.  The  view 
of  IIS')  i>  taken  from  the  cover  of  the  ''Boston  ^^lagazine"  for 
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.liilv  of  tli:it  year,  aii.l  shon's  a  tliglit  of  slops  leading-  to  the 
easl  door,  and  the  removal  of  tlic  lion  and  unicorn.  The 
fad  tliat  an  engTuving  of  tlie  liuilding  ^vas  clioson  to  cml)cl]isU 
ihe  title-page  of  a  popular  magazine  Avould  seem  to  sliow 
tiiat  it  was  considered  of  considerable  importance  at  that 
lime,.  .  ■ 

The  vie^v  of  1801  is  an  engraving  made  for  tlie  ''jMomorial 
History  of  InDston'"  from  a  painting  hy  J.  B.  ^Nlarston,  in  tlie 
possession  of  tlie  Historical  Society.  The  view  of  18:.'l,  from 
Hales'  survey,  shows  the  tirst  extensive  alteration.  The 
steps  had  been  removed  and  a  large  window  substituted  for 
the  door  under  the  lialcony. 

The  view  of  182G,  from  Snow's  hisloiy,  shows  that  a 
clock  Iiad  been  substituted  for  a  sun-dial.  Chimneys  also 
appear  for  the  first  time.  They  were  proliably  buili  A\lien 
tl;c  upper  portion  of  the  building  was  leased  lo  the  ^Masonic 
order.  The  view  from  Snow's  geography,  of  18o0,-  shows 
the  alterations  made  when  the  building  was  lilted  uji  for 
municipal  purj  joses.  The  upper  balcony  was  extended  across 
tlie  building,  and  was  supported  by  eight  heavy  columns, 
arranged  in  ])airs,  and  resting  upon  a  louver  balcony.  This 
view  is  the  only  one  which  shows  the  town  ][)umi),  ■which 
is  slill  remembered  by  many  of  our  older  citizens. 

Salmon's  pictui'c  of  tlu;  tire  in  1832,  and  tin-  view  from 
Bowen's  volume  of  1^38,  Itolh  show  the  building  un- 
dianged. 

TliC  A'iew  made  liy  Loring,  in  187G,  shows  the  addition  of  a 
^Mansard  roof,  and  gives  a  correcl  idea  of  the  liuilding  as  it 
appeared  when  given  over  completely  to  business  purposes. 
Slioill}-  after  thi.s  sketch  Avas  made  the  balconies  on  the 


1'2 


OLD  STATE  HOUSE  EE-DEDICATIOX. 


ea-terly  ond  Avere  rcjnoved  in  ovdov  to  Aviden  the  street.  :ind 
the  huildiiia"  then  uppcavcd  a?  sliown  in  the  view  made  in 
18S0. 

Turning  noA\"  to  the  "Washiniflon-sireet  end,  the  earliest 
view  i?  that  of  1789,  taken  from  the  'Toiyanthus. "'  This 
print  sliows  a  temporary  lialeony.  ereeled  for  the  aecomnioda- 
tion  of  General  ^A'aNhinglon  Avhen  he  reviewed  the  proeession 
in  honor  of  his  visit  to  llo>ton.  It  s1k)Avs.  also,  the  triuniphal 
arch,  which  Avas  thrown  aeross  "\Vashing1on  street.  In  this 
conncelion  a  eo})y  of  the  in-ogramme  of  the  jiroeession  is 
C'iven,  sli^hth'  reduced  in  size.  tVoni  the  oria-inal  noAv  in 
possession  of  the  I'lddic  l^iln-ar}". 

The  A  iews  of  17'Jl  and  of  1705,  lioth  from  the  "Massachu- 
setts Magazine,"  show  no  alteration  in  tl)e  luiilding. 

The  drawing  made  hy  Hunt,  and  liihograplied  l>y  Pendle- 
ton, in  183.5.  shows  a  balcony  supported  by  heavy  columns, 
and  correspo]ids  Avith  a  vicAV  given  in  the  Bewick  Company's 
map  of  same  date. 

A  lithograph  made  in  18-30  shoAvs  tliat  tlie  colu/nns  had 
been  removed,  and  a  )nodern  store  front  ]:)ut  in.  This  con- 
dition rcTuained  substantially  uneliiinged,  in  J  880. 

On  examining  these  vicAvs  it  Avill  be  seen  tlitit  llie  original 
linos  of  the  old  buikliiig  have  not  been  altei-«'d,  and  that  the 
exterior  Avails  remain  intact,  exee])t  Avliere  the  doors  and 
windoAS's  in  the  loAver  story  Avere  oilarged. 

Comparing  tlie  Old  State  House  Avitli  other  liistorie  buikl- 
ings,  as,  for  instance,  Indcjiendence  Hall,  I'hiladclpliia,  and 
Fancuil  Hall,  t]je  former  has  certainly  the  strongest  claim  to 
be  regarded  as  a  genuine  relic.  Etting's  History  of  Inde- 
]>endence  Hall  sIioavs  that  the  Avork  of  restoring  that  edifice 
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wa>  atteiulec  'ly  fur  gi-eatcr  difficulties  than  -were  met  Avitli  in 
the  Old  State  House. 

Two  views  of  Faneuil  Hall  are  here  given.  One  from  the 
"]\lassacliusetls  ^lagazinc""  sliovrs  tlie  original  huilding  as  it 
a]~ipeared  in  Iievolutionarv  days ;  tlie  other,  from  Snow's 
history,  thows  it  after  it  Avas  enlarged  in  1S0<S,  or  as  il  is 
to-dav.  A  white  line  on  the  latter  engraving  indieales  the 
outline  of  the  old  building,  and  shows  that  Hie  historic 
Faneuil  Hall  was  a  much  smaller  lutilding  than  the  present 
one  ;  in  fact,  but  a  small  portion  of  the  old  building  remains. 
Xevertheless,  no  one  questions  the  title  of  both  Inde[)en- 
dencc  Hall  and  Faneuil  Hall  to  be  venerated  as  "enuine 
relics  of  historic  times. 


rKOCEEDINGS  AT  EE-DEDICATION. 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  EE-DEDICATION. 


The  five-ye.-ivs'  lea?e  of  the  Old  Stnte  House  expired  July 
1,  1881.  In  :u)ticipaliou  of  that  event  it  was  suggested  tliat 
the  historic  interest  of  the  building  was  so  great  that  it  might 
be  desirable  to  retain  tlie  control  of,  at  least,  the  vi])per  part 
iloor  of  the  building  for  pul)lic  uses,  and  to  restore  the  wliole 
edifice  to  tlie  appearance  it  wore  a  cenluiy  ago. "  1  he  City 
Council,  after  considcral)le  discussion,  voted  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  thirty-five  thou-;ind  dollars  for  re]:>airs  on  tlic 
building,  putting  the  cliarge,  as  u-^ual,  in  the  hands  of  tbc 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  of  which  Alderman  William 
AVoolley  was  chairman  in  1881  and  1882. 

The  work  proved  greater  than  Avas  antie'ipated  ;  but  on 
June  20,  1882,  the  connnittce  was  able  to  announce  the  sub- 
stantial completion  of  theii-  laltors  (see  City  Doc.  100),  and 
to  invile  the  City  Council  to  attend  at  the  formal  transfer  of 
the  building  to  His  Honor  the  INIayor,  on  Tuesday,  July  11. 
Accordingly,  on  the  forenoon  of  that  day,  the  follo\ving  pi'o- 
ccedings  took  ]')lace,  which  are  now  published  by  order  of 
the  City  Council. 

The  ceremonies  wei'c  held  in  the  I'^ast  Hall,  occupied  in 
colonial  times  by  the  Covernor  and  Council,  afterwards  by 
the  State  Senate,  and  from  l.s;>0  to  bs-|()  \>y  the  Koard  of 
Aldei'inen.      Poiliaits    of  the    old   go\ criior.s,   A\  inthio]). 


IS  '^^  OLD  STATE  HOUSE  EE-DEDICATION. 


Endicolt,  Bel]ii)2"ham,  and  Burnet.  AVerc  kii^dly  loaned  lor 
the  oeea^ion,  bv  direction  of  Hon.  Ivobert  11.  lli^lioj),  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate.  The  ^lassaehu^etts  Historical  Society 
loaned  portraits  of  Governors  Belcher.  Joseph  Dudley,  and 
Hutchinson.  The  Puhlic  Lihi'ary  contributed  a  caricature 
of  Governor  Gage,  and  en<;nivings  of  Governors  Pownall 
and  Andros  also  hung  u})on  the  walls. 

In  the  West  Hall,  formerly  occui)ied  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  later  by  the  Goninion  Council,  M  ere  the 
superb  ptovtraits  of  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock^ 
owned  by  the  city,  and  Stuart's  portrait  of  Josiah  Quincy, 
Jr..  the  ])atriot.  Other  interesting;  )dctures  and  engravings 
adoi-ned  the  various  rooms.  The  orator  of  the  day  deli"\  ered 
bis  address  Irom  tlie  Speaker's  desk  used  in  the  old  House  of 
Keprcsentatives,  and  new  owned  by  the  ^Massacliusctts  His- 
torical Society. 

Ovring  to  the  unavoidable  a1»sence  of  Alderman  Woolley, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  the  assemblage  "was  called  to 
order  by  Alderman  Hek.sey,  who  spoke  as  follows  :  —  * 

3fr.  JSLayor,  Genilemeii  of  tlie  Cify  Council.,  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen:  — 

You  are  assembled  here  to-day  to  receive  the 
report  of  tlie  coirimiftce  to  wlioiii  was  assigned  the 
dut}'  of  renovating-  and  restoring  tlie  Old  State 
House.  The  work  is  eo]n])leted,  of  wlheh  you  liave 
the  evidence  before  you,  and  I  am  ha[)py  to  say  it 
has  Ijceii  done  within  the  estimates  and  appropria- 
tion. 
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The  work  of  restoration  has  not  l^cen  acconi- 
plishod  except  by  much  expenditure  of  time  and 
tliought  in  delvi}ig  among  old  documents  for  evi- 
dences of  what  the  building  "was  in  its  early  days; 
and  it  presents  to-day,  both  as  to  its  exterior 
and  interior,  substantially  the  same  appearance  that 
it  did  in  those  early  days  of  its  histor}'^  when  the 
noble  men,  whose  portraits  look  clown  upon  ns  here, 
walked  these  streets,  and  to  the  gathered  citizens 
within  these  historic  walls  s])oke  the  patriotic  words 
of  counsel  that  incited  them  to  deeds  of  noble  daring 
in  defence  of  national  liberty,  and  ]nade  this  countr^^ 
a  free  republic. 

•  It  would  seem  proper  that,  in  dedicating  this  build- 
ing to  ])iirposes  akin  to  those  for  which  it  was 
originally  designed,  we  should  seek  the  Divine  favor. 
I  therefore  vrill  request  the  Eev.  Dr.  I\ufus  Ellis, 
pastor  of  the  First  Church,  to  ask  a  blessing.  It 
would  seem  ap])ropriate  and  fitting  that  he,  the  pas- 
tor of  the  church  which  in  its  cxrlj  days  was  located 
in  this  immediate  vicinity,  should  thus  ofhciate.  You 
will  please  give  your  attention  wlhle  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Ellis  asks  a  blessing. 

r]?AYEi;  BY  KUEUS  ELLIS,  D.D. 

O  God  of  our  fathers,  our  dwelling-place  in  all 
generations,  v,  e  thank  Thee  for  our  goodly  heritage. 


;  1 
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Xot  without  Thee  Avoitld  we  come  togeliicr.  Obedi- 
ent to  Thy  voice  do  ayc  rcineniber  tlie  dnys  of  old. 
It  is  our  desire  and  prayer  that  hy  these  reueAvals  and 
restorations  "vve  may  so  strengthen  the  things  that 
remain,  and  so  hind  together  onr  l^est  and  most 
precious  hopes,  and  our  dearest  memories,  that  xvc 
shall  groAv  thereby  in  all  sweet  hninanities.  and  onr 
city  be,  indeed,  as  a  city  set  wpon  a  hill  whose  light 
cannot  be  hid,  whose  light  shall  shine  in  praise  and 
works  that  are  jitst  and  merciful. 

'We  l^VcXY  Thee  that  this  ancient  house  may  be  for- 
ever a  common  possession,  a  common  joy,  and  a. 
common  ])ride  of  all  those  mIiosc  homes  and  places 
of  daily  toil  are  centred  aljont  it,  and  may  it  be  a 
memorial  to  them  that  they  aj'c  citizens  of  no  mean 
city.  So  ntay  the  Lord  l^eep  the  city;  so  may  its 
walls  be  salvation  and  its  gates  praise;  and  so  for  the 
abund.ance  of  righteousness  and  love  within  its  bor- 
ders  jnay  all  the  Avails  that  are  btiilded  by  Imman 
hand>  be  consecrated;  and  may  this  be  to  us  at  last, 
in  the  brighter  Jind  better  and  holier  days,  that  city 
of  otir  Gi  od,  of  Avhicb  it  is  A\  ritten,  I  sav\'  no  temjde 
therein:  and  for  the  light  that  shines  ti})on  all  and 
upon  the  hotisc  may  there  be  nothing  iincoinmon  or 
nnclean. 

AVe  pray  this  prayer  nnto  Thee  in  His  name  Avho 
bids  us  I'cnder  \m\o  Ciesar  the  things  Avhich  are 
Casar's  and  tmto  God  the  things  A\hich  are  God's, 
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and,  in  the  woi\ls  ^vliich  Ho  lialli  laiiglit  us,  may  we 
^vitli  one  heart  and  one  yoice  say  luito  Tiiee:  Our 
Father  which  ;n't  in  llea^  cii,  IndloAved  be  Thv  iiame. 
Thy  kingdom  come,  Thy  AviU  .bc  done  on  earth  as  it 
is  hi  heaven.  Give  ns  this  day  our  dail}'  bread,  and 
forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  Ave  foi'give  tliose  that 
trespass  against  us.  And  lead  us  not  into  tcuiptation ; 
but  deliver  us  from  evil.  For  thine  is  the  kingdom, 
and  the  poA^er,  and  the  glory,  forever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

Aldennan  Heeset.  —  Ladies  and  gcntleinen, 
pei'lnqDS  to  one  memlier  of  the  city  government 
more  than  all  others  is  due  the  credit  of  Avhatever 
success  has  attended  the  restoration  of  this  buildhip'. 

o 

I  allude  to  that  member  whose  duty  and  jileasure  it 
will  be  to  address  3'ou  on  this  occasion.  It  gives 
me  great  ])leasure  to  introduce  to  3-ou  Willlvm 
H.  T\'iitt-MC)];e,  member  of  the  Connnon  Council 
from  "Ward  12. 


ADMESS  OF  AVILLL\:\r  H.  "WHITMOIIE. 


FcUov.'-members  of  tlte  Citij  Council:  — 

"We  arc  gnthei'ed  here  to-diiy  to  i-e-rledioalc  a  Lniild- 
mg  already  liallowed  by  the  ])atriotjc  contests  of 
pi-evioiis  generations.  Wc  arc  to  strengllien  a.  link 
in  tliat  cliair.  of  our  liistory  ^vliieli  connects  those  who 
resisted  the  despotism  of  the  Stuarts  ^y\ih  tliose  who 
rebelled  against  the  niisgovernmcnt  of  the  mother 
connti'v,  and  again  with  those  Avho  so  lately  fonglit 
for  the  preservation  of  the  nnit}'  of  llie  iiation.  We 
are  to  i-erncmber  that  Ave  ai'c  lienceforth  the  custo- 
dians not  only  of  Faneuil  ITall  and  the  Old  South,  so 
universally  knoAvn  at  tlic  present  da^^,  but  also  of 
that  older  and  still  more  I'evered  sjjot,  which,  after  a 
temporary  neglect  and  deca}",  is  now  to  stand  pre- 
eminent among  all  the  buildings  in  the  land. 

T  will  endeavor  to  set  forth,  with  due  citation  of 
authorities,  the  claims  of  the  Old  State  House  to  be 
the  spot  most  intimatel}'  associated  with  the  history 
of  liberty  in  this  Co]nmonA\  ealth,  and  the  right  of  the 
present  building  to  assume  to  be,  not  the  j'epresenta- 
tive  of  departed  glories,  but  their  actual  and  existing 
monument,  —  nevei'  obliterated,  never  changed  in  any 
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essential  degree,  —  as  fit  to-day  as  it  was  a  century 
ago  to  l:>e  the  glorious  theatre  of  innnortal  events. 

When  oni"  foi-efathers  established  this  town  the}'' 
found  that  Xature  had  apparently  marked  this  spot 
for  a  centre  of  the  new  setilenicnt.  A  little  projec- 
tion, of  which  our  State  street  is  the  ridge,  diyided 
the  coves  lying  north  and  south.  Tin;  land  reached 
then  as  far  as  Kilby  street  on  the  one  side,  and 
Mcrchaiits'  Ivow  on  the  oilier.  On  tlie  north  the 
Town  Doclr,  now  covered  by  Quincy  Market  and 
even  by  streets  I'arther  inland,  reached  to  the  slojies 
of  Copp's  Hill.  On  tlie  south  a  cove,  occuj)yiug 
Liberty  square  and  its  vicinity,  severed  Fort  Hill 
from. approach,  except  on  tlie  line  of  Franklin  street. 
Dh'ectiy  in  the  range,  of  this  ])oint  the  lofty  lieight 
of  Beacon  Hill  towei'ed  above  the  narrow  plain, 
through  Avhich  "Washington  street  and  Court  street 
Avere  to  be  strelclied.  Along  the  banks  of  these 
coves,  and  in  the  low  lands  between  the  three  hihs  of 
Ti'bnont,  tlie  houses  of  the  little  settlement  Avei-e  soon 
closely  clustered. 

Here,  on  the  site  since  occu])ied  by  Brazer's  build- 
ing, was  placed  the  first  meeting-house,  wherein 
from  the  beginning  the  townsmen  met  to  consult 
also  u])on  temporal  affairs. 

In  front  of  the  meeting-house  Avas  a  lot  set  apart 
for  a  marl:ct-place  as  early  as  163-J,  and  deniiitely 
recognized  as  such  in  the  Book  of  Possessions  in 
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1613.  It  was,  as  it  now  is,  the  laiul  cMic-losed  by  the 
two  arms  of  the  street,  and  its  dhneiisions  liavo  ]icver 
been  lessened.  On  tlie  sontherly  side  of  State  street 
Capt.  J\o1)ert  Iveaync  hved,  on  tlie  eoi'iier  of  our 
Washinu'ton  street,  Avith  two  neighbors  iK'tween  liini 
and  tlie  nieeting-lionse,  ■\vliik'  .Elder  Levei'ett  and 
tAvo  others  OAMied  the  remaining  lots.  On  the  nf)rtli 
side  of  State  street  John  Cogan  had  built  the  first 
shop  in  Boston,  on  the  eorner  of  AVasliington  street; 
and  down  the  street  Avere  the  lots  of  Hev.  John 
AYilson  and  seven  others.  Opposite,  on  "\Vas]/ingto}i 
street,  John  Leverett  lived  on  the  eorner,  Avith  Kich- 
ard  Parker  south  and  Avest. 

Sueh  Avere  the  first  snrromidhigs  of  this  site,'  nntil, 

'  In  SulTolk  ])ecils,  iii.,  38G.  are  the  depositions  tnken  in  July,  IGGO,  ot" 
AVilliam  Colbron,  James  Penn,  and  James  Johnson,  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
the  mt-eting-housc  lot  to  Jlohert  Thompson,  of  London,  now  of  13oston.  The 
price  paid  vas  £1C0  sterling.  The  lot  is  described  as  follows  :  "being  sixty 
sixe  foote  long  abutting  upon  a  lane  that  lieth  betweenc  the  same  &  land 
lately  appertaining  unto  Thomas  Leverett,  elder  of  said  church,  deceased,  but 
now  belonging  to  Isack  Addington,  on  the  north  ea,>t  side;  s-ixty  two  foote 
broad  abutting  njon  the  great  .streete  wherein  the  Towno  House  standetli,  on 
the  northwest  side;  sixty  four  foote  long  abutting  partly  njion  the  great 
streete  aforesaid  and  partly  upon  an  ally  that  jiasseth  betweene  the  same,  & 
the  house  6c  land  of  llmry  Thilliijs,  butcher,  on  the  south  west  side  :  & 
being  sixty  foote  broad  abutting  upon  a  lane  tliat  lieth  between  the  same 
&  the  land  lately  belonging  to  "ilobert  Scott,  deceased,  and  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  liis  relict,  on  the  soutli  east  siile." 

Thus  WL-  learn  tliat  the  lot  had  a  street  or  an  alley  on  each,  siile.  The 
north-west  alley  vas  Pudding  Lane,  ui)\e  ] )r\'on>hi re  ^tieet.  'J'hr  other 
alley-ways  are  .^till  represented  by  Cotigress  Mpuue.  In  17iJN,  in  the  li.-t  of 
streets,  etc.,  we  litid  :  "'J  he  way  Leading  from  y''  Exchange  in  King  Street, 
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in  l()iO.  the  iiieeiinL;--liouse,  Ijeir.g  decayed  and  too 
small, ^vas  sold,  and  a  iicnv  one  was  bnilt  on  the  site 
shiee  ocen])ied  l>v  doy's  Building.  The  site  was  in 
dispute,  some  Avishing  to  pnt  it  on  the  Green,  where 
the  Okl  South  stands.  AVbithro]).  i.,  318,  Avrites: 
Otiiers.  viz.,  the  tradesmen  esjxx-ially,  who  dwelt 
a"bont  the  njarhet-plaee.  desired  it  might  stand  still 
near  tlie  marhet.  lest  in  time  it  should  divert  the 
chief  trade  from  thence.''     In  the  mcetin^"--house 


passinj;  hy  Mrs,  Phillips  into  A^'^uter  street.  Pudding  Lane.  Tlie  \v;iy  Lead- 
ing from  King  Street  hy  the  House  of  Isaac  ArUling-ton,  E.-q"",  vvith  y''-  returno 
into  Pudding  Lane.  Ua/f  Square  Court."  In  1730,  Half-square  court  was 
the  lane  "from  ?ilaccarly's  corner  turning  into  Pudding  Lane."  hi  ISOO, 
llalf-square  court  vas  "the  way  round  the  buildings  back  of  the  Post 
Office." 

Tliis  original  purchaser,  Poberl  Thomi)son,  was  of  the  fanulj-  ennobled  as 
P.arons  Ilaversham.  His  sou  or  grandson,  William  Tbonipson,  of  Elsham, 
county  Lincoln,  had  a  .son  Pobert  and  a  daughter  ^lary,  wife  of  Humphrey 
Edwin,  of  St.  Albans,  county  Herts.  The  only  daugliter  of  this  last,  Eliza- 
beth Edwin,  married  Thomas  Corbett,  of  Darnhall,  county  Cliester,  and 
14tli  January,  1802,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbett  sold  to  Thonuis  Dawes,  of  P)03- 
ton  (Snif.  Deeds,  lib.  20.5,  f.  10.5),  their  building  on  State  street,  called 
Ponton  Puildings,"  and  also  the  Tliompson  ]'"arni,  in  Chelsea.  August  21, 
lS2i3  (Suff.  Deeds,  lib.  312,  f.  12.^),  si.\  of  the-  Dawes'  family  sold  an  undi- 
^ilk•d  half  of  a  lot  be(|ueatlied  to  them  by  their  grandfather,  Thomas  Dawes, 
to  .Tohn  Prazer,  for  .SI8,f;57,7.5.  Later  deeds  show  the  purchase  of  the 
remainder  at  the  same  rate.  Tiiere  is  a  plan  recorded  with  the  deed,  show- 
ing 2.'.j^S  feet  in  all,  the  lot  having  e\  idenlly  been  shorn  of  its  original  lines 
on  ]3evon>liire  .'Street  and  the  corner  on  State  street.  L'pon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Prazcr,  in  1S2S,  this  lot  canu,'  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah  Prooks,  who 
died  in  1SG7,  and  whose  children  own  it.  It  is  a  reu)arkable  fact,  that  a 
large  lot  of  land  on  State  street  should  liave  remained  so  long  in  two 
futnilies. 
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"the  g-eneral  and  groat  quarter  ooni-t-^  ai'O  kept,'" 
-wrote  Leclilortl  in  1  ()]().  'j'hat  is  to  say,  our  inci])- 
ient  Legishitnrc  and  ])riniith'e  courts  of  law  were 
there  held;  as,  of  necessity,  must  liave  l)eeii  con- 
vened all  town-meetings.  .Vt  tliat  time  there  were 
about  two  hundi'cd  and  fifty  hoiisehohlers  in  Boston, 
representing  a  pnpidati<iu  of  some  fifteen  hnndred 
persons.  Even  in  1083  only  ninety  votes  were  cast 
ill  town-meeting  to  elect  deputies,    (Sewall,  i.,  67.) 

For  more  tlian  a  qnarter  of  a  century  from  the  set- 
tlejnent  of  tlie  town  this  ])ro^■ision  was  snllicient. 
But  in  1656  Capt.  Keayne  died,  and  Ids  will  proved 
that  for  years  he  had  ])een  devising  benefits  for  liis 
fellow-tow^lsnlen.  Ivcayjie  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Ancient  and  ITonorable  Artilleiy  Company. 
His  controversy,  in  10^2,  with  Mivs.  Shei'man,  al)ont  a 
stray  pig,  Jiad  brought  the  two  houses  of  the 
magistrates  and  d(>putics  to  sucli  disputes  that  the}" 
had  resolved  to  sit  in  dillerent  chaml)ers.  (AVinthrop, 
ii.,  160.)  He  ^\  as  a  merchant,  and  had  been  se^■e]■ely 
di-sciplined  by  the  churcl)  for  trying  to  mahe  a  profit 
on  his  ventures  beyond  the  amonnt  which  the  clergy 
thought  proper.  (AA'inthrop,  i.,  813.)  AYe  need 
not  susjK'Ct  Capt.  Keayne  of  extortion,  for  theo- 
logians of  thai  date  had  liardly  escaped  from  the 
belief  that  all  interest  was  irsnry  and  all  ]))'o[it  a 
breach  of  Christian  charity.  Onr  merchant,  how- 
ever, submitted  to  discipline,  and  M'as  restored  to 
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popular  favor,  being-  elected  to  the  Legi.-^latiire, 
and  otlK-rvvise  employed  by  the  to^^■]l.  For  three 
^•ear.^  before  his  death  he  had  been  writing 
Avitli  his  own  hand  that  enormous  Avill  of  one  luin- 
dred  and  fiftv-eight  folio  pages,  no-w  preserved  on 
our  pj-obate  reeoixls.  by  which  he  disposed  of 
some  four  thousand  pounds.  —  an  enormous  fortune 
in  those  days.  AVriting  laboi'iously  and  care- 
I'ully.  evideiitly  desiring  that  his  money  should 
be  wisely  ex])ended.  Keayne  ])la]ined  various  wa3'S 
of  aiding  his  felloAV-townsmen.  One-half  of  his 
estate  y/ent  to  his  son,  the  other  to  public  uses. 
Three  hundred  p'')iinds  Avas  for  the  ToAvn  House;  one 
hundred  for  the  granary;  fifty  to  the  free  school;  fifty 
to  the  poor  of  his  church;  one  hundred  to  Harvai'd 
College;  somewhat  to  the  Artillery  Company;  many 
legacies  to  relatiyes,  friciids,  and  servants,  —  a  whim- 
sical, generous,  pathetic  will,  full  of  a  desire  to  do 
good  according  to  the  best  of  his  light. 

But  the  town  of  Boston  was  to  receive  one  gift 
Avhich  would  endure  even  to  this  day.  Thi'ce  hun- 
dred pounds  were  to  be  laid  out  in  building  a  conduit 
and  a  raarhet-place,  '*  with  some  convenient  room  or 
two  for  tlie  Courts  to  meet  in  both  in  sunnnei-  and 
wintei',  and  so  foi-  the  Townsmen  and  Connnissioncrs 
in  ihe  same  building  or  the  like,  and  a  eonyenicnt 
room  I'or  a  library,  and  a'  gallery,  or  some  other  hand- 
.some  room  for  the  elders  to  meet  in;  also  a  room  for 
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an  armoiy."  Tliere  Avas  to  be  a  ]-oom  for  merc-hanls, 
masters  of  sliips.  and  straiig'ers,  as  well  as  townsfolk. 
All  Tills.  A\"ilh  much  i'e])etilion  and  amendment,  is  set 
forth  in  the  will;  and  the  main  part  endured." 

lu  Fehruarv,  1G.jG-7.  the  Selectmen  hcgan  to  take 
action  respecting  the  legacy,  and  at  the  toAMi-meet- 
ing-  in  March,  1(357,  '*  C'apt  [Thu)nas]  Savage,  Mr 
[Anthony]  Stoddard,  Mr  [Jei-emy]  lloncliiii  and 
Mr  Ed[ward]  Hutchinson*"  were  chosen  a  conmilliec 
'"to  considei'  of  the  modell  of  the  to-wne  house  to  bee 
built,  as  concerning  the  cliarge  thereof,  and  the  most 
couvenient  place;  a*  also  to  take  the  subscriptions 
of  tlic  inhabitants  to  propagate  such  a  Imilding;  and 
seasonably  to  make  re])ort  to  a  pLd)lick  townes 
meeting."'  Kea}^le  had  suggested  Mr.  [Thomas] 
Bronghton  and  Mr.  [John]  Chtrke,  the  chirurgeon, 
as  good  persons  to  devise  apian;  but  these  others 
were  trusted  citizens. 

Although  no  jjicture  or  plan  of  this  first  Town 
House  has  been  pi'cserved,  we  can  get  a  veiy  good 
idea  of  it  from  the  papers  preserved  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Plistoiical  Society.  These  documents  Avere 
published  in  r\Iayor  \Vightmau"s  address  at  the  laying 

-  See  Ap]iciulix  I  for  :i  copy  of  lliis  will.    Uis  autograph  is 
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of  llic  corner-stone  of  the  present  City  Hall,  and  arc 
reprinted  in  Appendix  F  of  this  volume. 

The  committee  of  fonr.  perhaps,  repoi'ted  to  the 
town-meeting-,  for  ^VQ  find  that  on  the  31st  Angnst, 
1657.  Thomas  >[arshall,  Samuel  Cole  (not  Cobb,  as  is 
prhited  in  the  address),  William  Paddy,  Joshua 
ScottoAV.  and  Jeremy  Houchln  (of  v.iiorii  all  but 
Houchin  were  selectmen), ha\  ing  full  power  given 
us to  engage  the  town  for  the  paj'uient  for  tlie 
house,  appointed  Edward  Hutchinson  and  John  Hull 
commissioners  to  attend  the  work.  These  Uxo  last- 
named  agreed  Avith  Thomas  Joy  and  Bartholomew 
Bernad  to  erect  the  building  for  the  £300  of  the 
Keaync  legacy,  and  a  further  sum  of  £100,  to  be 
subscribed. 

We  find,  also,  that,  as  the  work  ]:)rogressed,  it 
was  evident  that  more  money  Avould  be  needed,  and, 
thei'efore,  some  hundred  and  four  patriotic  citizens 
contributed  the  sum  of  £3()7.ri.  As  the  final  pay- 
ment was  £080,  evidently  this  list  contains  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  all  the  donors. 

The  house  Avas  to  be  30  feet  wide  and  00  feet  long, 
set  upon  21  pillars  10  feet  high,  projecting  3  feet 
over  the  pihars  on  each  side.  Moreover  there  was  a 
walk  on  the  top,  11-  or  15  feet  wide,  with  two  turrets, 
and  balusters  and  I'ails  round  the  walk.  'J'here  M  ere 
to  be  two  ]jair  lia]f-j)accd  stairs,  and  turned  stairs  up 
into  the  walk.    We  infer  that  there  were  two  rooms, 
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0110  from  each  eiul  cliiinncT  coiainu-  towards  tlie 
coiiirO;  M'hh  a  staircase  at  each  end.  and  that  one 
of  tlicse  halis  was  siil)divided  into  t^  o  rooms.  Good 
floors,  windows,  mantle-pieces,  gutters,  and  other 
details  are  specified,  showing  that  the  town  intended 
to  have  a  good  hull  ding. 

Exactly  when  tlie  first  Town-house  was  completed 
and  occupied  does  not  ajipear  ])y  the  records,  th<»ugh 
the  contract  with  Joy  and  Bernad  sjiecihes  that  it  was 
to  be  erected  by  June  oO,  l(3.!j8,  and  covered  and 
shingled  witliin  six  weelcs  later. 

May  10,  If) IS,  the  Genei'al  Court  passed  the  fol- 
lowing order  (liec.  iv.,  p.  327)  :  ■ — 

In  answer  to  the  roqiicst  of  the  .Select  men  of  Boston,  the  court 
judgeth  it  ]neet  to  allow  unto  Boston,  for  ;nu]  towards  tlie  charges 
of  their  town  house.  Boston's  proportion  of  one  single  country  rate 
for  this  year  enstiiug,  provideil  that  suflicieiit  rooms  in  the  said 
bouse  shall  be  forever  free,  for  the  keejiing  of  all  Courts,  and  also 
that  the  phice  undei-neath  shall  be  free  foi-  all  inhabitants  in  this 
jurisclictiou  to  make  use  of  as  a  market  for  ever,  withoul  payment 
of  any  toll  or  tribute  whatsoever." 

The  Selectmen  of  Boston  voted  March  2S,  :IG.39, 
that  no  one  sliould  smolce  or  bring  a  lii'C  or  match 
under  or  about  the  To^vn-house  excepl  in  case  of 
military  exercise;  so  that  the  building  Avas  probably 
then  i-eady. 

Feb.  28,  ]G(30-01,  a  settlement  was  ordered  with 
Thomas  Joy  and  partner  "  foi"  the  l3uilding  of  the 
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to^vne-llOll-e  stayi-e  case-  and  Conduit  "  by  paying 
therefor  six  hiindi-ed  and  eight}'  ponnds,  deducting 
-\viiar  had  been  ])aid. 

Oct.  0,  16G7,  the  Legislature  ordered '"^  the  neces- 
sary full  and  suitable  rejiair  of  the  ToAvn  and  Conrt 
House  in  Boston. /b///?f7f(7  Ijij  Vac  laJe  Oaptain  Rohert 
irfa'//?^.'"  one-lialf  of  the  expense  to  be  paid  l;y  the 
country,  one-qnarter  by  the  county  of  Suffolk,  one- 
cpiarter  by  the  toAvji  of  I^oston.  May  31,  1671,  they 
ordered,  on  the  same  terms,  "  l;)y  a  fn-m  yholc  ^vall  to 
the  bottom  of  the  bi'aces,  \\-\{\\  brick  or  stone  to  re- 
pair the  Court  or  Town  House,  so  that  all  inconven- 
iences by  rotting  the  timbei's    c.  be  ])revented.'"' 

Josselyn,  v.dio  was  here  in  IGG.S,  says,  in  his 
acconiit  printed  three  years  later,  that  thei-e  is  in 
13oston  "a  Town  House  built  npon  pillars,  where 
the  Merchants  may  confer;  in  the  Chaml)ers  above, 
they  keep  their  inonthly  Conrts." 

John  Dunton.  in  IGSG,  merely  repeats  the  same 
Avords.  From  items  in  the  towji  records  it  seems 
that  Hicliard  Taylor  hired  the  shop  under  the  stairs 
at  the  west  end  of  the  Town  House  in  IGG],  and  in 
1GG9  he  obtained  an  extension  of  his  term  for  sixty- 
one  yeai's.  Jn  lG(iG  Rcjbei't  Gibbs  obtained  a  lease 
of  the  cellar  luider  the  Town  House;  and  in  IGGl 
Thomas  Lake  and  Hezekiali  Lusher  seem  to  have 
been  in  possession  of  the  east  end  of  the  cellar.  In 
1078  Samuel  Shi-impton  bonght  out  Lake's  hiterest 
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from  ]ii>  ■widow,  and  obtained  an  extension  of  the 
lease  for  thirty-nine  years.  "Oet.  28,  ](i86,  let  to 
John  Ilayward.  n()tary,  the  small  sho])  or  room  in 
tile  westerly  ejid  of  the  Town  Jlonse,  lately  oeeu- 
pied  hy  Xathaniel  ]>ai')ies,  fo]'  21  years  at.  the  rent 
of  ten  shillings  annnally." 

^Ve  may  thi-rcfore  safely  assnme  thai,  as  the 
bnilding  vras  raised  on  })illars,  the  lower  floor  'was 
partly  partitioned  olY  fjr  shops,  leaving  a  lai'ge 
spaee  for  the  daily  exehange.  As  early  as  IGG-l- 
a  hell  was  ordered  to  be  rnng  at  eleven  o'eloek 
every  Avorlving  day.  to  give  notiee  of  the  assem- 
bling there  for  o]ie  hour  of  iiierehants,  strangers, 
and  inhabitants.  In  1083  it  was  voted  ^^that  a 
note  set  iij)  nndei-  tlie  Towji  Ilonse  n})on  one  of 
the  pillars,  coneerning  the  ]>riec  of  ^^'heat,  shall  be 
sufficient  notiee  to  the  balcers  to  size  theii-  bread  by, 
according  to  law."  ^^ly  H,  1006,  "agreed  that 
tlie  market  appointed  l)y  law  should  l)e  in  and  abont 
the  Town  House,  and  be  opened  on  August  lltli, 
next." 

Upstairs  we  find  that  there  Avere  thi'ce  rooms, 
one  pi'obabiy  for  the  Go\'ernoi-  and  Council,  and 
one  for  the  Kepi'esentatiN  cs ;  aiid  natiu'ally  thei-c 
would  be  also  some  anterooms.  Althon2,h  the  iii-st 
building  covered  less  giunind  than  there  is  in  the 
present  lot,  it  was  probably  because  thei'c  was 
more  space  at  the  east  and  west  ends.    The  iirst 
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house  was  66  feet  lon.^-,  llie  pi'cseut  110,  but  the 
extra  spaee  was  i]i  the  street.  lu  fact,  the  Freuch 
map^  by  Fi-arquehn,  made  in  1603,  represents  the 
space  occupied  by  the  Town  House  to  be  as  Lu-ge 
as  tlie  present  ground. 

The  other  portions  of  Xeayne's  plans  did  not  prove 
so  pei'maneiU.  In  16S1-  and  in  169.5  mention  is  made 
of  the  Town's  Library:  but  it  was  perha].)s  lost  in 
the  fire.  1711.  As  to  his  Conduit,  we  ]<noAV  that  it 
failed  in  some  twch  e  years.  It  was  doubtless  to 
l)e  constructed  in  imittition  of  tlic  structures  then 
common  in  Kngland.  "They  are  a  l<i]id  of  stone 
cage  or  can.  under  cover  of  A'\'hic-h  the  cojiduit  l)i])e 
I'ises  to  the  to])  and  then  lets  doA\'n  its  stream; 
sometiuies  openh'  (the  cap  being  a  cage),  some- 
times unseen,  to  a  reservoir  near  the  bottom."* 
The  waste-water  was  allowed,  to  esca])e  by  paved 
gutters,  or  otherwise  to  seek  the  earth.  Doubt- 
less Captain  Kea^'ne  expected  to  utilize  the  springs 
near  his  house  as  a  sup])ly  of  water  for  dail}'  use, 
and  ''especially  in  case  of  fire.''  ]^ut  such  open 
streams  were  unsuited  to  this  climate;  and  that  feat- 
ure of  Engli-h  towns  could  not  be  imitated  here. 
In  March,  1672  (Town  Records,  ii.,  66),  it  v/as 

=A  careful  copy  of  iliis  map  is  in  our  Public  Library,  and  bcliotypcs  tlierc- 
froni  liavf;  boon  freely  issued. 

■•Prof.  William  Everett  liiis  kindly  furni&licd  tlic  above  description  from 
his  observution  in  England. 


■  ill 
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voted  that,  as  the  ^vork  '^bv  the  Providoncc  of  God 
liath  not  proved  so  iiseriil  as  ^vas  expected  and 
desired,"'  by  an  agreement  with  tlie  overseers  of 
Keayne's  Mill,  "lil^erty  was  given  to  "^[r.  Nicholas 
Pa2,"e  to  take  awav  the  bric-ks  belon^'ing  to  the 
place  intended  for  a  condnit  at  the  end  of  the  Town 
Honse,  Ijefore  his  dooi-,  })rovided  he  immediately  fdl 
the  place  even  with  the  gronnd  abont  it."  As  Page 
had  bonght  of  the  town  its  half  of  the  new  house, 
adjoining  Iveayne's  old  one,  which  K.'s  overseers 
had.  given  in  juivment  of  tiie  k^gacy,  it  is  clear  that 
the  conduit  was  pkinncd  to  be  on  the  south  tbrk  of 
State  street,  beside  the  Town-house. 


The  first  building  stood  from  IGoS  to  1711,  when 
it  was  bnrned  in  a  terrible  conllagration.  In  it  pre- 
sided Governors  Endicott.  Picllingham.  Leverett.  and 
Bradstreet,  under  the  old  chartei"  ;  x\ndros,  under  the 
orders  of  King  James:  and  Phips,  Stought(ni,  Bello- 
mont,  and  Joseph  ]3adley  under  the  new  charter. 
Through  mau}^  pei'ils  —  from  Indian  foes,  from 
Ens'hsh  tvi'annv.  and  from  (k;)mestic  treacherv  —  the 
.settlement  steadily  increased  in  population  and 
wealth  dm-ing  these  lifty-tln'ce  years.  It  is  estimated 
by  Shattuck  that  the  po[)ulation  of  Boston  was,  in 
A.D.  IGSO,  four  thousand  ii\e  hundred  p^'i'sons;  in 
A.D.  1690,  seven  thousand  persons;  in  A.D.  1700, 
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six  thousand  seven  hundred  persons;  in  A.D.  1710, 
nine  thousand  ])oi"sons. 

At  one  time,  indeed,  in  1(389,  this  Town  House  Avas 
the  centre  of  a  re\'o]ution.  In  Api'il  of  that  year 
the  colonists,  inspired  by  tlie  news  that  AYilliam  of 
Orange  liad  landed  in  I'higlaiid,  took  the  desperate 
resolve  to  rebel  against  King  James  and  Ins  gov- 
ernor here.  It  was  a  ]-asli  veiiture;  but  it  succeeded. 
T^'ithin  the  previous  yea]-  Andros,  a  veteran  soldier 
of  large  expeiicnce,  had  constructed  on  the  neighbor- 
ing height  a  fortification,  which  gave  its  name  to 
Fort  Hill.  He  had  royal  troops  under  his  command, 
and  a  ]u;in-Oi-\var  was  anchored  off  tlie  shore.  But 
the  leaders  of  the  people  assembled  at  the  Town- 
house in  Boston,  suppoi'ted  by  the  bold  and  .resolute 
freemen  of  tlie  colony,  and  in  a  single  day  tlie  royal 
authority  Avas  overthrown.'  It  should  Ijc  forevei* 
remembered  that,  although  a  like  success  iji  England 
at  the  same  time  secured  the  innnunity  of  these  Bos- 

^  In  Byfield's  Account,  reprinted  in  tlie  Andros  Tracts,  he  states  that 
Gov.  Andro-s,  having  hecn  captured  at  the  Fort,  ^vas  "conveyed  to  tlie 
Council-house,  wlicre  .Mr.  Bradstroet  and  the  rest  of  the  CIcntlenien  v  aited 
to  receive  liim."  Hntcliinson,  i.,  .?SE  says,  "A  long  declaration  was  read 
from  the  halcony  or  gallery  of  the  Town  House."  Beside  tliis  there  was  a 
broadside  issued,  subscribed  by  Wait  Winthrop,  Simon  Bradstreet,  and  thir- 
teen others,  dated  "  at  the  Tov  ii  House  in  Boston,  April  18,  ICSO,"  stating 
to  Gov.  Andros  that  •'AVe  judge  it  necessary  you  forthwith  surrender  and 
deliver  ux)  the  Government  and  Fortification,  to  be  preserved  and  disjjosed 
according  to  Order  and ,  Direction  from  the  Crown  of  England,  which 
suddenly  is  expected  may  arrive." 
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tonians.  still  the  actors  were  then  ignorant  of  tlmt 
event,  and  for  at  least  a  niunlh  they  were  o}X'n  and 
.aN'owed  ]-eljels.  >^or  can  it  he  d(,)ii1)le'd  that  the 
"whole  conrse  of  our  histoiy  was  innuensely  jnllu- 
enccd  by  the  fact  that,  when  A\  illiani  and  Mary 
ascended  the  tlirone,  they  foniid  the  ccdony  of  ]Massa- 
chnsetts  so  fa)*  distingnished  I'roni  other  colonies  as 
to  have  fonglit  independently  ibr  its  rights.  This 
old  Town-honse  was  the  i\r^t  shrine  of  libei'ty;  and 
eveiy  snbseqnent  act  can  be  clearly  shoAvn  to  1)0  the 
iiatnral  and  logical  coiiseqrience  of  that  first  uprising 
of  a  free  people. 


As  the  centre  of  the  town  this  old  hall  mnst  ha^'e 
witnessed  many  stirring  scenes.  Unfortnnately, 
until  Ave  ]'each  the  date  of  SewalFs  invalnable  Diary, 
Ave  have  no  warrant  for  the  details. 

ScAvall  (i.,  138)  notes,  under  date  of  ]May  17,1086, 
General  Court  sits  at  one  o'cloch,  I  goe  thither 
about  3.  The  Old  Government  di'aws  to  the 
jSTorth-side,  Mr.  Addington,  Capt.  Smith  and  I  sit 

at  the  I'alde,  thei-e  not  being  i-ooni  

Came  also  Capt.  of  King's  Frigot  Gov''.  Hinid}", 
Gov'.  West  and  sate  on  the  liench,  and  the  Koom 
pi'ctty  Avell  filled  a\  ith  Spectators  in  an  Instant." 
May  18,  he  mentions  a  great  Avedding  cele1)rated  at 


■V 


;ii   .IMij;  ,1.1  '! 


OLD  STATE  HOUSE  EE-DEDICATIOX. 


37 


Mr.  Shrimjivon's  byr\j  r.  JJaiulolj)]rs  chaplain,  "  when 
Prayer  was  had  at  the  Toanii  ITotisc." 

May  26.  IGSG,  lie  notes  that  Mr.  Eatelifiv  and  the 
Episcopahans  ashed  to  liavc  one  of  the  three 
clittrches  to  preaeli  in.  "  TlitU  is  denyed  and  he  is 
granted  the  East-End  of  the  Town  Ilonse,  wJiere  the 
DejJi'fics  used  to  meet,  until  those  ■\>'ho  desire  his 
^Ministry  shall  ])rovide  a  fitter  plaeo.'' 

Dec.  20,  16SG,  Gov.  Andros  ai-i'ives,  ^Hands  at 
Gov\  Eeverett's  wharf  ahont  2  P.M.  Avhen  the 
Pi'esident,  etc.,  nteet  him.  and  so  niai'ch  x\\^  throngh 
the  Guai'ds  of  the  S  Conipanyes  to  th.e  Town  House 
Avhei'e  part  of  the  Coinniission  read.'- 

Decemhei-  2."),  16SG.  ^' Governonr  goes  to  the 
Town  House  to  Service  Forenoon  and  Afternoon,  a 
Eed-Coat  going  on  his  right  hand  and  Ca]3t.  Geoi'ge 
on  the  left.''  January  31,  3G8G-7.  ''There  is  a 
meeting  at  the  Town  ITottse  forenoon  and  afternoon: 
Bell  I'uiig  for  it,  resj^ecting  the  beheading  Charles 
the  First:  Governour  there."' 

April  2G,  1GS7.  "Court  sits,  Pj-esident  in  the 
Govei-nour's  seat.  ]\Ir.  Stotighton  at  his  right  liantl, 
Col.  Shrinipton  next  him;  Mr.  LAiide  at  his  left 
hand,  r\raj()i-  I/idget  next  hint." 

From  these  notes  we  infer  tliat  before  Andros's 
time  the  Deputies  had  the  chamber  on  the  east  end. 
Afterwards  the  Supreme  Cotu't  held  its  sessions 
in  the  room   a])propi-iatcd   to   the    Governor  and 
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Council,  ^^"]lit•]l  ])roljal)ly  Avas  the  same  Ea.«t  Cliaiuljer, 
as  the  Deputies  Avere  no  part  of  the  goveniineiit 
niidei-  the  Aiidivis  adiuiiiistratioii.  Tliis  room,  hav- 
ing oiiee  hecome  tlie  property  of  the  Governor  and 
Connei],  seems  to  liave  remained  in  nse  by  them 
nntil  the  Eevolution. 

On  May  I  L  1G02,,  Sir  "^yilliam  Phips  arrived,  the 
first  governor  under  tlie  Second  or  Provincial  Cliai- 
ter.'  Sewall  wi'ites  (Diary,  i.,  360):  "Sir  AVilliam 
ari'ives  in  the  Xonsuch  Prigat :  Candles  are  lighted 
before  he  gets  into  ToAvn-honse.  Eiglit  Com])anies 
Avait  on  Hitn  to  his  house,  and  then  on  Mr.  Mather 
to  his.  Made  no  volleys  because  'twas  Satteixlay 
night.''  ''Monday,  May  16.  Eight  Companies  and 
two  from  Charlestown  guard  Sii'  William  and  his 
Councilloi'S  to  the  ToAvn-house  where  the  Connnis- 
sions  are  I'ead  and  Oaths  taken."  Boston,  at  this 
date,  liad  not  fu-  from  one  thousand  houses  and 
seven  thousand  hdiabilants  (Palfi'ey,  iv.,  136);  but 
at  the  election  of  a  representative  in  May,  1698, 

'^Palfrey  (Hist.,  iii.,  590)  thus  describes  the  seeiie  :  "From  far  and  near 
the  pooj-le  flocked  into  Boston;  tlie  govcrnnuMit,  attended  by  the  principal 
gentlemen  of  tlie  cajjitul  and  the  to\vns  around,  passed  in  procession  on 
horseback  through  llie  thoroughfares  ;  tlie  regiment  of  the  town,  and  com- 
panies and  troops  of  horse  and  foot  from  the  country,  lejit  tlieir  pon  ii  to 
the  show;  there  was  a  gfreat  dinner  at  the  Town  House  for  the  better  sort; 
wine  was  served  out  in  the  streets  ;  and  the  evening  was  nuide  noisy  with 
acclamations,  till  the  bell  rang  at  nine  o'clock,  and  families  met  to  thank 
God  at  the  domestic  altar,  for  causing  the  great  sorrow  to  pass  away,  and 
giving  a  Trotestant  King  and  Queen  to  England." 
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Avhcn  there  was  a  spirited  contest,  only  three  Imn- 
drecl  and  eighteen  votes  Avere  cast.  (Sewall,  i., 
4.80.) 

Phips's  admhiistration  lasted  only  two  years  and  a 
half,  and  is  loi-cyer  darlcened  by  the  shadoAV  of  the 
witchcraft  delusion  and  its  judicial  murders.  Hap- 
pily fur  US.  none  of  the  seiitences  were  pronounced 
in  Boston;  tlioug-h  at  the  last  court  held  here 
one  Alary  AVatkins.  a  servant,  despite  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury,  was  im[)risoned  by  order  of  the 
Court,  and  sold  into  l)ondage  in  Virginia.  (Drake, 
Hist.,  503.)  Hutchinson  (Hist.,  ii.,  Gl)  relates  that 
Dame  Mary  Phi])S,  the  governor's  wife,  was  a].)- 
plied  to  in  behalf  of  a  Avoman  held  for  trial  for 
witchcraft. 

"The  good  lady,  propria,  virtute,  granted  and 
signed  a  Avarrant  for  the  woman's  discharge,  Avhich 
was  obeyed  l\v  the  keeper,  and  the  Avoman  Ha'cs  still 
for  aught  I  know."  It  is  fair  to  conclude  that  the 
document  Avas  in  the  usual  form,  and  Avas  taken 
from  the  oflicial  papei-s  in  the  governor's  chandler. 
We  maA'  safeU'  infei'  that  in  this  buildincr  the  first 
female  goA  crnoi'  exercised  her  rights,  and  Ave  may 
rejoice  tliat  tlie  usurpation  Avas  for  the  glorious  pre- 
rogatiA  c  of  jxirdon. 

Fi'orn  Xovembci',  1G9-1,  to  June,  1702,  the  goA  crn- 
ment  Avas  mainly  in  the  hands  of  Lieut.  Governor 
Stoiighton,  though  foi-  a  year  the  Earl  of  Bellomont 
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was  the  nominal  s^,"OTernor.  Just  Ijofore  llie  arriA  al 
of  jjellomoiit.  iioAvs  ^vns  I'ecoivcd  of  Ihe  rejection 
of  several  of  our  hnvs  by  the  home  g•o^-ernmel"lt. 
Sewall  (i..  4:90)  thus  deseiibes  the  scene:  "  Drum  is 
beat  and  AlloAvance  and  Disallowance  of  the  Acts  is 
published.  Lieutenant  Governor  [Stoughton]  and 
Council  standing  in  the  Gallery.  Great  nnniy 
Auditors  beloAv." 

Sewall  records  (Diary,  i.,  -ioS),  that  on  Se|)tember 
8,  1G97,  ''the  Governonr  and  Counc-il  first  meet  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  as  it  is  now  fitted  with  ceiling, 
Glazing,  Painting,  ucav  Floor  that  I'frings  it  to  a 
Level;  ZSew  Hearth  e\  en  with  it.''  Tliis  meeting- Avas 
made  notcAvoilhy  by  the  announcement  by  Col. 
Pierce  that  limestone  had  been  discovered  at  jSTew- 
bury,  —  a  matter  of  the  highest  imjiortance,  as,  up  to 
that  time,  the  colonists  had  Ix'en  obliged  to  biu'n 
oyster-shells  for  lime.  1S\0V.  IJ,  IGDS,  a  rate  of 
£'G0  was  ordered  for  the  repairing-  of  the  Town 
House,  and  no  other  use. 

Another  day  of  excitement  in  the  old  building- 
must  have  been  that  one  in  Jtdy,  1G99,  Avhen  Captain 
AVilliarn  Ivicld  was  examined  by  Lord  Lellomont  and 
his  Council,  charged  Avith  many  notorious  piracies. 
Pesearch,  which  destro3-s  so  many  illirsions,  shows 
us  that  the  noted  pirate  was  far  from  being  so 
wicked  or  so  bloodthirsty  as  fame  rejKu-ted,  and 
certainly  reveals  a  strong  infusion  of  poltroonery  in 
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his  eliaractci".  The  muse,  liowevcr,  proiiiptlv  re- 
corded of  him:  — 

"       name  ^vas  AVilliimi  Xiild, 
As  I  sailed,  as  I  sailed, 
And  »(i>.*^  viclcedly  I  did, 
As  I  sailod." 

As  an  evidence  of  the  various  uses  to  whicli  the 
huikliug  was  put.  ^ve  find  that  in  1701, 'n^ecause  of 
the  Rain  and  Mist,"  the  election  of  captain  of  the 
Ancient  and  IIontM-alile  Artillery  Company  ^vas  lield 
in  the  To^vn-hoiise.  wlieii  the  choice  fell  njjon  Judge 
Sewall.    They  call'd  doAvn  tlie  Council  out  of  the 
Chamber  and  set  theii-  chairs  below:  Col.  Pyjichon 
gave  the  Staves  and  Ensign.    .    .    .    .    .  Drew 

out  before  Mr.  Usher'Sj  gave.tln-ec  volleys;  drew 
into  the  Towji  House  again."  Then  Rev.  Mi'.  Pem- 
bertou  pi-ayed,  and  the  comj^any  escorted  their 
comuiander  safely  houie.  So  again  in  1702,  rainy 
day,  we  exercise  on  the  Town  House  iu  tlie  Moru." 

On  May  28,  ]702,  news  ari'ived  at  Boston  of  the 
death  of  King  "William. 

''And  at  last  the  Gazette  containing  the  Proclaim- 
ing of  the  Queen  came  to  hand.  Then  we  I'csolved 
to  ];i-ochiim  her  Majesty  here.  Pegunent  drawn  uj), 
and  Life-Cruard  of  IToi'se;  Com)cil,  Pepreseiitatives, 
Ministers,  Justices,  Gentlemen,  taken  Avithin  the 
Guard.  Mr.  Secretary,  on  foot,  read  the  order  of 
the  Council,  the  ProclaTiuition  and  Queen's  Pi-ocla- 
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nintioi)  I'or  conliimin^-  C'omini^sioii.^.  ]\Lr.  Sheriir 
Gookin  g'avc  it  to  tlie  ])e(>])]e.  A'nllt'vs.  (livm.s. 
TS'eiit  into  clininLcr  to  Jriiil^."'     (Scan.-iH,  ii..  oO.) 

June  1.  ITOo.  "  Tow  u-ineeting'  is  held  in  tlu-  old 
Meetiiig-lionsc  l)('caii&e  of  tlie  Genoral  As^enilily; 
'2  }).in.  Voters  tAVo  ]iuii(lr('(l  and  six."  This  cnti'V  of 
Sewall  on  linns  our  suspicion  thai  tlio  Logislatiu'c 
had  the  iirst  claini  to  oceujiy  tlie  building-.  T]i  Mareli, 
170G-7,  the  recoi'ds  show  tliat  the  town  meeting  Avas 
held  hi  tlie  old  nieeting-honse. 

In  ]7()-J:  Ca])tain  John  Queleh  and  five  other 
pirates  Avere  tried  liere,  and  senteneed  to  Ite  hung. 
The  sentence  Avas  exeented  June  .'U).  Sewall  g"i\  es 
lis  at  this  time  the  folloAving  pieture:  ^' As  tlie 
Governor  [Dudley]  sat  at  the  Conneil-Table  'tAA  as 
told  hini  ]\radam  Paige  [liis  iiieot;' |  M  as  dead.  J  [e 
clap'd  liis  hands,  and  qui(l<ly  Avent  out,  and 
relnni'd  not  to  tlie  Chamlx-r  again;  ljut  oi'ch-i-ed 
Ml".  Seei-ctaiy  to  ]n-orogue  Ihc  C.'oiut  till  the  V'Ah  of 
August,  whieh  Z\Lv.  Sceretary  did  by  goiug  into  the 
House  of  Deputies."'    (SewrdI,  ii.,  101).) 

Scwall  i-eeords  on  Feliruary  G,  17()T-S:  "^'Queen's 
Birthday.  I  eould  not  find  il  in  iny  heai't  to  go  to 
the  Tow]i  Jlouse,  beeanse  liai'd!}'  anylliing'  is  ])V0- 
fessedlv  thei'e  done  but  di'inldng  Jl.ealths.'' 

1708-0.  d  anuary  G.  Presently  after  Leel  ure,  the 
Act  of  Parliament  reguhitiiig  Coin  is  j)ublislu'd  hy 
Beat  of  Drum  and  Soinid  ol"  Trumjjet."    (Sewall.  ii., 
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248.)  Uiidouhtedly  from  ihc  ])alc()ii}-  of  tlie  Council 
Clinin])c'r. 

Mai-eh  13,  170^-10.  "  General  Town  Meetiiio-.  :M:r. 
Cotton  Mai  hei"  went  to  Prayer;  1  stood  in  the  Lol)l)j, 
tlien  Avent  into  the    Couiieil    Chamber.  Constal)]e 

  came  to  me  and  surprised  ]ne  Avit]i  tehing  me 

that  I  was  Chosen  Modei'atcn-.  T  went  in,  a.nd  tliey 
wouhl  hiave  me  sit  on  the  Seat,  w]iie]i  I  did."  (Sewall 
ii.,  27.1.) 

From  this  entrv  it  seems  tliat  tlie  town-mectinji-s 
Avei  e  held  in  tlie  Itejji'cseinatives'  Hall,  A\  li!eh  eould 
well  hold  the  citizens,  as  the  votei's  only  mimhered 
about  two  hundred.  (3lher  entries  make  it  ])i-obable 
that  the  Suj^reme  Court  also  used,  lliat  roonv,  the 
Council  Cliamber  .sei'ving  as  a  consultation  room 
for  the  judg'cs.  ^ 

]n  1711  the  town  was  much  agitated  by  the 
aiTival  of  .some  fifteen  men-of-war  and  seven  thou- 
sand troops  destined  i'oi'  an  attach  on  Quebec. 
There  were  abundaiit  fesli\ities  and  solemn  ex- 
change of  conrtcsies  between  the  English  and  our 
local  authoi-itics.  I'lie  ignominious  failni'c  of  the  ex- 
pedition Avas  a  sad  blow  1o  ^Massachusetts,  although 
the  loss  of  lile  v\  as  confined  ]nainly  to  the  shi])s  of 
the  ])i-ili>.li  ]joi-lion  of  the  licet. 

To  add  t(j  the  general  dej)ression,  a  gi'cat  fii'e  in 
Boston  occni-rcd  "  about  7  or  8  o'cloclc  oi'  the  niirht 
between  the  2d  ajid  3d  of  October."'      It  broke  out 
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in  nn  old  Tenement  Avithin  a  back  Yai'd  in  Cornhill 
(i.e.,  onr  AVasliington  street),  near  the  First  Meeting-- 
hon>e,  oceasioned  hx  the  carelessness  of  a  poor 
Scottish  "^Volnan  (one  Marv  Morse),  by  using  Fire 
near  a  parcel  of  Ocum,  Chips,  and  other  coml)ustible 
Rnbbish."  This  spot  was  in  or  near  "Williams' 
Court.  "All  the  houses  on  botli  sides  of  Cornhill 
[Washington  street]  from  Scho(jl  street  to  what 
is  called  the  stone-shop  in  Doclc-square,  all  the 
upper  ])art  of  King  street  [State  street]  oji  the  south 
and  noith  side,  together  ^vith  the  Town  House,  a]id 
what  was  called  ihe  Old  ileeting-flouse  above 
it,  were  cojisumed  to  ashes."  (Hutchinson,  ii., 
200.) 

Tlius  ended,  after  half  a  centurv's  use,  the  first 
Town-house  which  has  stood  on  this  spot.  Of 
course  jt  was  necessary  to  replace  it  at  once;  and  on 
the  17th  of  October  the  Selectmen  of  Boston  ad- 
dressed the  Legislature,  asking  its  Advice  and 
Direction  for  the  Ecstoring  and  ]{ebnilding  of  the 
House  for  those  Publiclc  Uses,  and  about  the  place 
where  to  set  the  same."' 

■  A  joint  committee  of  four  councillors  and  seven 
deputies,  Avith  Flisha  Hutchinson,  chniriuan,  was  at 
once  appf)inted,  who  recommend  that  a  new  house 
be  built  ''in  (<r  near  where  the  Old  Town  House 
stood,"  the  "breadth  not  to  exceed  thiiTv-six:  feet,  the 

'  See  Appendix  B  for  cojiics  of  the  acts,  and  other  votes. 
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length  so  as  to  be  convenient."  ^'  The  chai-ge  to  be 
borne  tlie  one  half  by  the  Province,  the  other  half  by 
the  Town  of  Boston  and  Connty  of  Suffolk  in  equal 
Proportion."- 

Accordingly,  a  ncAv  committee  Avas  appointed,  viz. ; 
Elisha  Hutchinson  and  Penn  ToAvnsend,  councillors, 
Addington  Davenport,  Samuel  l^haxter  and  Capt. 
Phipps,  deputies,  to  attend  to  the  atfaii',  witli  two 
persons  to  be  added  hy  the  town  of  Boston.  The 
to"\ni  assented,  and  joined  Tliomas  Brattle  and 
AVilliiim  Payne. 

Marcli  12.  1711-12.  tlie  Legislature  voted,  as 
instructioiis  to  the  eommittfc,  tliat  the  1)iiilding  lie 
not  mf»re  than  one  huiidi'ed  and  twelve  feet  nor  less 
than  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  in  length.  ]!^ovember 
17, 1712.  they  voted,  as  instructions  to  the  committee, 
''that  tliey  fit  the  East  Cliambei-  for  the  Use  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  and  tlie  Honorable  the 
Council,  the  Middle  Chamber  for  the  House,  the 
T\"est  Chamber  for  the  Superior  and  Inferior  Courts." 
And  ''that  there  be  but  tvro  Ollicers  below  Stairs  in 
the  Pi'ON'ince  and  Court  House  now  Building'  in 
Boston,  one  for  the  Secretary,  tlie  other  for  the  Peg- 
ister  ol' Deeds  in  the  County  of  Suifolk." 

Although  we  do  not  knoAV  who  designed  the  Ijriclv 
building  which  speedily  arose  on  the  she,  we  can 
to-da}-  inspect  its  sturdy  walls  and  recognize  the 
influence  of  the  Queen  Anne  period.    It  is  beyond 
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coiiti'oveisy  iliat  Ibo  fire  of  1747  and  the  various 
clian<i'es  wind)  liave  been  made  in  tlie  building-,  in 
no  ^vay  affeetcd  the  exterior  Avahs.  A\^e  are  to-day 
assein!)led  in  a  ijuihrni^;'  whieh  dates  baek  to  A.D. 
1713.  and  ^ve  can  form  a  eori'eet  idea  of  its  original 
and  evei'  continuing  a])])earance. 

In  1720  Daniel  Xeal  ])rinted  his  ^'Present  State 
of  Xew  Enii-huid."'  and  thus  describes  the  buildini,-  in 
its  earliest  days:  — 

•■From  IIk'  llcnd  of  tliL*  l\'cn-  you  <^o  up  thi.'  chief  Strct't  of  llu; 
Town,  at  lla-  U])i)er  ]mu1  of  wliieli  is  llir  Town  House  oi-  ]'].vcli:m^e  ; 
ii  line  Piece  (;f  ]iuil',lin;j,'.  containing  besides  tlie  for  tlie 

^Meroliants,  llie  Council  Clunnlu-r,  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
another  spacious  Ivnom  i'or  tlie  Sessions  of  the  Couiis  of  Justice, 
the  Exchange  is  surrounded  witli  Booksellers  Shops,  which  have  a 
good  Trade."     (Xcal.  p.  ■'>^1 .) 

In  1708  it  was  coni]nited  that  ]>oston  had  twelve 
or  thirteen  thousand  inbabitants;  in  1120,  eigbteen  or 
twenty  thousand.  (Xeal,  GOl.)  Tlie  council  con- 
sisted of  tweiuy-eight  nK-udx'i>,  the  House  of  one 
hundi'ed  and  three.     (Xeal,  (iO.j.) 

During"  the  eiij'hteen  months  A\hieh  were  needed 
for  rebuilding  tbe  'J'own  House,  the  to\v]i  meetings 
Avei-e  hold  as  follows:  Xov.  Ki,  1711.  in  Kev.  Mr. 
Colman's  Mif(  rnig-lKuise  in  l>ral(!e  sti'eet;  ^Nlaixli, 
17J2,  in  the  same;  ]Maicb,  171l!-J3,  at  tbe  south 
meeting-hon>e,  and  ^Ia\'  13,  1713,  in  tbe  new  Town 
Hou.-^e.    Sewall  reeoi'ds  (ii.,  387),  Ma}'  '2S,  1713, — 
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"Ar.  the  Couiu-illors  are  SM"orn  except  ]\Iajor 
Bi-mvn,  Avlio  Avas  not  m  l\)wn.  In  llie  aflenioon 
I  dt'clar'd  to  tlie  Cuiineil  tliat  Prayer  liad  l)een  too 
nmeli  iie^'leeted  Ibnnerlv;  we  ■\NX're  iiOAV  in  a  Xew 
House.  Ave  onglit  to  Eeiorin  ;  Avitliout  it,  I  Avoiild 
not  be  there.  Mr.  Secretary  aj^sented,  and  1  was 
desired  to  see  it  ellVcted.  ^^fay  29th.  Di'.  Increase 
Mather  prays  Excellently  in  the  Conncil.'' 

For  some  years  at  least  this  cnstoni  of  l)eginning 
a  session  of  the  coiiEcil  with  prayer  ^ras  con- 
tinned. 

It  .seems  from  Sewalfs  notes  that  there  was  a  large 
table  in  the  conncil-chamhei-.  at  A\hich  Ihc  members 
sat,  and  that  tlie  Governor  occn]3ied  the  head  of  it.* 

*Oct.  1.".,  1713,  Se-iviill  rccunls  (ii.,402):  "  I  oljserv'd'J'wo  Li-:U1kt  Chairs 
wore  set  at  tlic  eml  of  the  Council  Table  and  tlie  Elbow  Chair  set  aside. 
Eut  wlion  Gen'.  XicIioUon  slaid  noi  to  sit  down,  they  were  rciuov'd,  and  the 
Governor's  Arni'd  Chair  took  place  again." 

i'cb.  C,  ITIT)-!-}.  "I  went  to  the  Town  House  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Queen's  Birthday.  ^Ir.  IJronifield  and  I  sat  awhile  in  one  of  the  windows, 
Tohle  Ictnj  full :  afterward  sat  in."  Later  on  tliat  cvenini;',  one  Mr.  Xef- 
niaker.  secretary  to  Gen.  X'ieholson  was  druid-c  and  dis(jrderl_\' in  a  ta\ern 
and  .Scwall  ordered  liis  arrest.  On  March  Oih  Sewall  v.  as  at  a  meelinu-  of 
the  Council.  '•  Sat  round  a  little  Eire.  I  ha[)j)en'd  to  sit  next  Gen'.  Xicli- 
olson.  .  .  .  Then  with  a  Itoarinij  Noise  the  fieneral  saiil,  '  1  demand  .Tl  stio: 
against  Mr.  Sewall  and  J'eiiibertoii  for  seniliiig  niy  Secretary  to  prisun 
■without  acquaintinir  ine  with  it  I  '  And  hastily  rose  np,  and  went  down  and 
walk'd  the  Exchani^e,  where  he  was  so  furiously  Loud,  that  tlie  Xoise  was 
plainly  heard  in  the  Council-Cliaiuber,  tlie  door  bein^'  shut." 

Sujit.  24th,  171.J.  The  Governor  conies  to  Town.  Ela^^g-  [the  niessen^^cr] 
warns  [the  Council  to  meet].  Governor  sits  lij  ilie  side  of  the  Table  focing 
loihe  South;  Lt.  Governor  [Tailer]  in  one  of  the  South  windov,-s.  The 
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It  is  a  fair  iiifei'oiicx'  that  this  tabic  rcac-iicd  iVuin  ihc 
east  'svindow  towards  tlie  dooi-,  aiKl  if  so  it  was  in 
eonformil\-  to  oar  Xew  ]iliiu'hind  eustoni  bv  AvliicI)  tlie 
ininistcr  or  otlior  presiding  ollieer  is  so  invaiiably 
placed  in  front  of  a  Avindow. 

To  this  eouncil-clianiber  the  deputies  were  sum- 
moned, and  conmiittees  of  that  body  Avere  liere  re- 
ceived. At  sncli  conferences  the  (:>rovernor  Avas  not 
alloAved  to  take  part,  tliongh  on  one  occasion  at  h;ast 
lie  remained  in  tlie  ]-ooni.  Tliere  Avas  a  closet," 
probably  one  of  tlie  anteroo)ns  opeifmg  from  the 
chamber,  to  anIucIi  the  Go^'en\()r  could  Avithdi-aAV  for 
pi'iA'atc  coni-'ultation  and  ])erl!aps  tlie  other  ante- 
room Avas  needed  l'<>v  the  accommodations  of  tlie 
tAventy-cight  councillors. 

It  seems  tliat  in  this  chamber  the  Overseers  of  Har- 


Coinmissions  vrore  produced  nnJ  liead,  Oatlis  i,'ivLn.  .  .  .  At  Icngtli  tlie 
Governor  dicmtad  to  the  Clerk  to  tliis  ]iurposc.  AA'lietlii.r  tlie  Government 
was  devolved  on  the  Lieutenant  (iovernor,  the  Coinmission  of  Gov.  Bur- 
gess nor  any  eojiv  of  it,  not  being  arrived.  It  was,  nemine  contradiceyite, 
carried  in  the  Xcgative."    (Scwall,  iii.,  59.) 

* "  Pel).  12,  1717-lS.  I  salute  Cousin  Quiney  in  Couueil.  .  .  .  The 
Governoiir  calLs  me  into  tlie.  C'lo.^et  and  tcli.s  me  he  would  make  ine  Chief 
Judge."    (Sewall,  iii.,  108.) 

"Eeb.  2.J,  1718-10.  The  ju'li^c;  meet  ]i.  m.  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
hefore  tlie  Meeting  of  tlie  Council.  .  .  .  Then,  in  the  Closet,  voted  it  con- 
venient to  have  two  Clerks."    (Sewall,  iii.,  213.) 

"Dec.  If,  1722.  lli.<  E.xeelleney  took  me  aside  to  the  South-East  win- 
dow of  the  Council  <  haiiiber  to  .sjieak  to  nie.  .  .  .  Dec.  21.  The  Governor 
took  nie  to  tlie  window  ai;ain  lookiiiy:  Eastward,  next  Mrs.  Phillips',  and 
f>pakc  to  me  again."    (Sewall,  iii.,  315.) 
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vard  College  met  at  times,  a-  did  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Soeiety  lor  Pi'o])ap,'atini;"  tlie  Gos])el  among  Ihe 
Indians,  Mareh  27,  1729  (Se>vall.  iii.,  09.3).  Once, 
March  29.  1720  (Sewall  iii.,  2-18 j,  the  ''Inspectors 
of  the  C  raniinar  Seliools"  of  Boston  met  (here.  The 
chamlier  Avas  also  nsed  as  a  consullation  room  lor  the 
judges.^"  X<jt'\vithsianding  tiic  order  to  const rnct  a 
west  room  for  the  eonrts,  it  is  %  cry  donlitfnl  if  this 
"were  really  done.  In  17J 7,  Sewall  speaks  of  a  trial 
held  in  the  old  meeting-honse  opjiosite,  Avhile  sentence 
was  pi'orionneed  in  the  cf)m't  chaniljer.^^  AVas  not  this 
the  chamher  of  the  Great  and  CJeneral  Coni't,  lhat  is, 
onr  House  of  Itepresenl  atives ?  When  the  fire  of  1 74:7 
took  place,  mention  is  made  of  the  -"Council  Cliani- 
hcr.  the  Chamher  of  the  House  of  l\e])resentatives 
and  the  Apartments  thei'cof,  in  that  Story."'  x\_nother 
account  speaks  of  tlie  Council  Chamher"'  and^'hotli^ 
the  Lohhies,"'  and  al.-o  the Offices  ke])linllu'  U]:)per 
Story;"  but  it  says  '"the  County  liecordsand  Papers 
belonging  to  tlu'  Inferior  Coni-t,  Ijeing  dej^osiled  in  an 

'■"'FJj.  1:1,  1T].«-10.  All  the  .Jui.1i,'t.'.s  dL'siretl  to  be  at  the  Governor's 
house  at  'j  p.  ni.  Met  aceordingly.  .  .  .  TJie  Judges  wenl.  to  the  Couiieil 
Cluniiber,  &c.,  &<:." 

" '•  May  9,  1717.  Jeremy  I'heiiix  arraigned  in  the  Court  Chandjcr.  10. 
Try'd  in  the  old  Meetinghouse.  Mr.  Auekn)ooty  was  Conn-el  lor  the 
Prisoner  and  lia.J  family  wiili  him  in  the  Tore-seat  of  the  AS'^onn  ii,  lliiia;;h 
lie  be  bound  over  for  noturious  words  agaiu.-t  the  Govrrnnieiit.''  '■  May 
lllli.  1  j>as.-'d  Seiitenee  upon  I'henix,  the  Chief  .lu^tire  being  absent. 
Thi>,  wa.>  (lone  in  the  Court  Cliauiljer."    (Seu'all,  iii.,  I'dO.) 
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Ortice  Ti})on  tlio  lower  FIooi',  were  most  of  tlu'iii  pw- 
servctl."' 

There  is  pj-oof  tliut  the  Comifil  Ch;m]1)L-r  was  the 
scene  of  festhities  on  state  occasions,  sucli  as  tlie 
bii'llidar  of  the  sovereign  or  his  accession,  tlie  arrival 
of  a  new  governor,  etc.'"  Here  also  were  helil  ])nb- 
lic  funerals,  as  in  the  case  oi"  Fitz-John  i nth ro] ).-'''■ 
From  the  balcony,  at  the  east  end,  it  was  c'usloniaiy 
to  ]iroclaini  the  hn\'s.  with  sound  of  trinii])ets  and 

October  5,  JTIG,  Guv.  Sliiite  ;in'i\ed  in  Ijosttm.  '•  J\Iinisters  met  the 
Governor  a  little  before  he  got  to  the  Town-house.  C(>\.  .Toseph  Dudley 
nearer,  and  went  up  and  sat  with  tlie  Council.  Cd.  'J'uiier  nut  llie  Goveinoi' 
at  the  Stairs,  and  took  jihiee  of  Lt.-Gov.  Dmnmer:  and  whrii  ])iiuinu'r  was 
sworn,  gave  liini  the  phice.  Go^ .  [Shute].  }A.  C>»v.  [Ouimuei]  hiid  thrir 
hand^  on  tlie  ]*.ihle,  and  Ivissed  it  very  industriously."    (Se\\all.  iii.,  10."i.) 

The  return  of  (Jov.  Shirley,  Nov.  7,  171.">,  aft'^r  the  suvn  nder  of  J>ouis- 
burg  was  here  celebrated  (S.  G.  JJrake,  Hist.,  [i.  (iL'l ),  and  sti,  also,  nn  June 
24,  17IG,  was  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Tepjierell  and  Admiral  Warren.  On  the 
18tli  Sept.,  17iO,  the  indemnit\-  voted  )iy  I'arlianient  arrived,  amounting  to 
£180, G49.  At  that  time  a  ])0und  sterling  equalled  eleven  pounds  old  tenor, 
or  thirty  shillings  new  tenor,  so  great  had  been  the  depreciation  of  paper 
money. 

'Olarch  23,  1714-13.  :\Ir.  Addington  [the  late  Secretary]  buried  from 
the  Council  Chamber;  'twas  a  sad  spectacle.''    (Seuall,  iii.,  -11.) 

"Nov.  lt;li,  1717.  Attended  the  Funeral  (if  ,Major-Gencral  "Winfhroii. 
The  Corpse  was  carried  to  the  'I'owu  House  the  night  before:  now  b\ii-)cd 
from  the  Council  Chamber.  Bearers,  his  E.xcellency  the  CioM-rnur  [Shutr], 
Gov.  Dudley  :  Lt.-(iov.  ]")umnier.  Col.  Taylor:  Col.  Elisha  Sewall.  Samuel 
Sewall.  Scarfs  ami  llings.  The  Kegiment  aliended  in  Arni~.  Mr.  Jolui 
Winthrop  led  the  NVidow.  'Twas  pa,-t  five  before  we  went,  'ilf  SUirts 
were  crowded  ■w  ith  jieojile  :  was  laid  in  Guv.  AN'inthrop's  Tomb  in  (.)ld 
Burial  I'lace."    (Sewall,  iii.,  117.) 
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l)oal  of  drums  mid  douljtlcss  from  so  eom  ciiicnt  i\n 
ck'vntiou,  loyal  addrcssos  were  delivered  to  the 
assembled  townsmen  on  oecasio]i. 

As  it  happens,  ^ye  laiow  much  less  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  l\eprt.  sentati\-es'  Hall  a1  this^  ])eriod,  as 
onr  chief  authoi'ity,  Sevrall,  was  a  conneillor  and 
judge.  A\  e  knoAv  that  the  nnmber  of  de])nties  was 
one  hundred  and  three  in  ITlH);  and  as  new  towns 
were  corpornted.  the  nnmber  rose  to  about  one 
hundred   and  twenty-live. 

The  spenher  was  annuall}"  chosen,  and  the  choice 
snbmilted  U)  the  governor,  who  rarely  negatiNcd. 
In  1~V>~).  Th(«mas  Oahes;  in  ]72(),  Elisha  Cook;  in 
1739.  Paul  Dudley;  in  ITfl,  Samuel  Watts;  in  17<5G, 
James  Otis,  were  respectively  chosen  and  set  aside. 
The  Plonse  also  elected  a  cleric,  but  the  olHcc  was 
generally  continued  from  year  to  year. 

The  forms  of  the  House  Avere  ])robably  co])ied 
f)-om  those  of  Parliaiuent,  the  council  figuring  as 
onr  House  of  Lords.  The  Avill  of  the  Governoi' 
Avas  signified  by  luessages  oj-  speeches;  the  wishes 
of  the  deputies  by  committees  and  by  messages. 
Hatchinso]!  says  (ii.,  2.")9),  a})ropos  of  a  qnarj-el  be- 
tAveen  Govcriior  Dudley  and  the  House  al)out  the 

"  'Toll. '4111.  ITU-Lt.  Drev-  iqi  a  rruclainiitioii.  .  .  .  I'liMiMiM  it  Ijy 
Boat  of  Driiin.  Paper  wn^  sullied  with  tlie  K:un.  Mr.  Ililk  r  reail  it  out  of 
the  Council-Cli.iiuber  Gallery.  Col.  Clieckley,  Major  rituli,  Cajit.  Abijah 
Savage,  etc.,  i)re<ent."    (Sewall,  iii.,  38.) 
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power  of  ;ul j(tni'i]iiient.  '*It  Jms  alwnys  l)c'C'ii  the  prac- 
tice uf  the  house,  liefoi'o  and  since,  upon  a  message 
from  the  g'overnor.  to  ^to])  all  hii-iness  ami  'j;o  ii]) 
■\vithont  delay.*'  Jt  seems  also  that  di\ isions  of  the 
House  M  ere  made  by  ,^'oing'  to  the  noi'lh  and  soulh 
sides.''  "\Ve  ini'er  from  this  that  tlie  sj^eaker  sat  at 
the  Avest  end.  facing'  the  main  doors,  and  that 
the  depntie?  wei'c  ma.i'shalled  by  him  on  either 
hand. 

The  toAvn  lecords  contain  Imt  "\ei-y  little  infoi-ma- 
tion  in  regard  to  the  '^l\>Avn  House  from  1711  to 
1747. 

The  following  items  are  all  that  ha\  e  Ijeen  gleaned 
by  an  examination  of  the  indices  to  the  volumes. 

Sept.  25,  1716,  the  selectmen,  leai-ning  that  a  sale 
of  a  ship  had  been  appointed  by  the  Coui-t  of 
Admiralty  '' at  the  place  where  the  Court  is  held," 
voted  that  *'  the  inanagement  of  a  Publiek  sale  in  the 
Towji  House  is  fiorreign  from  tlu'  tleclared  Intentions 
in  Erecting  thereof,  and  that  such  a  President  may 
be  of  111  Tendency." 

April  27,  17J0,  "Mr.  John  Flagg  is  direeted  to 
cleanse  the  \^'"hido\vs  of  the  'J'o-wn  House. 

"  ".June  lijtli,  ]717.  Council  di.-clarcd  that  C;mi))i'iilj;e  is  ilie  Sliiie-Toun 
for  Mi<Mlc->i.-x."  "14.  Tlie  Deitiitius  Concur.  C'onlil  nof  till  Ijy  liftintc  uj) 
tlie  Hanil<,  were  fain  to  Jiviile  tlic  IIou.sc.  Tliey  i'or  C'aiuljriil'.ro  went  to  tliu 
Xorlh  ?iiic,  tlicy  for  Cliarlostown  io  tiie  South.  Cai;il)ri<l;4X'  h:nl  U'l,  ('IkuIl'S- 
town  41.  a?  lirolhcr  NortlicnJ,  one  of  llu-  ^Nfunitor.-;,  infiiinici!  mu."  (Scuail, 
iii.,  132.; 
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1717-171S.  Jjciijainiu  iKipuild  agrees  lo  malce  a 
To"\\ii  Clock  and  if  dc'-ii'ecl  he  Avill  iivdce  the  same 
to  g'o  as  an  eight  day  Cloelc  in  the  ])hiee  wliere  it 
now  stands/-  April  25,  1735.  Bagnald  is  to  take 
care  of  the  Town  ck)ek  at  the  Old  Meeting  House, 
for  one  year,  ior  £'10. 

Feb.  13,1733-1.  The  selectmen  voted  "  that  to- 
niorrn\v  at  three  of  the  clock  the  select  men  meet  at 
the  I'own  House  to  view  the  small  ai'ms  lodged  in 
the  Town's  Armoury,  and  that  Mr.  Treat,  gnnsmitli, 
lie  oi'dered  to  attend  and  assist  at  llie  view.*'  Ac- 
cordingiv,  Messrs.  Treat  and  Miller,  gunsmiths, 
"  vrere  directed  to  proceed  Avilh  all  the  ex]iedition 
possible  to  the  cleaning  the  arnjs,  and  ]:)iitting  them 
in  order  for  us,  wlien  occasion  shall  require." 

Feb.  25, 1733-1:.  ''Voted  that  speedy  care  be  taken 
to  lit  up  a  ])rcipei'  ofiiee  for  the  Toavji  Cleilc,  lor 
reposing*  and  securing  his  books,  and  that  it  be  in 
pail  of  tlie  Green  Chamljei  .'" 

Jul}'  13,  173G,  the  selectmen  voted  ''to  ]'e])air  the 
balcony  at  the  east  end  of  the  Town  House,  fi'onting 
King  St." 

Aug.  27.  173G,  voted  also ''to  oidei'  the  jiew  paint- 
ijig  the  sun  Dials  on  the  Town  House,  and  to  clear 
the  gutters  and  watei-  spouts  belonging  to  it." 

June  11,1738.  They  v(jted  "  to  put  a  good  and 
substantial  ]jost  at  each  corner  of  Hie  westerly  end 
of  the  Town  House  to  pre\  ent  damage  by  carts." 
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July  20,  IToS.  "to  take  care  tliat  the  eastcrly 
stairs  of  the  Town  House  lie  repaired.'' 

Oet.  81.  1739.  Tliey  leased  ibr  one  year,  lb)-  £30, 
to  Jo-sepli  Savell,  "wine  cooj)er,  two  cellars  undei'  the 
Town  Ilonso  lately  occupied  hj  Jonathan  AYilhanis 
and  James  Towir^eiKl:  viz..  one  at  the  S(>uth-A\  est  cor- 
ner and  the  othei-  at  the  north-east  corner.  In  1741 
these  were  let  i-espectively  to  Samuel  AN'^entwoilh  and 
John  Cxooch.  Dec.  21,1710,  John  ]5nttolj)li  leased  a 
cellar  thei-o,  foi'merly  occupied  by  liis  father,  for  £22. 

Ang'.  3.  1713,  ''the  east  end  of  the  Town  House 
to  he  ])ut  in  repaii-s  and  other  necessary  rejjairs 
Avithin  side.*' 

Sept.  5,  174.4,  "voted  to  repair  the  cliinmevs  in  the 
ToAvn  House." 

In  this  chamber,  from  1711  to  1717,  })i'esided  as 
Governor,  Joseph  Dudley,  M'/'/Uo/n  TaiJer,^''  Samuel 
Shute,  IViUiam  Daiinm  t\  Jonathan  I>elcher  and 
AVilliam  Shirley',  ;dl  upright  and  woi'tliy  me]i,  but  all 
of  them  so  hampered  by  restrictions  from  tlie  home 
govcrjm)ent,  as  to  be  frecpientl}^  involved  i]i  disputes 
v.'ith  tlie  rt'presentatives  of  the  ])eo])le.  During  this 
period  the  po])ulation  increased  ste:idily  from  (le\  en 
thousand  in  171o  to  seventeen  thousand  in  1744, 
though  after  the  last  date  it  remained  stationary  or 
slightly  decreased. 


""'Tailcr  :iiwi  ])uniiiicT  wtTc  Licutunuut  Governors,  iitling  in  the  jihice  of 
the  Governors. 
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It  Avas  ill  llii-^  c-liainlH^r  that  llicre  Ava^^  j^laiiiied, 
in  171G,  the  niilitarv  enterprise  wliieli  was  tlio 
proudest  boast  of  onr  })ro^'illeial  hlstoiy.  In  Janu- 
arv  of  tliat  year  Gov.  Shirley  laid  befoi'c  the 
Legislature,  under  a  pledg'e  of  seerecy,  his  jM'oject 
of  cajnuring"  LoTiishurg  from  the  Freiieh,  by  means 
of  provinciid  troops  only.  On  January  25,  the 
consent  of  tlie  House  \n  as  canied  by  a  single 
vote.  William  Pej^perell,  a  mcjiibei-  of  the  Council, 
was  given  connnand,  and  by  A])ril  ],  our  ti'oops 
had  arrived  at  Canso.  The  fortunate  ari'!\-a]  of 
Admiral  AVarren,  Aviili  a  considerable  licet,  was 
one  of  the  many  hu-ky  accidents  Avliich  turned 
tin's  quixotic  scheme  into  a  glorious  success.  On 
June  17  the  fortress  surrendered,  and  the-  "  Gib- 
raltai"  of  America     became  our  prize. 

It  was  a  sjjleiidid  N'ictoi-y.  for  it  gave  assurance 
to  England  that  a  new  milifai-y  jtower  had  arisen 
in  her  colonics,  and  one  thus  far  entirely  loyal 
to  the  crown.  .  As  Palfrey  says,  '"  As  tilings 
turned  out,  it  is  not  too  mUch  to  say  that  the 
captm-e  of  Loui>burg  gave  ])eace  to  lilurope.-' 

It  v.'as  not  milil  tlic  following  year  tliat  Pej)- 
]>errell  vras  nblc  to  recei\'e  the  deserN^ed  Ixtnors 
whicli  liis  couuti-ymen  an  ere  read}'  to  shower 
upon  him. 

Tlie  ]>ost<jn  J'Jiu^iiiiifj  Posf,  for  Monday,  Jime 
oO,  17-10,  describes  the  ai'iival,  on  the  pi'cceding 
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Tuesday,  of  his  ^fajesty's  Ship  'Xniesteiv'  cf  50 
guns,  In'inging  Admirril  Peter  ^N^aneti  aiul  Sic 
"Wiiham  Pcppcrcll.  Tlie  Govenioi-  met  tlu'in  at 
Gasthi  AYilliam,  and  hmding  at  Long  "whai-f  about 
five  O'clock,  "tliey  were  received  and  congratulated 
by  the  Honourable  Gentleinen  of  his  Majesty's 
Council  and  House  of  lie})resentativcs,  and  Ijeing 
attended  by  his  Excellency's  Coui]:)any  of  CJadets 
under  arms,  made  a  handsome  procession  to  the 
Council  Chamber." 

Then  tlie  Sjjeaher  and  the  House  ])i"oceeded  to 
the  Council  (/liamber,  Avhcre  a  Ijrief  address  was 
made  to  ^Yarren  and  Pep])erell,  Avho  as  Itricfly 
I'cplicd.  Later  a  committee  of  the  House  was 
appointed  to  congratulate  Brigadier  Genei'al  Samuel 
Waldo,  ''on  his  safe  return  to  his  mitiAC  conutrj'.'' 

It  was  from  tlie  Acterans  of  the  F]'ench  wars 
of  this  pei-iod  tluit  the  iieroes  of  the  Avar  of  In- 
dependence Avere  cb  aA\  ii.  Put  foi"  the  martial 
spirit  aroused  b}'  these  campaigns,  and  tlic  lessons 
of  niilitai'y  science  therein  tauglit,  our  lurcdathers 
Avould  ha\'e  been  but  an  inulisclpliiuHl  molj  in 
177o.  I'o  gi\e  one  exam])]e:  ('oi.  Pic-bard  Grid- 
ley,  A\ho  counnanded  the  artilk-rN'  at  J^ouisburg, 
thirty  yeai-s  later,  trac-cd  and  co]l^^lructed  the 
battery  on  Pnidcer's  HiU. 

In  X<>\rnibi  i',  171:7,  the  I'own  House  A\as  the 
crulrc  of  another   u])rising.    Cou)uiodore  KnoNvk'S 
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Avas  in  command  of  a  fleet  lyiiip,"  oiV  (lie  liarbor. 
Having  lost  some  tleserlers.  he  sent  a  press-gang- into 
the  harbor,  seizing  sailors  from  the  ships,  and  even 
landsmen  from  the  "wharves.  There  was  at  once  an 
outburst  of  })0].nilar  indignation,  in  which  all  I'anks 
joined.  As  soon  a<  it  was  dnsk,  several  thousand 
people  assembled  in  King  street,  below  the  ToAvn 
House,  where  the  General  C'oiui  was  sitting.  Stones 
and  brick  batts  Avere  thrown  throniih  the  "lass  into 
the  Council  Chanibcr.  The  Governor  [Shirley], 
however,  with  several  gentlemen  of  the  Conncil  and 
House,  ventured  into  the  balcony"*  (Hutchinson,  ii., 
•io2).  and  aftei-  silence  was  obtained  addressed  the 
assemblage.  He  promised  to  tr}-  to  obtain  the 
release  of  the  toAvnsme]i;  l)ht  the  crov.'d  was  not  to 
be  thus  pacified.  For  three  days  the  contest  con- 
tinued, the  people  having  seized  some  of  the  ofhcei'S 
from  the  licet  as  hostages^  and  the  connnodoi'c 
threatening  to  bombard  the  town  by  a\  ay  of  reprisal. 
Finally  the  Legislature  interposed  Avith  promises  to 
both  sides  ;  the  impressed  men  Avere  liberated,  and  the 
squadron  sailed,  to  the  great  relief  of  all  in  authority. 

On  A\'eclnesdaA-,  December  9,  1717,  the  ToAvn- 
house  Avas  grcath  injuix-d  by  a  fire.  ^J'he  folknving 
extract  fi'om  the  liewspapers  Avill  explain  the  extent 
of  the  loss:  — 

"  Ycstfiday  inr'niino  liclwecn  6  &  7  o'clock  we  were  exocedingly 
surprised  by  a  most  tenible  Fire,  which  brolce  out  at  tlie  Court 
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IIouso  in  this  Toayu.  wliercby  that  fpacious  and  beaut ifnl  Building 
except  the  bare  outward  Walls,  vas  entirely  destroyed.  As  the 
Fire  began  in  the  middle  or  second  Story,  the  Records,  Books, 
Pnpers.  Furniture.  Pictures  of  the  Kings  and  Queens,  itc,  -which 
were  iu  the  Couucil  Chamber,  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  Apartments  thereof,  in  that  Story,  were  con- 
sumed ;  as  were  also  the  Books  and  Paper.s  in  the  Offices  of  the 
upper  Story  :  Those  in  the  Ollices  below  were  mostly  saved.  In 
the  Cellars  which  were  lured  liy  several  Persons,  a  great  quantity 
of  "Wines  and  other  Liquors  were  lost.  Tlie  publick  ]J)amage 
sustaiu'd  b}'  this  .^ad  Disaster  is  inexpressibly  great  and  the  Loss 
to  some  particular  Person.s,  't  is  said  will  amount  to  several  Thou- 
sand Pounds.  The  Vehemence  of  the  Flames  occasion'd  such  a 
great  Heat  as  to  set  the  Ivoofs  of  some  of  the  opjiosite  Houses  on 
Fire  notwithstanding  tiiey  had  been  covered  with  Snow,  and  it  was 
extinguished  with  much  Difficnlry.  How  tlie  Fire  was  occasion'd, 
whether  by  Defects  in  the  Chimney  or  Hearth  as  some  think,  is 
unceilain." — Boston  Weekly  Neivs  Lrdic}\  Thursday,  JJecember  10, 
1747. 

The  account  iu  Iho  Boston  Evening  JPosf,  for  the 
fouvtecnth  of  Decenibof,  tulcls:- — ■ 

"  The  fine  Pictures  and  other  Furniture  in  the  Council  Cljainber 
were  destroyed  as  were  also  the  Books.  Papeis  and  Records  iu 
both  the  Lobbies,  and  those  in  the  Offices  kept  in  the  upper  Story  ; 
but  the  County  Records  and  Papers  belonging  to  tlie  Inferiour 
Court  being  deposited  in  an  Otliec  upon  the  lower  Floor,  were 
most  of  them  preserved.'" 


The  same  paper  prhits  the  fohowing  extracts 
from  the  Jou/rnal  of  tit e  House  of  liepresentatives :  — 
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"12  December  A.D.  1747. 
"  Upon  a  motion  made  anfl  seconded, 

Resolved,  that  tlio  Hou^e  now  make  partieuhii'  Knquiry  liow 
the  late  Fire  iu  the  Court  llon^e  was  lii  st  diseo^  ered,  and  by  wLai 
Jleans  it  was  occasioned.  After  examining  the  Door-keeper  and 
receiving  a  particiihir  account  of  the  Time  and  Circumstances  of 
his  leaving  ilie  House  the  Evening  before,  and  enquiring  of  those 
Gentlemen  v.  ho  early  discovered  the  Fire. 

llesoh  eO..  That  it  appears  to  the  Satisfaction  of  tliis  House,  that 
the  late  Fire  which  consumed  the  Court  House,  proceeded  from  the 
Wood-work  under  the  Hearth  taking  Fire,  and  that  the  Fire  fu  st 
broke  out  in  the  Entry-way  between  the  Council  Clianiber  and  tlie 
Representatives'  Roorn,  and  from  thence  went  up  the  Stair  Case, 
and  through  the  Roof,  and  continued  until  the  House  was  con- 
sumed." 

The  followinf;-  letter  of  Seereiary  AVillard  to 
Chrisloplier  Kilbv  and  '^Villia]ll  Bolljiii,  ag-ents  of  tlie 
province  in  London,  is  copied  from  vol.  1  of  the 
*  Records  of  Plyjnotith  County,"  glvitig  the  "Acts  of 
Commissioners  of  the  United  Colojiles  of  Xew  Eng- 
land,"' edited  by  David  Pulsifer. 

"  Boston-,  Dcc'r  21,  1747. 
"  Gentlemen  I  am  now  to  give  you  tlic  sorrowful  News  of  the 
grievous  &  surprizing  Rebuke  of  Divine  Providence  on  the  Gov- 
ernm't  of  this  Province  in  the  Destruction  of  tlie  Court  House  by 
Fire  which  hapjjcned  in  tlie  .Morning  of  the  ninth  Instant.  It  was 
general!}'  concluded  to  have  begun  in  the  Floor  under  the  chimneys 
of  the  Council  Chamber  &  House  of  Represent'ves  &  was  not 
discover'd  till  it  was  greatly  increased  ;  All  the  Books  of  the  Gen- 
eral Couil,  Goveru'r  &z  Council  6c  House  of  Repieut'vcs  there  iu 
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the  IIou^o  ^\c^■e  wlioUy  lo-t  williuut  saving  oiu-  nil  tlie  Jiooks  of 
Coiniiii.>s"iis  and  other  In^tnun'ls  as  \voll  froni  the  C'nnvn  a>  the 
Govoinm"t  of  ihe  Provuice  \vi(h  most  of  ye  original  Papers  arc 
likewise  consumed." 

The  General  Court  Avas  oflered  tiie  use  of  Faneiiil 
Hall,  l)ut  Avas  aecoiinuodated  for  the  few  days 
rcinnhiirig-  in  the  .sessioji  at  the  Royal  Exehange 
tayei"]!  hept  hy  Luke  Tardy,  on  the  west  eorner  of 
Exchange  and  State  streets. 

It  seems  that,  as  in  171],  the  expense  of  the  I'ej^airs 
Ayas  ]")aid,  one-half  by  the  Proyince,  one-tpiarter  eaeh 
hy  the  towji  of  Boston,  and  the  county  of  Snfl'olk. 
Tlie  ex]iense  Avas  £'o,705  ll6'.  4(7.  lawful  nionc}'. 
AVhate\"er  plans  Avere  made  for  this  restoi'ation,  it 
Ayould  seem  that  the  exterior  Avails  a1  least  Avere  not 
touched.    (See  Ajjpendix  C.) 

ForUniaiely,  as  in  Xeal's  case,  in  1720,  Ave  haA'e 
a  descrijitio]!  of  the  new  building  Irom  one  aaIio 
saw  it  in  its  freshness.    Capt.  Francis  Goelet  (whose 

^' 'Die  ratliei-  cliur]i>li  vote  uf  tlio  Selcctiiien,  as  given  Lnlow,  may 
explain  the  cli.-iuelination  of  the  0<j'\  erni)r  to  accept  llie  ofl'er  :  — 

TJoc.  IG,  17-17.  A'oteJ  "  tliat  lilierty  be  and  licreby  is  c^ranted  to  lii.s 
lixcelU-ney  tlie  Governour  and  the  llonoralile  liis  AIajesty'.s  Council  to 
in'prove  ihe  Chamber  in  I'anenil  Hall,  the  Selectmen  usually  set  in  to  do 
Business,  wljcn  they  shall  Ijuvc  ocea.-ion  therefor  ntitil  they  can  be  better 
provided:  and  that  tlie  non<jrable  .To>iali  AVillard,  Es(j['''^^.  Secretary  be 
allowed  to  make  ure  of  the  Office  under  the  stairs  in  Fancuil  Hall  which 
liuth  been  improved  for  the  Xaval  Ot'Hcer,  until  better  provided,  lie  paying 
the  sarae  rent  Mr.  Overing  agreed  for,  to  commence  the  12"'.  instant." 


.'■  i;!       t'ii  I.!  ■'{ 
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journal  is  jirintcd  in  the  ^.E.  Jli^torical  iind  Genoa- 
logical  Ixegister  for  1870.  p.  72)  thus  describes  it 
in  the  autiunn  of  1730: — 

"•Thoy  have  alio  a  Town  Ilou^e,  built  of  Brick,  situated  iu 
King's  street.  It's  a  very  Graud  Brick  Building-,  Arcli'd  all 
Eound,  and  Two  Storie  lleip,]i.  Sash'd  above;  its  Lower  Part  is 
always  Open,  desigii'd  as  a  Cluuigc.  tiio'  the  Merchants  iu  Fair 
"Weatbor  luako  their  Change  in  the  open  Stieet  at  tlie  Ivisterinost 
Eud.  In  tlie  upper  Story  are  the  Council  :ind  Assembly  Cliam- 
bers  «fcc.  It  has  a  neat  C'apulo,  sasli'd  all  round,  and  which  on 
rejoyciug  days  is  EUuminated.'"^ 

Ca])t.  Goelet  meutions  th.at  on  Octol)er  30th, 
His  Majesty's  l>irLh-tla\',  he  "  Avent  a1  noon  Avitli 
Capt.  AVendell  to  the  CottnciJl  Chamber  in  the 
ToAvnc  House.  T\here  |]ic]  drank  tlie  Loyall  Toasts 
•with  tl)e  Lieutenant  Governor,  Councill,''  etc. 

By  the  records  of  the  House  it  a])]iears  tliat 
Dec.  12.  1752,  there  "was  paid  :£'6  13s.  Id.  to  Moses 
Deshon  ''for  the  arms  of  the  Colony  which  he  lias 
carved,  and  ])ul  ii})  in  the  House  of  Tvepresentatives." 

By  tlie  bill  of  the  jiaiiitcr  in  1773,  it  seems  that 
the  Colony  arms  stil!  lemained,  A\]iile  the  King's 
arjiis,  also  tlicn  ])aid  lor,  Avere  jn-obably  in  the 
Council  Chamber.     Tlie  histoi'ic  Codiish  Avas  also 

Jiiiiy  17,  17-10-50  "  voted  that  the  Engine  unilor  the  care  of  Air  Tlioiiias 
Eetd  be  removed  to  the  cellar  under  the  Town  House  as  soon  as  may  be, 
and  that  Air  Cooke  be  desired  to  get  a  Platform  laid,  and  wliat  else  may 
be  necessarj-  to  be  done  for  the  same."  —  Selectmm's  Records. 


1 1  )"  ■  'it .  i 
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moiitioiiod,  aiul  various  ])i(_'liire.s.  ol'  Avhicli  the  only 
one  named  is  that  of  Gov.  Burnet. 

Very  strangely,  it  apjiears  by  the  "Boston  Post 
Boy"  of  June  Kltli,  17GG,  tiiat  a  gahri'y  A^•as  put  in 
the  I\e])re.sentalives'  IlalU  tlion;.',"]i  it  is  hard  (o  imagine 
"where  spaee  was  fonnd  for  it.  Chandehers,  of 
conrse.  hung  in  eat-]i  half  and  the  desk  of  the  Cleric 
or  Speaker  of  the  Ilonse  is  still  pi'eser\e(]  by  the 
Massaehusetts  Historieal  Soeiety.^''^ 

T\"hen  the  work  of  the  restoration  Avas  eonimenced 
last  year,  it  Avas  ibnnd  that  the  fj'aming  of  the 
timbers  was  sueh  that  thei'e  nui'^t  have  been  a 
cii'eular  stairway  in  the  plaee  bow  oeenjned  by  it, 
from  the  first  floor  to  the  halls,  and  that  the  landings 
must  have  ])resentec]  their  })resent  foi'm."" 

The  same  investigation  showed  that  the  Rej^re- 
sentatives'  Hall  had  its  easterly  end  cnr\'ed,  "while 
the  Conncil  Chamber  Avas  Sfjnare.  These  indieations 
coineide  with  a  deseri})t!on  y^^ddished  in  179],  Avhen 
the  halls  Avere  oeenpied  by  the  Legislatm/e  of  the 


19  Altliou;;li  clcscriliL-d  as  the  Speaker's  desk,  it  sccui?  nlmost  im]iossible 
that  it  could  liave  been  so  used.  It  ma}  have  been  the  clerk's  desk,  but  the 
presiding  oflicer  would  apparently  require  a  more  prominent  jilace. 

■"The  balusters  in  the  new  stairs^"a}  arc  copieil  from  tliosc  in  Gov. 
Sbirlcy's  house,  still  .standing  in  ]voxbury.  As  he  uas  the  governor  at  the 
date  of  the  rebuilding;,  in  1717,  no  better  exemplars  could  be  desired. 
Similar  balusters  are  in  the  home  of  the  Quiucys.  The  plans  made  by  Isaiah 
Kogcrs  in  rS30  show  the  same  stairway,  out  of  centre,  and  the  lioor-beams 
explain  the  cause  of  this  eccentricity. 


Ml, 


'  I',        ci  ■.III;  M 


Oli;  Stati:  lIoLsi;  in   IT'Jl.    (From  the  Massiicluiiftts  Maijaziiii.'.)  i 
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State,  and  Avben.  apparciuly,  no  elianges  luid  hcen 
made.  The  3IassacJ(Usefts  JIar/a<me  for  August, 
1791,  gives  a  soutli-west  vieM'  of  tlie  building,  i.e., 
one  taken  from  the  T^^ashington-street  end,  and  the 
folloNving  description  is  added:  — 

"The  State  House  is  nu  elegant  brick  Iniildinsr,  stauding  at  the 
head  of  State  Street,  oue  mile  and  l'UT  yards  from  the  fortifu-ation. 
It  is  110  feet  iu  length  and  tliirtv-eighl  in  Ijreadlh.  Tlie  founda- 
tions of  the  present  -walls  -were  laid  A.D.  1712.  the  foi'iner  State 
House  having  been  reduced  to  ashes  in  the  great  lire  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  internal  part  of  this  building  again  experienced 
the  desolating  flame  iu  1747,  -when  a  vast  number  of  ancient  books 
and  early  records,  together  Avith  a  collection  of  valuable  pa))ers, 
were  destroyed,  and  to  the  ravages  of  lliis  calann'ly  we  may  atlril;- 
ute  the  imperfect  accounts  that  are  to  I'C  obuiined  of  the  lil■:^t  and 
second  building.  The  ascent  to  tlie  lower  floor,  as  fronting  the 
Long  wharf,  is  by  an  elevated  flight  of  large  stone  steps,  railed 
round  with  neat  iron  balustrades.  There  are  three  other  entrances  : 
one  at  the  opposite  end,  facing  to  Cornhill,  and  the  otlier  two  in 
the  opposite  centres  of  the  length.  The  Clerks  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas  hold  tlicMr  ofliccs 
upon  the  first  floor,  which  also  serves  iu  bad  weallier  as  an 
exchange  for  the  mercantile  part  of  the  comnmnity.  A  range 
of  Doric  pillars  support  the  fl<jors  of  the  second  story,  which  is 
destined  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Genei-al  Legislature.  The 
Senate  Chaml)er  is  tliirty-two  feet  square  and  flfteen  feet  in 
height,  furnished  Avith  a  convenient  lobl)y  for  committees  to 
transact  business  in.  The  Representatives'  Chamber  is  fifty-seven 
and  a  half  feet  in  lengtii,"'  thirty-two  in  breadth,  and  the  same 

*'  This  figure,  fifty-seven  and  one  li.ilf  fcot,  is  an  impossibility,  being-  more 
than  one-half  the  length  of  the  buikliiig.    But  thirty-seven  and  one-half 
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height  ns  the  former,  with  u  well-constructed  lobliv.  The  third 
or  upper  story  is  improved  l)y  dilTcreiit  comuiittees  during  tlie 
session,  and  h;is  an  ICast.  "Wesl;  and  South  lolihy  ;  licside  several 
apartments  for  puhlick  papers  and  records.  On  tlie  centre  of  the 
roof  is  a  tower,  consisting  of  three  stories,  finislied  accoiding  to 
the  Tuscan.  Dorick  and  lonick  orders  complete,  and  from  thence 
is  a  fnie  prospect  of  the  Harbor  and  adjacent  Country." 

The  painter's  bill"-  of  1773  also  mentions  the  Lion 
and  the  Unieorii  ^vliich  erowned  the  east  end  of  the 
exterior,  the  earved  corner-pieees  on  the  west  front, 
the  baleon}'  and  pediment  in  front  at  the  main 
"window  of  tlie  Conneil  Chanibei',  and  the  steps, 


feet  woiili]  reach  exactly  to  the  line  of  tlic  cnrs'eil  oml  of  Hk'  Imll  ;i<  shown 
oil  liO.irors'  jihini:  am]  now  ri'coiistructe'h  T^viileiitly  the  \iriter  \inl  liis  notes 
of  l!ic  ijie<a.sureiiionti  in  figures,  and  eitlier  lie  or  his  jirlnter  mistook  thirty- 
seven  and  one-halt"  for  fift_v-seven  and  one-half.  The  error  really  confirms 
the  exactness  of  the  record. 

Tiic  followinir  interestinjr  doenrnent  is  printed  from  the  original  in  the 
collection  of  Mellen  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  of  the  Boston  Public  Lilnary  :  — 
1773.  Province  Mussachu.setts  Kay  to  Tlio\  Crafts,  Jun.  Dr. 

To  painting  .State  House,  Yiz. 


To  paint?  Council  Chaniber  Loby,  &c 

.,  402  yards  @  9'.. 

,    1  .. 

G 

To  Ditto  Eopresentative.s  Ditto,  420  v 

ards  @  yJ., 

15  . 

.  19  .. 

t; 

To  iny  self  &  2  hands,  2  Day.s  and  li; 

ilf ,  taking  dow  n  ^: 

putting  up   Picturs   in  Council 

Si  liepreseiitatives  , 

1  . 

.  17  .. 

G 

Chambers  (5  .">/, 

To  painting  &  Gilding  Kings  Anns, 

10  . 

.    0  .. 

0 

To  ])!tto  Ditto  Colonies  D", 

4  . 

.    0  .. 

0 

To  Ditto  Codfish, 

0  . 

.  15  .. 

To  Ditto     Gilding  Dial,  East  End, 

3  . 

.  10  .. 

0 

I'o  Ditto  Bricks  as  j)""  Agrecmer.t, 

47  . 

.    0  .. 

0 

To  Ditto  Lower  floor,  p''  Ditto, 

14  . 

7  .. 

.  4 

To  Ditto  Stair  Cases,  208  yards  (g  y  ' 

7  . 

.  IG  .. 

0 
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which,  fo]'  a  time,  readied  from  the  first  floor  down 
State  street."' 

These  featm-es  have  all  been  reproduced  in  the 
restored  liuildiiig.  It  was,  indeed,  a  question  Avhether 
or  not  to  restore  the  royal  .arms  upon  the  east  end, 
but  a  feature  so  di.'^tinctive.  architecturally,  coidd  not 
lie  '^vell  omitted.  Hap})ily.  no  one  "will  to-day  misun- 
derstand tlie  feeling-  ^^■ith  which  we  replace  this  me- 

^lajr  To -i  Haiul5.  Clcanir,i;  ,:i  scraping;  D^,  1  day  @  5/,  1..    0..  0 

2.j"»  To  painting  Eelcoiiy  &  Pcileuiint  over  it,  SO  yards  @  lO''.,     3  ..    6  ..  8 

To  ];itto  10  Lutheriu  AViuduivs  @ /8,  4..    0..  0 

To  Ditto  8  Cams,  30  yard*  @  10'.,  1..    5..  0 

To  Ditto  2  Carved  Corner  Tieccs,  1..    0..  0 

,To  Ditto  Lyon  i  L'nicorn,  1  ..    6  ..  0 

To  Ditto  3  redimenis  over  Doors,  30  ynrds  @  10<i.,  1  ..    5  ..  0 

To  Ditto  .54  Windo\r  frames,  very  Diy,      4/,  10  ..  IG  ..  0 

To  Ditto          squares  sasli  @  12'.,  12  ..    0  ..  4 

To  Ditto  4  Ox  Eye  Window  frames  (5,'  1/,  0  ..    4  ..  0 

To  Ditto  Mondilion  Cornisli  outside,  IGO  yards  @  10'^.,  C  ..  13  ..  4 

To  Ditto  Trunks,  50  Yards  @  10^.,  2  ..    1  ..  8 

To  vTiting  Gold  Letters  over  Doors,  '  12  ..  0 
To  2  Hands  liulf   day,  bringing  Picturs  from  Gov"  & 

punS  up,  5  ..  0 

To  paints  2  Doz  Draws,  4  ..  0 

To  Ditto  Kails  down  front  Steps,  4  hands  2  d.ays,  3  ..    0  ..  0 

To  cleaning  Gov  Burnets  Picture. &  Gildo  frame,  1  ..  IG  .. 

£  171  ..    3  ..  10 

GO  yards  j.ainting  fchort  chargJ  (3  9'i.,  2..    5..  0 


£  173  ..    8  ..  10 


*^  Thcise  steps  are  in  the  yjicture  painted  in  1801,  owned  by  the  Historical 
Society,  but  were  removed  before  the  view  in  1821  was  taken.  They  are 
in  tlie  view  of  1785  also,  and  are  mentioned  in  1701. 


(36 


OLD  STATF,  IIOl'SK  T;E-I)E7)IC'ATI0N. 


meiito  of  oil!"  colonial  days,  —  a  rccounitiou  merely  of 
the  fact's  of  histf)]-y,  iiehlier  foi'L>e1ful  oJ"  the  ])rotec- 
tion  Avliiel)  the  mothei-  country  once  extended,  nor 
boastfnl  of  the  change  Avhich  has  gh  en  ris  a  national 
coat-pf-arnis.  a  national  flag,  and  a  sn])renic  govern- 
ment, at  least  equal  to  those  whieli  we  I'cnounced  a 
century  ago."^ 

It  is  certain  that  prior  to  the  fire  in  17-17,  the  town 
had  ceased  to  i-egard  the  '^I'own  House  as  its  jxartic- 
nlar  ]iride.  In  1710  Peter  Faneuil  liad  oifered  to 
the  town  a  ljuilding  for  a  mailiet  and  a  Town  Hall, 
and  though  it  Ava.s  accepted  oidy  by  a  vote  of  307 
against  -MjO,  tlic  work  was  accomjjlislievd.  On  the 
13th  September,  1742,  the  hrst  tnwii-mecting  "was 
heldthei'c,  and  Paneuil  Hall  AA'as  solemnly  so  entitled. 
(S.  G.  Drake,  Hist.  ]k)ston,  p.  Gil.)  On  October 
G,  171:2,  in  conformity  with  a  vote  of  the  Town  foi' 
ronioving  the  Town's  Boolcs  and  jiapers  to  Faneuil 
Hall,  voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  move  said  liooks 
and  papers  belonging  to  the  Tov/n,  fortlnvith,  and 
that  ^Iv.  Savell  provide  Coal  for  the  selectmen  at 
theii"  meeting  thei'C  on  "Wednesday  next." 
.  1'he  first  meeting  of  the  selectmen  there  was  on 
October  13,  1712.    From  this  time  therefore  Faneuil 


In  delivering  tlii?  adflrcss  the  words  -'royal  arms"  were  used,  and  are 
therefore  retained.  Evidence  will  be  found  in  Appendix  I)  to  jiistity  tlie 
opinion  that  the  Lion  and  Unicorn  were  the  sujiporters  to  the  rrovinee 
coat-of-arins.  and  that  they  figured  here  in  that  eapiicity. 
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Hall  l)ecauie  the  Town  Hal),  aiid  \hv  ])uik]ii!^'  on 
Stave  strcer  bt'c-anK-  more  es2:)ecia]ly  the  place  for  Hie 
Legislature  and  Courts. 

One  other  vote  oi'  the  selectmen  at  tliis  time  may 
ho  reproduced  as  slioAving  the  dissatislaction  of  the 
to^vTl:  "May  16,  ll-iL  In  consideration  of  the 
difficult  circumstances  of  the  ProA  ince,  es})ecially  of 
tlie  Town  of  Boston,  and  the  little  advantage  in 
cleaning  the  glass  at  tlie  Town  House,  voted  that 
that  expense  and  cha)'ge  Ije  saved  [or  the  present 
year."' 

A  brief  account  of  Faneuil  Hall  and  its  vieissi- 
tudes  Avill  be  found  in  Apjtendix  E. 


Having  tlius  considered  the  history  of  the  Avails  of 
this  building,  let  us  re^'ie^v  the  scenes  A\hieh  took 
place  therein.  During  the  administration  oC  8hi]-ley 
(17H-1757),  and  of  Pownall  (1757-1700),  the 
colony  was  undoubtedly  loyal.  The  great  expendi- 
tures made  by  ICngland  to  cai-r}'  out  the  favoi-ite  wish 
of  tlie  colonists.  ])y  ihe  oA'ertlu'ow  oi'  the  Fi'ench 
poAver  in  America,  had  not  only  pleased  but  enriched 
the  sea-board  c(jlonies.  Many  of  our  citizens  scrA^ed 
with  credit  in  the  A'arious  armies  Avhich  attacked 
Canada;  many  otho-s  had  served  in  the  na\  v  or  the 
transj)Oi-l  serA'ice,  and  Boston  es})ecial!y  had  lieeome 
accustomed  to  the  presence  of  Hnglish  ti'oops  and 
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Crown  olileials.  Sliirlev  liad  identified  liimsclf  with 
the  colony,  had  luiilt  a  house  here  and  reared  a 
family  amid  Bostonian  surroundings.  Ilis  ardor  in 
mihtary  affairs  led  lum  to  be  less  strenuous  in  smallei' 
civil  matters,  and  he  had  acquiesced  i]i  such  encroaeii- 
ments  by  the  Legislature  as  restrained  the  power  of 
the  Crown  or  the  influence  of  the  Governoi". 

Pownalfs  short  rule  of  three  years  "was  noteworthy 
mainly  for  its  iu!lita)T  record.'"'' 

In  Angast,  17G0,  Francis  Bernard  arrived  here  to 
sncceed  Pownalf  and,  iixe  months  later,  news  Avas 
received  of  tlie  accession  of  George  IJT.  Witli  the 
new  King  and  the  new  Goverjjor  begins  the  closing- 
chapter  of  our  coloiiial  histoiy.  This  is  not  the 
time  to  attempt  to  describe  tlie  causes  which  ied  to 
the  Revolution,  except  in  so  far  as  an}-  important 
events  took  place  in  tliis  ljuilding.  Here,  under  this 
roof,  indeed,  were  encamped  the  hostile  forces  of  the 
civil  government.    In  this  room  the  Koyal  Governor 

John  Adams  .says  (^^ol■ks,  .x.,  211— "  Puw'nall  was  a  Whig-,  a  friend 
of  liberty,  a  lover  of  his  country,  and  he  considered  Xoriii  America  a  part 
of  his  country  as  mucli  as  Eng-land,  Scotland,  or  Irelnr;d."  —  "Pownall, 
■when  ho  came  into  administration,  thoiiirht  there  ougrlit  to  be  a  good 
■understanding  between  tiic  capital  and  country,  and  a  liarniony  between 
both  and  the  g-overnmcnt.  This  conciliatory  and  conipreliensive  system 
was  too  refined  and  loo  sublime  for  human  nature  in  this  contentious, 
■warring-  irorld."  —  "Pownall  was  the  most  constitutional  and  national 
Governor,  in  my  opinion,  who  ever  represented  the  crown  in  this  jirovinco. 
He  engaged  in  no  intrii^ues,  he  favored  no  conspiiracics  against  tlio  liher- 
ticB  of  America." 
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and  his  generally  snliservient  Conncil  could  listen  to 
tlie  applause  'which  greeted  the  im])assioned  elo- 
quence of  the  popular  leaders  of  the  Re])resentatives 
in  the  adjoining  hall,  as  they  gradually  developed  the 
ideas  of  "Xo  representation,  no  taxation,"'  and  "Xo 
representation,  no  legislation,''  as  Hutchinson  scoi-n- 
fvdly  termed  them.  (Hist.,  iii.,  IGi.)  How  often 
must  these  lobbies  and  entries  have  been  thi'onged  by 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  anxious  to  catch  the  latest  in- 
telligence of  royal  obsti]iacy  or  of  popular  indigna- 
tion I  In  those  days  the  ])j-ess  was  so  circumscribed 
in  its  province,  that  the  ncAvs  Avas  only  to  be  ob- 
tained by  contact  with  the  actors;  and  here  was  the 
centre  of  all  that  absoi'bed  the  attention  of  the  com- 
munitv.  The  town-meetings  were  held  at  Faneuil 
Hall,--  and  when  more  I'oom  was  needed,  they  ad- 
journed to  the  Old  South  Church.  Yet,  powerful 
as  was  tin-  influence  of  Boston,  the  citizens  could 
only  issue  instructions  to  their  representatives  in  the 
august  body,  which,  in  tliese  halls,  spoke  in  the 
name  of  the  entire  colony.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
give  a  few  instances  of  the  occurrences  in  these 
apartments,  from  the  evidence  of  the  actors  therehi. 

^  It  is  often  forgotten  that  Faneiiil  Hull  luior  to  A.D.  1808  was  much 
smaUer  than  it  now  is.  The  addition  of  anotlier  story  and  an  extension  on 
the  south  side  added  greatly  to  tlie  space.  Of  course  these  changes  have 
not  destroyed  the  identity  of  the  building,  but  they  are  much  greater  than 
those  made  in  these  Memorial  Halls,  where  only  one  wall  has  been  replaced 
in  each  room.    (Consult,  on  this  point,  Appendix  E.  ) 
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In  17G] .  soon  alter  Bernanrs  arrival,  James  Otis, 
J]".,  aroused  the  jnililic  In*  his  lamons  plea  a,u"ainst 
the  T^'rits  of  Assistauee.  John  '  Adaui'^  has  ad- 
mirably described  the  scene  in  this  lial],  in  a  letter 
^vritten  to  a  frieud  in  1817.  (Liie  aiid/A\  oilcs.  Vol. 
X.,  ])p.  215-218.) 

"  Tlio  scene  is  the  Council  chamber  in  Uie  olil  Town  House  in 
Boston.  Tlic  date  is  in  the  month  of  l-\'lii  ii:irv,  1T(J1,  nine  years 
before  you  entered  my  olfiee  in  Cole  lane.  As  this  was  five  years 
before  you  entered  college,  you  must  have  been  in  t!ie  seeuiid 
form  of  Master  Lovell's  scliool. 

That  Council  chamber  was  as  respoctabh>  an  apartnuMit  as  the 
House  of  Commons  oi-  t!ie  House  of  Lords  in  Great  Britain,  in 
proportion,  or  that  in  the  State  House  in  Philadelphia,  iii  \\!iieii 
t!je  Declaration  of  independence  was  signed  in  177(1.  In  tliis 
chamlier,  round  a  great  fire,  were  seated  live  judges,  willi  Liea- 
teu.int-Governor  Hutchinson  at  their  head  as  Cliief  Justice,  all 
arrayed  in  their  new.  fresli,  ricli  rulies  of  sc.-ulet  Knglisli  broad- 
cloth :  in  tlieir  large  cambric  bands  and  innncnse  judicial  wigs. 

••In  this  cliamber  were  seated  at  a  long  table  all  tlie  l.>ari-isters- 
at-law  of  I'oston  and  of  tlje  neighboring  county  of  jNIiddlesex, 
in  gowns,  bands,  and  tie  wigs.  They  were  not  seated  on  ivory 
chairs,  but  their  dress  was  more  solenni  and  more  pom})ous  than 
that  of  the  IJoman  Senate,  wlien  the  Oavds  broke  in  npun  thi/m. 

••  In  the  corner  of  tlie  I'oom  )nust  be  placed  as  a  sp^ectator 
and  an  auditor,  \vit.  sense.  iTnagin.'ition,  genius,  jtatlios,  reason, 
pnidence,  elofinenee.  learning  and  immense  ri'ading.  lianging 
b\'  tlie  shoulders  on  two  crutches,  co\'ered  vnlh  a  great  clolh 
coat,  in  the  person  of  ]\lr.  I'ratt.  wlm  had  been  solicited  on 
both  sides,  but  would  engage  on  neiilier.  lieing,  as  Cliief  Justice 
of  New  York,  about  to  leave  Boston  forever.     Twc^  portraits, 
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at  more  than  fr.l!  k'liLith.  of  K\n<^  Clmrlcs  the  Scooiul  and  of 
Kinii  James  the  Seeoiul.  iii  spliMidid  p'oltloii  frames,  were  Imug 
up  ou  the  most  conspicuous  sides  of  the  apartment.  If  my  young 
eves  or  old  memory  liave  not  deceived  me,  tiiese  were  as  fine  \w-i- 
uros  as  I  ever  saw;  tlie  c>')lors  of  the  royal  ermines  and  ionp;, 
flowing  rol">es  were  tiie  most  glowing,  tlie  figures  the  most  noble 
and  graceful,  the  features  the  most  di.-tinct  ami  clniraeteristic,  far 
sujierior  to  those  of  the  king  and  queen  of  l-'ranee  in  the  Senate 
chamber  of  Congress  —  these  were  wm-thy  of  the  ])encils  of 
Rubens  and  Vandyke.  Theiv  was  no  painter  in  England  ca]),ab]c 
of  them  at  that  time.  Tluy  had  been  sent  over  without  frames  in 
Governor  Pownall's  time,  but  he  was  no  admirer  of  Charles  or 
James.  The  pictures  A\"ere  stowed  a\'\ay  in  n  garret,  a)uong 
rubbisli.  until  (lovtrnor  liernard  came,  ^y]\o  had  ihem  cleaned, 
superbl}'  framed,  and  jilaeed  in  council  for  the  admiiation  and 
imitation  of  all  men —  no  doubt  with  the  advice  and  concurrence 
of  ITutehin.son  and  all  his  nebula  of  stars  and  satellites. 

"  One  circumstance  more.  .Samuel  Quiucy  and  John  Adams  had 
beeu  admitted  barristers  at  that  term.  John  was  the  youngest; 
he  should  be  ])ainted  looking  like  a  short,  thick  archbishop  of 
Canterbur}",  seated  at  the  table  with  a  pen  in  his  hand,  lost  in 
admiration,  now  ami  then  minuting  those  poor  notes  which  3  0ur 
pupil.  Judge  3Iinot,  ha.s  printed  in  his  history,  with  .some  interpo- 
lations." 

He  then  piococ'tU  to  dc-sc-ril)t'  llie  cliaractcrs  in  tlie 
drjmia.  nnt]  ihns  (lej)ifts  tlu-  eliicl' :  — 

"  But  Otis  Mas  a  flame  of  fire.  "With  a  promiititmle  of  classical 
allusions,  a  dejUli  of  research,  a  ra]iid  summaiy  of  historical 
events  and  dates,  a  profusion  of  legal  authorities,  a  prophetic 
glance  of  his  eye  into  futurity,  and  a  torrent  of  impetuous 
eloquence,  lie  huriied  aw:iy  everything  befoie  him.  Ameiican 
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indepcndenco  was  then  and  there  born  ;  tlie  seeds  of  patriots  and 
heroes  were  then  and  there  sown,  to  defend  the  vigorons  youth, 
the  no?!  sine  Diix  animosus  infan.f.  Every  man  of  a  crowded 
audience  appeared  to  me  to  go  away,  as  I  did,  ready  to  take 
arms  against  writs  of  assistance.  Then  and  there  was  tlie  first 
scene  of  the  first  act  of  opposition  to  the  arbitrary-  chiims  of  Great 
Britain.    Then  and  there  the  child  Independence  •\vas  born." 

The  iinniL'diate  result  \vas  a  modification  of  the 
form  of  the  Avrits;  but  the  greater  consequence  was 
the  prominence  of  Otis,  and  the  attention  called  to 
the  oppressi%'e  character  of  the  English  revenue  laws  ■ 
when  applied  to  this  country. 

A  lull  succeeded  in  the  ]iolitical  almosjihere  for 
the  next  tvro  years,  and  the  news  of  the  peace  with 
France,  received  here  in  ^lay,  1763,  was  jo3'full3^ 
Avelcomed.  Soon,  howevei",  the  clouds  gathered, 
indicative  of  the  coming  storm.  The  vast  expense 
of  the  war  rendered  new  taxes  inevitable;  imfor- 
tunatcly.  the  consideration  of  the  renewal  of  a  tax 
which  had  just  expired,  —  one  on  the  importation 
of  molasses  into  the  colonies, — led  the  Grenville 
ministry  to  determine  "to  raise  b}'  a  stamp  duty, 
or  in  some  other  way,  a  sum  from  Anierica,  sufficient 
to  ease  government  in  jjai't  from  the  future  charges 
which  might  be  necessary  there."  (Hutchinson,  iii., 
109.) 

In  April,  1765,  news  was  received  of  the  passage 
of  the   act,  and   popular  opposition  was  at  once 
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excited.  On  the  birthday  of  tlie  Prince  of  Wales, 
August  12.  it  was  concerted  to  hang-  the  appointed 
distributor  of  stamps  in  effigy.  This  was  done  two 
davs  htter.  the  image  being  suspended  from  tlie 
Liberty  Tree.  Avhicli  stood  on  the  corner  of  Essex 
and  Washington  streets.  The  Conncil  was  hastily 
assembled,  but  [)rudeutly  advised  that  nothing  be 
done,  hoping  that  the  matter  would  end  thei-e. 

"  Before  niejht  the  image  was  taken  down,  and  oarried  tbrongh 
the  Town  House,  iu  the  chamber  whereof  the  Governor  and 
Council  were  sitting.  Forty  or  fifty  tradesmen,  decently  dressed, 
preceded ;  and  some  thousauds  of  the  mob  followed  down  King 
street  to  Oliver's  dock,  uear  which  Mr.' Oliver  had  lately  erected 
a  building,  which,  it  was  conjectured,  he  designed  for  a  stamp 
office.  This  was  laid  flat  to  the  ground  in  a  few  minutes.  From 
thence  the  mob  proceeded  for  Fort  Kill,  but  Mr.  Oliver's  house 
being  in  the  way,  they  endeavored  to  force  themselves  into  it,  and 
being  opposed,  broke  the  windows,  beat  down  the  doors,  entered, 
and  destroyed  part  of  Lis  furniture,  and  continued  in  riot  until 
midnight  before  they  separated."    (Hutchinson,  iii..  121.) 

On  the  eTemnf>:  of  Au!2"ust  26  a  mob  collected  in 
Xing  street,  '*  draAvn  there  by  a  bonfire,  and  well 
supplied  with  strong  drink."'  TJiey  plundei'cd  the 
cellars  of  the  comptroller  of  customs,  and  then 
marched  to  the  house  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  in  Gar- 
den court,  near  Fleet  street,  where,  all  night  long, 
undisturbed  by  the  frightened  neighborhood,  the  work 
of  destruction  went  on.  These  inexcusable  outrages 
were  promptly  disavowed  in  town-meeting,  and  most 
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probably  "weve  the  work  of  those  turbulent  and.  law- 
less men  who  always  appear  "whenever  anthoi'ity  is 
snspended,  to  dishvjnor  and  injure  the  cause  they 
nominally  suj^port. 

TThen  the  Legislature  met,  on  October  24,  1765, 
Boston  was  represented  by  a  new  member,  —  Samuel 
Adams,  —  then  first  the  recipient  of  high  office,  but 
already  a  leader  among  the  advocates  of  independ- 
ence. Otis  was  in  Xew  York,  attending  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  the  various  colonies,  which 
had  been  convoked  by  royjd  authority.  The  differ- 
ence in  the  political  views  of  these  leadei"S  w\as 
marked,  though  it  did  not  pi'cvent  their  unison  in 
many  points.  Otis  believed  that  Parliament  was  su- 
preme, but  that  the  Colonies  Avere  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation therein,  Adams  "professed  principles, 
which  he  owned  without  reserve  in  private  discoui-se, 
to  be  independency;  and,  from  time  to  time,  he  made 
advances  towards  it  in  publick,  as  for  as  would  serve 
the  great  pur])0se  of  attaining  to  it.  To  his  intluence 
ma}^  be  attrilmted  the  gi-eat  advance  made  in  this 
session."  (Hutchinson,  iii.,  T34:.)  On  the  29t.h  of 
October,  in  the  adjoining  hall,  the  House  passed  the 
famous  Resolves,  prepai-ed  b}'  Samuel  Adams,  one  of 
which  declai-es,  "That  all  acts  made  b^^  any  power 
whatevei',  other  than  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Province,  imposing  taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  are 
infringements  of  our  inherent  iind  unalienable  rights 
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as  men  and  British  subjects,  and  render  void  the 
most  vahiable  declarations  of  onr  charter." 

To  be  sure,  this  was  coupled  with  a  declaration  of 
loyalty  to  the  Crown  and  to  Parliament;  but  the  first 
resolve  contained  a  political  truth,  and  the  last  a 
politic  profession. 

On  ]May  16.  1766,  the  news  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Stam])  Act  was  received  here,  and  caused  universal 
rejoicmg.  In  September  the  Eochinghani'Shelburne 
ministry  came  into  power,  and  Avas  believed  to  be 
friendly  to  the  Colojiies.  The  Goveruoj-  here  had 
several  disputes  witli  the  Legislature,  the  Council 
displayed  unnsual  independence,  and  the  influence  of 
Adams,  now  promoted  to  the  office  of  Cleric  of  the 
House,-'  was  steadih'  on  the  increase.  The  same  state 
of  affairs  characterized  the  whole  of  the  following 
year,  1767,  until,  in  tlie  autumn,  news  was  received 
of  the  passage  of  an  act  levying  ^'  small  dtities  on 
paper,  glass,  and  painters'  colors,  imported  into 
America;  to  take  off  12d.,  which  had  been  charged 
in  England  on  every  ])ound  of  tea  exported,  and  to 
lay  3d.  only,  payable  u]3on  its  importation  into 
America."  (Hutchinson,  iii.,  179.)  Commissioners 
were  appointed  to  enforce  the  customs'  laws,  and  an 

"The  office  having  some  emohiment,  it  liad  generally  been  filled  by  one 
of  ihe  members,  who  took  the  same  share  in  debating  and  voting  as  if 
he  had  not  been  clerk,  and  rather  acquired  than  lost  influence  by  being  so." 
(Hutchinson,  iii.,  148.) 
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act  was  passed  legalizing  the  writs  of  assistance, 
under  which  search  was  made  for  smuggled  goods. 

In  Febrnarv,  176S,  the  House  passed  a  bill  order- 
ing letters  to  be  ^vritten  to  the  othei-  colonies,  "  with 
respect  to  the  importance  of  joining  with  them  in 
petitioning  Ilis  Majesty  at  this  time."  This  Avae 
Adams'  measure,  —  a  potent  Aveapoii  in  the  coining 
conflict.  Another  resolve  was,  "that  this  House  will, 
by  all  ]irudent  means,  endeavor  to  discountenance 
the  use  of  foreign  superfluities,  and  to  encourage  the 
manufactures  of  this  ProA'ince." 

The  English  government  demanded  the  rescinding 
the  vote  authorizing  the  Circular  Letter,  but  the 
House,  by  a  vote  of  92  to  17,  refused  obedience. 
"  The  galleries  Avere  cleared,  and  all  cornmunication 
with  the  other  Board  or  from  the  outside,  was  shut 
off  during  the  debate."  (Life  of  S.  Adams,  i.,  iii.) 
Even  a  committee  of  the  Council,  with  certain  i-eso- 
lutions  of  that  branch,  was  refused  admittance. 

The  House  was  prorogued  tlie  same  day,  and 
dissolved  the  next  day,  but  not  till  it  had  passed  an 
address  to  the  King,  asking  for  the  removal  of  Gov- 
ernor Bernard. 

An  ill-advised  measure  at  this  time  added  to  the 
popular  discontent.  Owing  to  Bernard's  representa- 
tions, it  had  been  decided  that  one  or  two  regiments 
should  Ije  sent  from  Halifax  tu  Boston.  On  hearing 
of  the  j'iots  here,  the  government  in  England  ordered 
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two  more  reg"imeu1.s  from  Ireland.  The  news  of  the 
first  order  was  received  in  Boston  about  the  begin- 
ning of  September,  17(38,  and,  as  tlie  Legislature  Avas 
not  expected  to  meet  for  a  3'ear,  the  town-meeting-  of 
Boston  took  action.  On  learning  from  the  Governor 
that  the  troops  were  soon  to  arrive, —  one  regiment 
for  the  Castle  and  two  for  the  town, — the  meeting' 
voted  to  hold  a  convention  on  September  22,  of 
delegates  from  all  the  othei'  towns,  ^^in  oi'der  that 
snch  measures  may  be  concerted  and  advised,  as  flis 
Majesty's  service  and  the  peace  and  safety  of  his 
subjects  in  the  province  may  require."  As  Hutchin- 
son says  (Hist.,  iii.,  205),  "^'it  must  be  allowed  by  all, 
that  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting'  had  a  greatei' 
tendency  towards  a  revolution  in  government  than 
any  preceding  measures  in  any  of  the  colonies.  The 
inhabitants  of  one  town  alone  took  upon  them  to 
convene  an  assembly  from  all  the  towns,  that,  in 
everything  but  in  name,  would  be  a  House  of  lle]3re- 
sentatives."  A  most  just  comment;  and  let  us 
to-day  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  the  town  thus 
assuming  the  lead  Avas  Boston.  Although  the  result 
of  the  meeting,  which  was  duly  held  at  Faneuil  Hall, 
was  not  as  tangible  as  was  hoped,  it  showed  the 
colonists  how  to  proceed  towards  a  rebellion  whilst 
preserving  the  forms  of  law.  The  convention  ad- 
journed Septem])er  29,  the  day  alter  the  lleet  and 
soldiers  reached  Xantasket.    The  troops,  amounting' 
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to  one  thousand  men,  nnder  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dal- 
ryniple,  landed  without  opposition.  One  regiment 
pitched  their  tents  on  the  Common;  the  others 
■were  marched  to  Faneuil  Hall,  and,  after  ^some  dis- 
pute, "were  sheltered  there  for  one  night.  "  The  next 
day,  Gov.  ]3ernard  ordered  the  doors  of  the  Town 
House  to  be  opened,  except  that  of  the  Council 
Chamber;  and  such  part  Avere  lodged  there  as  Fan- 
euil Hall  rooms  would  not  accommodate.  The  rep- 
resentatives* room  Avas  filled,  in  common  with  the 
rest."    (Hutchinson,  iii.,  212.) 

Gen.  Gage  was  summoned  from  jSew  York,  and 
the  Council  attempted  to  find  a  way  to  satisfy  both 
sides.  The  j-esult  was  that  houses  were  hired  for  the 
troops,  but  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Town 
House.  The  quartei'ing  of  troops  at  this  spot  Avas 
felt  keenly  by  the  province.  The  next  town-meeting 
demanded  of  Gen.  Mackay,  then  in  command,  the 
remoA'al  of  the  troops  on  election  day.  He  replied 
that  he  could  not  do  this,  but  Avould  confine  them  to 
their  barracks.  T\'hen  the  Legislature  met,  in  May, 
1769.  its  first  Avork,  after  organizing,  Avas  to  resoh^e 
that,  '"an  armament  by  sea  and  land  investing  the 
metropolis,  and  a  military  guard,  Avith  cannon  pointed 
at  tlje  very  door  of  the  State  House,  Avhere  this  As- 
sembly is  held,  is  inconsistent  Avith  that  dignity,  as 
well  as  that  freedom,  Avith  Avhich  avc  have  a  right  to 
delibei-ate,  consult,  and  determine."     They  added 
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that  they  expected  the  Governor  to  order  the  removal 
of  these  forces  during  the  session  of  tlie  Assembly. 
As  they  refused  to  transact  business  while  the  troops 
remained,  and  as  the  Governor  would  not  consent,  he 
adjourned  tlie  Legislature  to  Cambridge.  Finally, 
tVi'o  reghnents  were  sent  back  to  Halifax,  the  lltli 
and  29tli  remaining  here. 

Another  deeply  exciting  trial  at  this  time  inten- 
sified the  poj)ulai'  indignation. 

April  22.  17G9,  a  press-gang  from  the  "  Rose " 
frigate,  under  Lieut.  Panton,  boai'ded  a  shi]3  owiied 
by  Ml".  Hooper,  of  Marbleliead,  on  her  return  from 
Bilboa.  Michael  Corbet  and  three  others  resisted, 
and  the  officer,  Panton,  was  shot.  Hence  a  ti'ial  in 
July,  by  a  special  Court  of  Admiralty,  of  these  four 
sailors  oji  a  charge  of  piracy  and  mnrder.  Jolm 
Adams  (AVorts,  X.,  205-207)  says,  that  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  ti'ial,  on  the  presentation  of  the  prisoners' 
pleas,  Hutcliinson  moved  "  that  the  Court  should 
adjourn  to  the  Council  Cliamber."  "  The  pi'isoners 
were  remanded;  parties,  witnesses,  counsel,  audience, 
dismissed;  and  the  Court  adjourned  to  the  Council 
Chamber,  where  they  remained  in  secret  conclave 
till  late  in  the  evening." 

The  Court  met  again  early  Jiext  morning,  in 
secret  conclave  in  the  Council  Chambei-."  The  plea 
of  the  defence  was,  that  the  act  was  justified  homi- 
cide, and  this  was  the  decision  of  the  Court. 
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•  Adams  adds,  "  One  circumstance  is  too  charac- 
teristic to  be  omitted.  The  counsel  for  the  prisoiiers, 
descending  from  the  chamber  where  the  Court  sat,  to 
the  lower  lloor  of  the  Court  House,  was  met  at  the 
bottom  of  the  stairs  by  the  boatswain  of  the  'Eose.' 
'  Sir,'  said  he,  ^  we  are  all  gi-eatly  oblig'ed  to  you 
for  your  noble  conduct  in  defeuce  of  these  brave 
fellows;  yet,  sir,  this  is  the  employment  in  Avhich 
I  have  been  almost  constantl}'  engaged  for  twenty 
years,  lighting  with  lionest  men  to  deprive  them  of 
their  liberty.  I  always  thought  I  ought  to  be 
hanged  for  it,  and  now  I  know  it.'' 

Bci-nard  was  recalled,  and  sailed  on  Jidy  31, 
1769.  amid  demonstrations  of  popular  joy.  By 
his  departure  the  duties  devolved  upon  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  the  lieutenant-governor,  a  native  of 
Boston,  a  man  of  fortune  and  eminent  aljilities, 
but  already  distastefnl  to  his  fellow-citizens  as  the 
ablest  defender  of  the  I'ON  alist  views  in  the  colony. 
He  came  to  the  command  in  times  which  were  daily 
becoming  more  tui'bulent,  and,  having  persistently^ 
taken  the  part  of  the  Ci'own,  he  has  justly  forfeited 
all  claims  to  the  respect  of  the  descendants  of  the 
rebels. 

During  the  autumn  of  1769  the  bitter  feeling!- 
between  the  colonists  and  the  loyalists  rapidly 
increased.  James  Otis  was  dangerously  wounded 
in  an  afltray  v/ith   a  Crown  officer  in  the  British 
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Coflee  House,  ^vllieh  stood  on  State  street,  at  the 
present  Xo.  (3G.  It  is  probable  that  the  violence 
he  then  received  completed  the  overtln-ow  of  his 
intellect,  and,  tliencefoi-ward,  he  ceased  to  lead  in 
public  affairs.  On  the  22d  of  Februaiy,  1770,  a 
local  riot  led  to  the  shooting,  by  one  Eichardson, 
of  a  boy  named  Christo])her  Snyder,  the  lirst  vic- 
tim to  the  evil  passions  excited  b}"  the  state  of 
ailairs. 

The  merchants  of  the  town  had  been  nearly 
unanimous  in  giving  effect  to  the  popular  Avi.>h  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  English  goods,  although 
the  taxes  had  been  taken  off  of  all  im])orts  except 
tea.  Early  in  1770,  however,  a  new  tiuii  was  given 
to  popular  thought,  by  what  is  known  as  the  State- 
sti'eet  Massacre.  From  these  windows  we  overlook 
the  scene  of  tbis  famous  event,  but  it  has  Ijeen  too 
often  ■  described  to  need  more  than  the  briefest 
reference.  A  fight  bet\vec]i  the  soldiers  and  the 
workmen  at  Gray's  ropewalk,  on  March  2,  1770, 
had  raised  a  re.-entment  in  the  minds  of  the  troops, 
which  led  to  fatal  results.  On  Monday  evening, 
Maix-li  oth,  the  soldiers  began  to  show  signs  of 
insubordination.  In  and  arcjund  Iheir  ban-acks,  in 
Dock  square,  they  assailed  the  passers-by  with 
lln-eats  and  blows.  The  l)oys  of  the  town  rang 
the  bell  in  the  Fii>t  Chui'ch,  and  the  citizens  began 
to   throng    to\\  ards    the    Town   House.     A  large 
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crowd  g'tuhered  in  Dock  square,  for,  in  those  days, 
a  few  minntes"  walk  would  bring  every  householder 
to  the  centre  of  the  town.  Here  a  leader,  ])re- 
sumably  TS'illiani  3Iolineaux,  advised  the  people  to 
disperse  —  a  counsel  followed  by  part,  while  others 
started  for  State  street.  The  Custom  House  stood 
at  the  corner  of  State  and  Exchange  streets,  and 
there  a  sentinel  was  posted.  A  crowd  of  boys 
assaulted  him  with  snowballs,  until  a  messenger 
was  sent  hastily  to  the  guard-house  liear  by.  Some 
seven  or  eight  men,  under  Capt.  Preston,  at  once 
rushed  to  the  relief  of  the  guard,  loaded  quickly, 
and  stood  at  bay.  The  mol)  pressed  upon  them, 
striking  their  muskets,  and  otherwise  insulting 
them,  being  evidently  of  the  belief  that  the  soldiers 
Avould  not  fire.  The  order  was  given  to  present 
arms,  and  tlien  to  fire,  though  it  was  never  dis- 
covered who  gave  the  fatal  word.  A  rambling  fii'e 
by  the  guard,  at  these  close  quarters,  killed  three 
persons  and  Avounded  eight  others. 

At  once  the  partisans  of  each  side  rushed  to  the 
spot.  Tlie  soldiers  were  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle,  but  remained  under  the  control  of  their 
officers.  The  bells  of  the  churches  aroused  the 
alarmed  inbal^itants,  Avho  thronged  the  street  to 
gaze  upon  the  blood-stained  snow,  whicli  testified 
to  the  awfnl  tra<>edv.  A  few  hastened  to  summon 
Gov.  Hutchinson,  who,  "  to  satisf}^  the  people,  called 


1 


(1  t-::;'jr. 


;r :  ,  •nl]  M  .no  lA 

.    :;  ^  ,  V  ■  I  i..'.., 


',.■■'•1 


1 


OLD  STATE  HOUSE  EE-UEDICATIOX. 


83 


for  Captain  Preston,  and  inqiiired  why  he  fired 
upon  the  inhabitants  "without  the  direction  of  a 
civil  magMStrate.  The  noise  was  so  great  that  his 
answer  could  not  be  undei'stood,  and  some,  who 
wej'e  apjirehensive  of.  the  lieutenant-governor's  dan- 

'  ger  from  the  general  confnsion,  called  out,  '  The 
Town  House  I  the  Town  House!'  and,  with  irre- 
sistible violence,  he  was  forced  up  by  the  crowd 
into  the  Council  Cliamber.  Thei'c,  demand  was 
immediately  made  of  him  to  order  the  troops  to 
withdraw  from  the  Town  House  to  their  barracks. 
He  refused  to  comply,  and,  calling  from  the  bal- 
cony, to  the  great  body  of  people  which  remained 

.  in  the  street,  he  expressed  his  gi'eat  concei'n  at  the 
unhappy  event,  assured  them  he  A\'ould  do  every- 
thing in.  his  power  in  order  to  a  full  and  impartial 
inquiry,  that  the  la^v  might  have  its  course,  and 
advised  them  to  go  peaceably  to  their  several 
homes.  Upon  this  there  was  a  cry,  'Home!  home! 
and  a  great  part  separated  and  went  home."  — 
(Hutchinson,  iii.,  273.) 

Captain  Preston  and  the  soldiers  implicated  sur- 
rendered themselves  before  morning,  and  were  com- 
mitted to  jn-ison.  This  Avas  not  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  people,  and  a  town-meeting  was  held  in  Faneuil 
Hall.  The  selectmen  had  already  waited  upon 
Hutchinson,  in  this  chamber,  to  demand  the  removal 
of  the  troops  from  the  town,    He  rej^eated  that  he 
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haci  not  tlie  powev,  Ijut  snmmoned  Colonels  Dal- 
r}Tnple  and  Car]-  to  confer  ^vith  the  Conncil. 

IVhen  the  selectmen  reached  the  meeting  Samnel 
Adams  addressed  it.  A  connnittce  of  fifteen,  headed 
by  Adams,  proccedejl  to  the  Conncil  Chamljcr  to 
repeat  the  demand  for  the  removal  of  the  troops. 
The  connnittce  presented  its  message  and  withdrew 
into  another  room  to  Avait  for  an  answer.  Dalrymj^le 
consented  to  withdraw  tlie  29th  Eegiment  to  the 
Castle,  and  the  Conncil  adjonrned  till  the  afternoon, 
in  hopes  that  the  concession  would  prove  enough. 

At  three  o'clock  ihe  town-meeting  reassembled, 
but  adjonrned  to  ihc  Old  South  Church  to  accommo- 
date the  increasing  crowds.  "The  committee,  led 
by  Samuel  Adams,  his  head  bared  in  reverence  to 
the  occasion,  and  his  gray  lochs  llowing  in  the  wind, 
issued  from  the  Conncil  Chamber."  Through  a 
crowd  reaching  to  the  charcli  the  committee  silently 
passed,  and,  in  t!ie  i)rcsence  of  three  thonsand  eager 
listeners,  the  proposal  of  the  rojal  Governor  was 
annoimced.  It  A\  as  at  once  voted  to  be  insnflicient, 
and  a  new  coiiimitlee,  wilh  the  same  leader,  was 
appointed  to  mahc  a  Jiiial  demand. 

John  Adams  (  Lift-  and  Works,  Yol.  X.,  p.  249) 
has  eloqnenlly  described  the  scene  in  the  folloAving 
words:  — 

'•Xou-  for  tin-  pi'-iui'i'.  TIic  thontrc  niul  tlic  scouory  .ire  the 
same  with  tiiOs<'  at  thi'  lii-cii-.-iou  of  writs  of  assistance.  The 
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same  glorious  portraits  of  King  Ciiarl'os  II.  and  King  James  II., 
to  which  might  be  added,  and  sliould  lie  added,  little  miserable 
likenesses  of  Govenior  "Wintlnop.  Governor  Bradstrcct,  Governor 
Endicott.  and  Governor  Belclier,  hung  np  in  obscure  corners  of  the 
room.  Lieutenant-Governor  Hutchinson,  C'ommander-in-Cliief  iu 
the  absence  of  ' the  Governor,  must  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
council  table.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dalryniple,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  His  Majesty's  military  forces,  taking  rank  of  all  Ills  Majesty's 
counsellors,  must  be  seated  by  the  side  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  Commauder-iu-Chief  of  the  province.  Eight  and  twenty 
counsellors  must  be  painted,  all  seated  at  the  council  board.  Let 
me  see  — what  costume  ?  "Wliat  was  the  fashion  of  that  day  in  the 
mouth  of  March?  Large  wliite  wigs,  English  scarlet  cloth  cloaks, 
some  of  them  with  gold-lnced  hats,  not  on  their  heads,  indeed,  in  so 
august  a  presence,  but  on  the  table  before  them,  or  under  tlie  table 
beileath  them.  Before  these  illustrious  perso)iages  appeared 
Samuel  Adams,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Xvcpresentatives,  and 
their  clerk,  now  at  the  head  of  the  committee  of  the  great 
assembly  at  the  Old  South  Church." 

Such  was  the  situation  of  atTairs  when  Samuel  Adams  was 
reasoning  with  Lieutenant-Governor  Hutchinson  and  Lieutenaut- 
Colonel  Dalrymple.  He  liad  fairly  driven  them  from  all  their  out- 
works, breastworks,  and  intrenclnnents  to  their  citadel.  Tiiere 
they  paused  and  considered  and  deliberated.  The  heads  of 
Hutchinson  and  Dalrymple  wore  laid  together  iu  whispers  for  a 
long  time  ;  when  the  wliispering  ceased,  a  long  and  solemn  pause 
ensued,  extremely  painful  to  an  impatient,  expecting  audience. 
Hutchinson,  in  time,  broke  silence;  he  had  consulted  with 
Colonel  iJalrymple.  and  the  Colonel  liad  authorized  him  to  say 
that  he  Tiiiglit  order  one  regiment  down  to  tlie  Castle,  if  that  would 
satisfy  the  people.  AVith  a  self-recollection,  a  self-possession,  a 
self-cornmand,  a  presence  of  mind  that  was  admired  b}'  every  man, 
jjresont,  Samuel  Adams  arose  with  an  air  of  dignity  and  majesty 
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of  whicli  he  was  sometimes  capable,  stfetclied  fortli  his  arm, 
though  even  then  quivering  with  palsy,  and  witli  an  harinouiuus 
voice  ami  deeisi^'e  tone  said.  'If  the  Lieutenant-Governor  or 
Colonel  Dahvmple,  or  both  together,  have  uuthoi'ity  to  remove 
oue  regiment,  tlu-y  have  authority  to  remove  two,  and  nothing- 
short  of  the  total  evacuation  of  the  town  by  all  the  regular  troops 
will  satisfy  tlie  public  mind  or  preserve  the  peace  of  tlie  province.' 

These  few  words  thrilled  the  veins  of  ever}'  man  in  the 
audience,  and  produced  tlic  great  result.  After  a  little  awkward 
hesitation  it  was  agreed  tliat  the  town  should  be  evacuated  and 
both  regiments  sent  to  the  Castle." 

Hiitcliinson's  own  account  of  tlio  affair  agrees 
substantially  witli  tlii*,  tliougli  throAving  the  respon- 
sibility npon  Col.  Dali-yinple.  On  March  10  and 
11  the  two  regiments  were  removed  to  the  Castle. 


Surely  such  an  event  as  this  must  render  Ihis  hall 
forever  memorable.  Whatever  else  had  been  done, 
at  other  times  and  places,  here  was  taken  the  first 
open  ste])  toward  successful  rebellion.  A  govern- 
ment which  i-emoves  its  military  force  from  a  fort, 
a  town,  or  a  province,  at  the  demand  of  its  subjects, 
can  hope  to  regain-  its  ascendancy  in  the  future  onl}^ 
by  the  display  of  an  irresistible  armament  in  the 
same  place.  Hutchinson,  who  well  understood  the 
position,  wrote  to  a  friend,  in  March,  1770:  "The 
body  of  the  people  are  all  of  a  mind,  and  there  is 
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BO  stemming  the  torrent.  It  is  the  common  lan- 
guage of  Adams  and  the  rest,  that  they  are  not 
to  be  intimidated  by  acts  of  Parliament,  for  they 
Avill  not  be  execnted  here.  .  .  .  "We  are  most 
certainly  every  day  confirming  ourselves   in  our 

principles  of  independence  ;  and  tells  me  he 

is  fully  co]iviuced  that  nothing  but  sharp  external 
force  -will  l.ii'ins:  Boston  into  a  state  of  due  subordi- 
nation."    (Life  of  S.  Adams,  i.,  335.) 

The  Legislature  Avas  ccmvened  in  March,  1770, 
at  Cambridge,  despite  their  protest  that  tlie  writs 
specified  that  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  at  the 
Tovn  Llonse  in  Boston."  Samuel  Adams,  John 
Adams,  John  Hancock,  and  Joseph  LTaAA  ley,  Averc 
the  leaders  in  the  House,  abh'  assisted  by  Jaines 
BoAvdoin  in  the  Council. 

In  October  the  trial  of  Capt.  Preston  and  his 
soldiers  Ava-;  held  in  this  hall,  John  Adams  and 
Josiah  Quincy,  Ji-.,  acting  as  their  counsel,  and 
Pi'eston  Avas  fully  acquitted.  Tavo  of  the  soldio's 
Averc  convicted  of  manslaughter. 

"The  trials  Avere  far  from  satisfactory  to  the  ])rose- 
cutoi's  ;  and.  in  a  short  time,  a  great  part  of  the 
people  Avere  induced  to  believe  the  acquittals  unjust 
and  Cfjntrary  to  cvidijnce  ;  and  the  kilhng  of  the  me]i 
Avas  declared  to  be  a  horrid  massacre,  Avith  the  same 
fi'eedom  as  if  Iho  jury  had  found  those  concerned  in 
it  guilty  of  murder.    A  feAv  days  after  the  trial, 
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while  the  Court  contiimed  to  sit,  an  ineeiuliarv  jjapc-r 
Avas  posted  Tip.  in  tlie  nigln,  upon  tlic  door  of  tlie 
ToAvn  House.  eoinj)laining  of  the  Court  for  elieatino- 
the  injured  people  with  a  shoAV  of  jttstice,  and  calling 
upon  them  to  vise  and  free  the  world  from  such 
domestiek  tyrants.''    (Ilutehinsou,  iii.,  330.) 

The  re]iioval  of  the  train-band  from  tlie  Castle 
aud  its  delivery  to  the  royal  forces,  was  another 
ground  of  oflence  to  the  colonists. 

In  March,  1771,  Hutchinson's  commission  as 
Governor  arrived,  and  he  met  the  Legislature  at 
Cambridge  as  befoi-e.  In  the  preceding  year  he  had 
vetoed  the  election  of  eleven  of  his  Council,  as  they 
wei"e  of  the  popular  side.  In  this  >  ear  he  accepted 
them  all,  except  John  Hancock  and  Jerathmeel 
Bowers.  The  reported  disagreement  between  Han- 
cock and  Adams,  and  the  fact  that  the  latter  was 
opposed  in  his  election  in  May,  1772,  by  two  hundred 
and  eigliteen  votes  in  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  at  the  Boston  meeting,  probably  influenced  the 
Governor  to  allow  the  Legislature,  in  1772,  to  return 
to  its  old  apartments  in  this  l)uikling. 

As  I  confine  myself  to  what  was  done  Itere^  I  pass 
ovei"  tlie  vai'ious  events  which  teu<k'd  to  liasten  Ihe 
final  ruj)ture.  I>ul  it  was  in  the  adjoiniiig  hall,  al'ter 
ordering  the  galleries  to  be  cleared,  that  Samuel 
Adams  pioduced  those  confidential  letters  of  Hutch- 
iuson  to  his  English  friends,  whieh  convinced  the 


OLD  STATE  HOUSE  KK-DEDICATIOX, 


89 


public  tliat  til  ere  Avas  no  safet}^  for  any  of  the 
opponents  of  the  government. 

In  1773  it  became  known  lliat  the  experiment  was 
to  be  made  of  sliipj^ing  tea  to  this  country  and  of 
collecting  the  duty  upon  it. 

On  Xoveml.^er  28,  1773,  the  tea  arrived,  and,  as 
Hutchinson  bitterly  remarl^s,  "while  the  Governor 
and  Council  were  sitting  on  tlie  Monday  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber,  and  known  to  be  consulting  upon  means 
for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  town,  several  thou- 
sands, inhabitants  of  Boston  and  other  towns,  were 
assembled  in  a  ])ublick  meetiiig-house,  at  a  small 
distance,  in  direct  opposition  and  defiance."  ~We  all 
know  the  i-esult:  that,  after  exhausting  all  peaceable 
means  for  the  return  of  the  detested  herb,"  a  body 
of  patriots,  illegall}-  but  rightly,  took  the  responsi- 
bility of  consigning  three  hundred  and  fortj-two 
chests  of  tea  to  the  waves  of  Boston  Ilai-bor.  "  This 
"was  the  boldest  sti'okc  which  had  yet  been  struck  in 
America.  .  .  .  Their  leaders  feared  no  consequences. 
.  ,  .  They  had  gone  too  far  to  recede.  If  the  colo- 
nies Avere  subject  to  the  supreme  authority  and  laws 
of  Great  Biitain.  tlieir  offences  lono:  since  had  been 
of  the  highest  nature.  .  .  .  And  it  is  certain  that, 
ever  aftei*  this  time,  an  opinion  was  easily  instilled, 
and  was  constantly  increasing,  that  the  body  of  the 
people  liad  also  gone  too  lar  to  recede,  and  that  an 
open  and  general  revolt  must  be  the  consequence; 
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and  it  was  not  long  Ix'ibrc  actual  pro})aratioiis  were 
visibly  inalciiig"  for  it  in  most  })arts  of  tlii'  proA  Inee." 
(Hutchinson,  iii.,  439.) 

Of  course  tliis  pr(K-eeding  could  not  be  ignored  by 
Parliament,  and.  in  IMai'ch,  177-J,  the  ]>oston  Port 
Bill,  closing  the  port  during  the  pleasure  of  the  King, 
Avas  passed,  with  other  acts  talcing  all  the  power 
from  the  people  or  their  representatives,  and  giving 
it  to  the  Crown.  Persons  accused  of  rioting  coidd 
be  sent  to  England  for  trial,  and  S])ecial  orders  Avere 
given  for  the  arrest  of  Sanmel  Adams  and  other 
leaders. 

On  May  17.  177-1,  Thomas  Gage,  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  all  the  troops  in  this  conntiy,  ari'ived  in 
Boston,  connnissioned  as  Governor  of  the  province. 
Landing  at  Long  A\  harf,  he  was  escorted  up  State 
sti'eet  by  the  ]3oston  Cadets,  under  the  command  of 
Hancoclc.  In  this  hall  he  was  duly  sworn  into  office, 
and  f]"om  the  balcony  the  usual  ])roclamation  was  made. 

The  last  session  of  the  Legislatm-e  held  under  the 
ro3'al  govermnent  was  at  Salem,  on  June  7,  1774.  It 
was  dissolved  on  the  17th,  after  it  had  provided  for 
the  ap])ointment  of  James  Bowdoin,  Thomas  Gush- 
ing, .Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  as  delegates  to  the  Congi'ess  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia.  Thencefoi-ward  the  old  government 
was  extinct.  In  the  following  year  a  Provincial 
Congress,  elected  b}'  the  people,  assembled  at  Water- 
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to\\Ti,  to  exorci^^.c  poAvers  ackiioAvlcdged  by  all  Ihtj 
citizens  of  the  new  State.  In  Boston,  the  roj-al  Gov- 
ernor., -vdrh  his  select  hoard  of  thirty  counsellors, 
appointed  hy  liimself.  kept  np  for  a  "while  the  farce  of 
c'lxic  government.  The  trne  anlhority  was  in  his 
hands  as  commanding  the  troops,  and  his  official 
residence  was  at  the  Province  House,  opposite  the 
head  of  Milk  sti-eet. 

Hardly  anything  is  on  record  in  regard  to  the 
Town  House  during  the  siege.  It  is  stated  that  it 
Avas  used  as  a  l^arraclcs;  certain!}',  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  town,  no  complaint  Avas  made  of  any 
injury  done  to  it  by  the  troops.'--  On  the  19th  of 
April,  1775,  the  battle  of  Lcxuigton  Avas  fotight  ;  on 
the  17th  of  June  folloAving,  the  battle  of  Bimker  Hill. 
On  the  10th  October,  1775,  Gage  Avas  recalled  to 
England,  and,  during  his  absence.  Gen.  HoAve  com- 

*^As  an  evidence  of  the  demoralization  during  the  last  few'  days  of 
British  rule,  when  private  house>  were  openly  rol)bed  by  Crean  and  his 
Tory  aysociates,  we  find  that  on  Marcli  14,  177G,  Gen  Howe  issued  tlie 
following  proclamation:  — 

"The  cou)inander-in-chicf,  findinjr,  notwitlistunding  former  orders  that 
have  been  giv(.-n  to  forhid  i)lunderint:.  houses  have  heen  forced  ojien  and 
robbed,  lie  is  tlierefore  under  a  necessity  of  declaring'  to  the  troops  that 
the  first  soldier  who  is  cau'j;ht  plunderiiii;  will  lie  hanijed  on  the  sp<it. 

"  The  tomniander-in-chief,  having  been  informed  that  deju-edations  liave 
been  committed  in  the  Town  House,  offers  the  folhjwing  rewards  to  any 
person  or  persons  wiio  shall  convict  any  person  or  jiersons  of  cutting 
and  defacing  the  King's  and  Queen's  picture,  and  destroying  the  records  and 
other  jiuhlic  papers,  viz.:  For  the  King's  jiicture,  C')0 ;  for  the  Queen's 
picture,  £.jO  :  for  other  pictures,  records,  ami  public  jiajiers,  £20." 
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mauded  on  the  sea-board,  and  Gen.  Carleton  in 
Canada.  On  the  17th  of  March.  1776,  the  British 
troops  evacuated  the  town;  and,  on  the  20th,  the 
main  bodr  of  tlie  American  armv  raarclied  in. 

On  the  29t]i  of  Marcli,  the  citizens  of  Boston 
held  a  regular  meeting  for  the  election  of  town 
officers,  in  the  Old  Brick  Church,  Fanenil  Hall 
having  been  fitted  up  as  a  theatre  by  the  British 
officers. 

-  On  the  ISth  of  July,  177(5,  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  ^'  was  made  public,  with  great  parade 
and  exultation,  from  the  balcony  on  tlie  east  end."^ 

*^  "  Thursday  last,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Honorable  Council,  viis 
proclaimed  from  the  balcony  of  the  State  House  in  this  town  the  Declara- 
tion of  the  American  Congress,  absolving  the  United  Colonies  from  their 
allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and  declaring  tliem  free  and  independent 
atates.  There  were  present  on  the  occasion  in  the  council  chamber  a 
committee  of  council,  a  nuiuber  of  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives, 
the  magistrates,  selectmen,  and  other  gentlemen  of  Boston  and  tlie  neigh- 
boring tov.-ns,  also  the  commission  ofiicers  of  the  Continental  regiments 
stationed  here,  and  other  ofTiccr-'i.  Two  of  these  regiments  were  under 
arms  in  King  street,  formed  into  three  lines  on  the  north  side  of  the  street 
and  in  thirteen  divisions,  and  a  detachment  from  the  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment of  artillerj',  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  was  on  their  right  wing. 
At  one  o'clock  the  Declaration  was  proclaimed  by  Colonel  Thomas  Crafts, 
which  was  received  with  great  joy,  expressed  by  three  huzzas  from  a 
great  concourse  of  jieople  assembled  on  the  occasion.  After  which,  on 
a  signal  given,  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon  were  fired  from  the  fort  on  Fort- 
hill  ;  the  forts  at  Dorchester  Neck,  the  Castle,  Nantasket,  and  J'oint  Alder- 
ton  likewise  discharged  their  cannon.  Then  the  detacliment  of  artillery 
fired  tlieir  cannon  thirteen  times,  which  was  followed  by  the  two  regiment.s 
giving  their  fire  from  the  thirteen  divisions  in  succession.    These  firings 
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The  State  gGverament.  -which  consisted  of  the 
Legislature  without  a  Governor,  still  remained  at 
"^^'aterto^■\^l.  The  session  for  1776  begun  May  29, 
and  continued,  br  one  prorogation  and  one  adjoui-n- 
ment,  until  the  12th  of  Xoveniber,  when  it  was 
transferred  to  Boston.  The  "  Boston  Gazette,"  of 
Xovember  4,  ainiounces  its  own  removal  from 
TTatertoNvn  to  the  })rinting-office  opposite  the  Court 
House,  in  Queen  street,  and  in  its  next  issue, 
Monday,  Xovember  11,  states,  "  Saturday  last,  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State  adjourn'd  from 
AVatertown,  to  meet  at  the  State  House  in  this 
Town,  Tomo]TO^^",  at  Ten  o'clock." 

On  Xovemljer   IG,  1776,  seventeen  Councillors 


corresponded  to  the  number  of  the  American  States  united.  The  ceremony 
was  closed  with  a  proper  collation  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  council  chamber; 
daring  which  the  following  toasts  were  piven  by  the  president  of  the 
council,  and  heartily  pledged  b\-  the  company,  viz.:  — 

"'Prosperity  and  perpetuity  to  the  United  States  of  America.' 

"'The  American  Congress.' 

"  'General  Washington,  and  success  to  the  arms  of  the  United  States.' 

•''^The  downfall  of  tyrants  and  tyranny.' 

'"■  '  The  universal  prevalence  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.' 

"'The  friends  of  the  United  States  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe.' 

"The  bells  in  town  were  rung  on  the  occasion;  and  undissembled  festivity 
cheered  and  brightened  every  face. 

"  On  the  same  evening,  the  King's  Arms,  and  every  sign  w  ith  any  resem- 
blance of  it,  whether  Lion  and  Crown,  Pestle  and  Mortar  and  Crown, 
Heart  and  Crown,  etc.,  together  with  every  sign  that  belonged  to  a  Tory, 
were  taken  down,  and  the  latter  made  a  general  conflagration  of  in  King 
fcireet."  —  Stvj  England  Chronicle  for  July  25,  1776. 
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signed  a  proclaraatioii,  g-'ivon  at  the  Council  Cham- 
ber in  Boston,"  for  a  Tlianksgiving  t(^  be  observed 
on  December  12  following. 

The  various  State  officials  also  returned  to  this 
building,  Avhicli  continued  in  use  as  the  State 
House,  for  nearly  twenty  years.  In  1780  the  State 
Constitution  was  adopted,  and  John  Ilancoclc,  the 
first  Govei'nor  of  the  State,  was  installed  here,  to 
the  great  delight  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  James 
Bowdoin,  .Samuel  Adams,  and  Increase  Sumner, 
succeeded  Hancoclv,  and  presided  in  this  chambei'. 

In  1782  a  great  reception  was  given  in  the 
Council  C]iaml)er  to  the  Fi-ench  fleet  and  arm}-, 
then  returning  to  Europe. 

On  the  2:3d  of  Ai)i-il,  1783,  the  Proclamation  of 
Peace  was  received  here,  and  the  sheriff  of  the 
County  of  SuflVdk,  Josc])h  Henderson,  Esq.,  an- 
nounced tlie  same  from  the  balcony  of  the  State 
House,  at  one  o'clock,  befoi-e  which  a  large  con- 
course of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  the 
town  wci-e  assembled,  who  demonstrated  by  three 
loud  huzzas,  their  joy  upon  this  occasion.  After 
which,  thirteen  cannon,  from  the  fortresses  at  the 
Castle,  and  the  same  luimber  at  Fort  Hill,  were 
fired." 

In  178.J  the  view  of  tlie  Old  State  House  here 
aniicxed  was  used  on  tlie  title-page  of  the  Boston 
Magazine."    It  is  interesting  as  showing  that  the 
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Province  Arms,  or  their  supporters,  liad  di^-ap- 
peai-ed  fiom  the  eastern  Iront,  but  that  the  scrolls 
had  not  been  substituted;  and  that  tlie  steps  ^vere 
tlK-n  in  ])]aee.  It  also  shows  that  at  that  date 
this  buiUllng  ^vas  regarded  as  a  pectiliarl}-^  Bos- 
tonian  structtu-e,  and  therefore  figured  on  tlie  front 
l)age  of  a  Boston  book. 

Jn  October.  1789,  Washington  visited  Boston, 
and  reviewed  the  procession  in  his  lionor  fi'om  a 
balcony  ei-ected  from  tlie  centre  window  of  the 
E cpi-ij s en t a t i ve s'  Hall. 

Of  course  "Wa.-hington  had  seeii  the  State  Plouse 
in  1770,  when  lie  entered  the  town  with  his  victo- 
rious troops;  but,  on  this  occasion,  the  building  was 
the  centre  of  the  pageant  in  his  honor.  We  copy 
from  the  Massachttsetts  ^NLagazinc for  January, 
1790,  a  view  therein  engi-aved.  and  the  following 
''Desci'iption  of  the  Triumphal  Arch  and  Colomiade, 
erected  at  Boston,  in  honoui*  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  October  2^  1789.  —  The  Triumphal 
Arch  (designed  bv  3Ii-.  C.  Btilfinch)  was  IS  feet 
high,  composetl  of  a  centre  arch  l-i  feet  wide,  and 
one  on  each  side,  of  7  feet,  Avith  an  lonick  pilaster  and 
pi-oper  imposts  between  them.  The  frieze  exhibited 
13  stars  oii  a  blue  grottnd,  and  a  handsome  white, 
defitulo  coj-nlce  was  carried  to  the  heiglit  of  the 
platfomi;  above  Avas  painted  a  bfilnstrade  of  intei- 
laced  work,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  an  oval  tablet. 
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with  the  follo'wing  inscrijitions:  on  one  side,  ''To 
the  JIan  2cJio  unites  nil  Hearts,^  and  on  the  other, 
'  To  Columbia's  favourite  Son..^  At  the  end 
adjoinmg  tlie  State  Ilonse  was  a  panel  decorated 
with  a  Trophy,  composed  of  tlie  anns  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massac!) usetts,  and 
of  onr  French  Allies,  crowned  with  a  laurel  wreath; 
over  these  an  inscription,  'Boston  relieved,  JIarch 
17,1776,^  —  as  a  proof  of  a  grateful  reinembrance 
of  the  service  rendered  the  towji  hy  the  illustrious 
President  in  his  military  character.  Over  the  centre 
arch,  a  rich  canop}',  of  20  feet  in  height,  was  ei'ected, 
vdih  the  An:ierican  Eagle  perched  above. 

''The  Colonnade  (designed  by  Hon.  Ish.  DaAves) 
Avas  erected  at  the  west  end  of  the  State  House, 
adjacent  to  the  Arch.  It  was  comjiosed  of  six  large 
columns,  15  feet  high,  and  a  baluslrade  hung  in 
fi-ont  with  Pei'sian  car])ets,  on  which  were  wi'ought 
13  ro.ses.  The  circle  of  tlie  Colonnade  measured 
44  feet,  and  ])rojccted  boldly  into  the  main  street,  so 
as  to  exhiljit  in  a  strong  light  '  7.1/e  man  of  the 
'people.''  The  centi-al  west  window  of  the  State 
House  was  the  door  through  which  the  President 
passed  to  tlie  balustrade,  descending  from  a  plat- 
foijn  fou)-  easy  steps,  to  the  lloor  of  the  gallery, 
which  was  furnished  with  arm-chairs,  and  s])read 
with  rich  carpets.  On  this  platform  was  a  pedestal 
covered  with  green,  supporting  the  figure  of  Tlenty, 
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.  Bosto^nT,  Oct.   10,-  1789. 

.    \      S  this  towTi  is  shortly  fo  be  honoured  with  a  visit  from  the  PRE  SI  DENT  of  the  United  States  : 
A   \     In  order  that  've  may  pay  «ur  respects  to  him,  in  a  manner  w  hereby  every  inhabitam  may  see  so 
/— .    \    illustrious  and  amiable  a  ciiaracter,  and  to  prevent  the  disorder  and  danger  w  liich  mutt  ensue  froin 
great  assembly  ofjteople  without  order,  a  Committee  apjiointod  by  a  respectable  number  of  in- 
hahi'cautSj  met  for  the  purpose,  reconnnend  to  their  Fellow-Citizens  to  arrange  themselves  in  the  following  or- 
der, in  £  • 


jr-  iti  O  C 


TO 


It  is  also  recommended,  that  the  person  wlio  shall  be  clioseii  as  head  of  each  oi'dcr  of  Artizans,  Trades- 
men, jramifacturers.  i;c.  shall  be  known  by  dis])lriyin2  a  WIJITl!]  Ff/AG,  with  soinc  device  thereon  expr'js- 
siveof  their  several  callings,  and  to  be  numbered  as  in  tiic  arrangeincnt  that  follows,  wliich  is  alphabetically  dis- 
posed, in  order  to  give  freneral  satisfaction. — The  Artizans,  &,c.  to  display  such  insignia  of  their  craft,  as  they 
CtU  conveniently  carry  in  their  hands.  That  uniformity  mav  not  be  wanting,  it  is  desired  that  tiie  several 
Fiag-Etaffi  be  SEVKT*  feet  long,  and  the  Flags  a  tard  equari;. 

OJ^DER  OF  PROCESSION 


lUUSICK. 

The  St'c:l(uen, 
Overseers  of  the  PcC7. 
Town  Treaicrer, 
Town  Clerk,  , 
Magisirales, 

Consuls  of  France  and  Holland. 

The  OE:crs  of  his  MosLCliristian  Majesty's  Squadron, 

The  Rev,  CIc.-gy, 

Physicia.-.;, 

La'.vyeri, 

llcrcliar,:;-  and  Traders, 
Marine  Sociclj-, 
Masters  of  Vessels, 
Revenue  Officers, 
Strangers,  who  may  wish  to  attend 
Bakers, 


Blacksmiths,  tc. 
Block-mikers," 
Boat-buildcrs, 
Cabitet  and  Cbsir-niakers, 
Card-ca2ktrs, 

Carvers,  ... 
Cfcaise  ar.d  Coach.makcrs, 
Clock  ar.d  Wa'.ch-niakers, 
Coopers. 

Coppersinilhs,  Er.'izicrs  and  Foundor.', 

CordKraicers,  &ic. 

Distillers, 

Djck  Manufacturers, 
Engravers. 

Glaziers  and  Plumbt-rs. 


No. 
Ko, 

Ho: 
iNo. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No.  S. 
No.  Ci. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No, 


10. 

11. 

12. 
13. 
14. 
13. 
If. 


Gold.smiiils  ;nid  Jewcllos, 
Hair-Die.<5Li-i, 
Ilattcrs  and  Furrier?, 
House  CarpcntiMs, 

Leather  Drusscri,  and  Leather  Breeches 

Maker?,  ... 
Linincrs  and  Por'rai:  Painters. 
Blasons,  ^        •  -  -  - 

Filast-makers, 

Watliematical  Iiisirumcnt-mriRei's, 
IMillcr.s 

Painters,  .... 
Papci-  Staincri, 
Pcwlerers,  - 
Printers,  Ijook.Mndcrs  and  Stalinncrs, 
Rig:;eis, 
Kopc-inakct3, 
Saddlers. 

Snil-makcrs,  ... 
Shipwrir.lils,  to  include  Caulkers,  Ship-joiners 

Hcad.liiiiUlcr»  and  Saivytrs, 
^l!gar-boilcr5. 
TjIIoh  . Chandlers,  &c. 
Tanners. 
Taylors,. 

Tin-pliitc  AVorkcii, 
Tohacconisls, 
Truckmen, 

Turners,,  ... 
UphoUtercrs, 

\V  ha;  fingers,  ... 
\>  iieelurighti. 


No. 
No. 

No. 
No. 


No.  21. 

No.  22. 
No.  23, 
No,  24. 
No.  2:.. 
No.  2G. 
No.  27. 
No.  21!, 
No.  29. 
No.  30. 
No.  31. 
No.  32. 
No,  33. 
No.  34, 

No.  35. 

No.  30. 
No.  37. 
No,  8t!. 
No.  39. 
No.  40. 
Ko.  41. 
No.  42. 
No.  43. 
No.  44. 
No.  4  5. 
No,  46. 


Seamen, 

JJ.  II. — In  the  above  arranjeiaent,  some  trades  are  omitted — from  the  idea,  tint  thcv  would  incorporate  tliemsclvc?  ^itli  the  bran:l;es 
rrer.t-.orie^,  to  which  tfeey  are  jcneraliy  attached.  For  instance — it  is  sujipo^cd,  that  uji'drr  the  head  of  Jllaclismltlis,  the  Armourers,  Cutlers, 
V/Litesmiths  tnd  other  workers  in  iron,  would  he  included;  and  the  same  witli  respect  lo  other  trades. 

Each  dirisioa  of  the  above  arranjeraent  is  reo^uesteJ  to  meet  on  such  parade  as  it  may  a^^ec  on,  and  marcli  into  tfie  Mall — No.  !  of  the 
Artizans,  Stc.  forming  at  the  Soutli-end  thereof.  The  Marslialls  will  tljen  direct  iu  what  manner  the  I'locosion  v.illnioveto  nie<>t  the 
President  on  his  arrival  i.%  toTt II.  >Vhea  the  fi  b.-it  cf  the  Procession  arrives  at  the  extrcmit)- of  the  town,  it  will  h:ilt,  and  the  whole  will 
ileo  Le- directed  to  open  Ihc  column — oee  half  of  each  rank  moving  to  toe  right,  and  the  other  half  to  the  left — and  tli.-u  face  inwards,  so  s» 
to  form  an  avenue  through  which  the  President  is  to  pas^,  to  the  ^aleries  to  be  erected  at  the  Stalc-IIonsc. 

Iti:  refiue.'ted  .hat  the  several  School-masters  conduct  their  iViiolars  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  State-House,  and  form  them  in  such 
ordei  as  the  .'"arshalls  shall  d-.rect. 

Ti!t  Marine  Society  is  desired  to  appoint  some  peisoa  to  ari  angc  <ind  accompany  the  sea  men  . 
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with  lier  Cornucopice  and  oilier  emblems.  As  soon 
as  the  President  entered  this  Colonnade  he  was 
sainted  by  three  luizzas  from  the  citizens,  and  by  an 
Ode  (see  onr  Magazine  for  October,  1TS9,  page 
659),  sung  bra  select  choir  of  singers,  seated  nnder 
the  canopy  erected  over  the  arch.  The  whole 
formed  an  agreeable  spectacle,  and  heightened  the 
pleasure  of  the  day.'" 

^Ve  also  present  a  fac-simile  of  the  Order  of  Exer- 
cises on  that  interesting  occasion,  from  a  cop}^ 
preserved  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

Final]}-,  the  project  of  a  new  State  House  was 
agitated,  and  the  conier-stone  thereof  was  laid 
July  -J:,  1795,  with  jiasonic  honors.  It  Avas  first 
occupied  by  the  Legislature  on  the  11th  of  Jan- 
nary,  1798,  when  that  august  hodj  marched  in 
pi'ocession  from  the  Old  State  House  to  the  !N^ew. 

The  following  descri])tion,  Avritten  by  Thomas 
Pemberton,  a  local  antiquary,  in  1791,  was  printed 
in  the  collection  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  So- 
ciety, 1st  series,  vol.  iii.,  p.  250:  — 

"  The  State  House,  called  the  Town  House.  The  Ijuikling  first 
erected  for  goveriimeutal  business  was  placed  at  the  head  of  King- 
street,  and  was  cousunied  by  fire  in  1711.  In  the  3'ear  following, 
a  uew  brick  building  was  raised  on  the  same  spot  and  met  with  a 
like  fate  llic  9th  of  December,  1747;  when  some  of  the  records 
and  ol!ii,-r  public  papers  were  destroyed.  It  was  repaired  in  the 
year  following,  in  its  present  fonn,  and  is  in  lengtli  110  feel,  in 
breadth  o8  feet,  and  three  stories  high.    On  the  centre  of  the 
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roof  is  a  tower,  consisting  of  three  stories,  finished  aconling  io 
the  Ti;sc:\n,  Doric  and  Ionic  orders.  From  tlie  upper  slury  is  an 
extensive  prospect  of  the  harljor,  into  the  bay  and  of  tlie  conntry 
adjacent. 

"The  lower  floor  of  the  building  serves  for  a  covei'od  walk  for 
any  of  the  inhabitants.  On  this  floor  are  kept  the  olliees  of  the 
clerks  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
The  chambers  over  it  are  occupied  liy  tiie  General  Court,  the 
senate  in  one  and  the  representative  body  in  the  opposite  chamber. 
The  third  story  is  appropriated  for  the  use  of  tlie  Committees  of 
the  General  Court.  On  the  lower  floor  are  ten  pillars  of  the  Doric 
order,  which  support  the  chambers  occupied  liy  the  Legislature. 
This  building  is  in  Cornhill.  one  mile  two  liundred  and  seventy- 
nine  yards  from  AN'ashingtou-street,  the  late  fortification  entrance 
from  the  ueck  into  the  town.  Its  hititude  is  42  dcg.  21  min. 
north  ;  the  longitude  is  71  deg.  3  min.  oO  sec.  west  from  Green- 
^\'ich,  in  England." 

hare  already  priuted  {ante,  p.  63)  the  desei'ip- 
tion  of  the  building,  published  hi  xVugust,  1791,  in 
the  "Massachusetts  Magazine."  In  tlie  same  magazine 
for  July,  1793,  there  was  published  a  larger  engrav- 
ing, here  reproduced,  but  no  explanation  was  given 
except  a  reference  to  the  earlier  issue. 

Aftei-  the  Legislature  had  (lc])ai-ted,  the  Town 
House  fell  upon  evil  days.  The  town-meetings 
were  held  in  the  enlarged  Fane  nil  Ilall,  with  Avhich 
we  are  fjimiliar.  The  courts  wei"e  transl'eri-ed  to 
the  Coiul  House  on  Court  street,  and  the  old  build- 
ing Avas  given  up  to  va)jous  tenants.  The  records 
of  the  town  and  of  tlie  selectmen  do  not  enable  us  to 
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give  full  details  of  the  ocotipants.  In  fact,  until  1803 
the  title  to  the  estate  was  in  doubt.  The  State 
claimed  the  right  to  sell  the  property,  and  to  take 
one-half  the  proceeds.  To  this  the  town  stoutly  de- 
murred, claiming  tlie  fee  of  the  land,  and  a  moral 
right,  at  least,  to  specify  the  nses  to  which  the  build- 
ing should  be  put.  An  elaborate  report  to  this  effect 
is  on  the  town  records  for  1798.  Finally,  Feb.  15, 
1803,  a  resolve  was  passed  (Resolves,  c.95,  of  1803), 
authorizing  three  commissioners  to  sell  the  Coinmon- 
wenlth's  interest  to  the  town  for  the  sum  of  §6,000. 
A  like  release  vras  obtained  from  the  counties 
of  Suffolk  and  Xorfolk,  for  the  sums  of  §1,923.43 
a]id  .81,170. .58  respectively."'-' 

Th(!  tovrn  then  voted.  May  23,  1803,  to  lease  the 

^'Tlie  following  doeJ,  the  original  of  -w-hich  now  hangs  on  these  waits,  is 
recorded  in  the  Suffolk  Registry,  Vol.  205,  fol.  207  :  — 

Know  all  Men  by  these  presents  :  That  we,  the  undersigned,  being  ap- 
pointed a  Commiitee  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  ^Massa- 
chusetts, by  their  resolve  of  the  fifteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  throe,  "and  authorized  with  full  power  to  make  sale  of  all  the 
Commonwealtli's  Estate,  right,  title  and  Interest,  in  and  to  the  Old  State 
House,  to  the  Town  of  Bo.ston,  or  such  jterson  or  persons,  and  on  such 
terms,  as  said  Committee  shall  judge  will  Ije  most  for  the  Interest  and  lionor 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  to  execute  good  and  suflicient  Deed  or  Deeds  of 
release  thereof  —  and  to  pay  the  proceeds  or  deliver  the  securities  which 
they  may  receive  therefor,  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth." 

For  and  iu  consideration  of  tlie  sum  of  six  thousand  Dollars  for  the  use  of 
the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  paid  by  tlie  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bos- 
ton, in  the  County  of  Suffolk  — the  receipt  whereof  we  do  hereby  acknowl- 
edge, Do  by  the.^e  presents,  sell,  release  and  forever  quit  claim  unto  the  said 
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Old  State  IIoiisc  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  ten  nor 
more  than  lifty  years,  to  be  occnpied  for  public  or 
private  offices,  and  such  other  purposes  only  as  the 
selectmen  for  the  time  beiiig  shall  approve,  and  that 
]io  alterations  be  made  in  the  external  form  of  the 
building  withotit  their  approbation."  The  selectmen 
■u'ere  instrttctcd  to  carry  the  vote  into  effect,  and 
Avere  allowed  to  employ  any  ag-ent  necessary. 

Inhabitfiuts  of  the  To^vn  of  Boston,  all  the  said  Coiuinonwealth's  Estate, 
right,  title  and  Interest  in  and  to  the  building  called  the  Old  State  House, 
situate  at  the  head  of  State  street,  in  Boston  aforesaid. 

To  have  and  to  hold,  the  above  released  premises,  to  the  said  Inhabitants 
of  the  To^vn  of  Boston  and  their  assigns  forever. 

In  vitness  vhereof,  "We  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  in  Boston, 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three. 

Ekocii  TiicoMi!  &  a  Seal. 

Aaron  Hill  &  a  Seal. 

Nicno's  Tjllixgiiast  &  a  Seal. 
Signed,  scaled  and  delivcr'd  in  presence  of 
Sam.  Cazseau. 
Enw'u  McLaxe. 
Jacob  Kiiiy. 

SurroLK,  ss.    Boston,  April  20th,  1S03. 

Then  the  above  named  Enoch  Titcomb,  Aaron  Hill  and  Nicholas 
Tillinghast,  Esquires  personally  appeared,  and  in  their  capacity  as  aforesaid 
acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  by  them  subscribed,  to  be  their  free 
act  and  deed. 

Before  mo 

Joiix  Avery  Jus:  Peace. 

A  Tnie  Copy. 

Attest:  Joiix  Avery  Secretary. 

In  lib.  205,  fol.  21.5,  is  the  deed,  dated  .May  21,  ISu:!,  by  which  Setli  Bal- 
lard, Thomas  Vv'illiams,  .Jr.,  and  Moses  Everett,  comniissioncrs  ajipointed  by 


OLD  STATE  IIOI'SE  RE-DEDJCATIOX. 


101 


It  \YOuld  seem  that  in  1S09  a  Dr.  ]\and  Vvas  one 
tenant;  in  1810  a  Mi-.  Bui-lcy,  and  also  the  Colnm-- 
bian  lusiii'ance  Co.  In  1811  the  office  lateh^  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Park  was  divided  into  smaller  rooms. 
In  1812  the  cellars  were  let  for  three  yeai's,  for  SGOO, 
to  B.  Foster,  Josiah  Siders,  and  Edward  Flood,  or 
Floyd.  xVpril  29,  1812,  the  Cotmty  Treasurer  was 
assigned  a  room  adjoining  westcily  that  of  the  ToAvn 
Treasurer.  July  8,  18]  2,  the  room  lately  hired  by 
Hem-y  Messenger,  and  then  b}"  Samuel  D.  Parker, 
was  ^-aluod  at  .?200  rent.  In  1813,  Mr.  Harrington's 
rent  was  reduced  to  S120,  and  aj^plications  for  a  re- 
duction were  made  by  the  Commercial  Insurance 
Co.,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  Siders.  In  the  spring  of 
181 G  Mr.  11.  X.  liogers  applied  in  behalf  of  the  gen- 
tlemen associated  at  Merchants'  Hall,  and  obtained 
leave  to  use  the  lanthorn  of  the  Old  State  House  as 
an  observatory^  for  shijjs.  The  rents  then  fixed  were 
for  Mr.  Barry  SSOO,  Mr.  Pea  SSOO,  Gilbert  and  Dean 
S200,  Beal  and  Hobart  8150.  (Mr.  William  P>arry 
kept  a  hat-store  there  in  182G.)    Mr.  Messenger  de- 

the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  county  of  Xorfolk,  sold  to  the  town  of 
Boston  all  the  riglits  of  that  county  in  the  OKI  State  House,  for  §1,17G.5S. 
This  county  was  in  part  formed  from  tlie  old  county  of  Suffolk,  ■which 
had  a  quarter  interest  in  tlie  building. 

In  lib.  2  iC,  fol.  is  a  similar  deed,  dated  July  21st,  ISO."),  from  Samuel 
Gardner,  Ebcnczer  Seaver,  and  Josiah  Batcheldor,  simihir  commissioners 
for  the  county  of  Suffollc,  to  sell  that  county's  right  in  said  building  to  the 
town  of  Boston.    The  whole  title  is  thus  clearly  vested  in  our  city. 
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cliriod  to  par  a  rent  of  .'?300;  and  the  office  lately 
occupied  by  Mr.  Selfridge  was  let  to  Mr.  Parker,  for 
§350. 

In  January,  1817,  Mr.  Greenwood  applied  for  the 
Tipper  part,  and  was  informed  that  the  lowest  I'cnt 
would  be  Sl,200.  Probably  this  was  Mr.  E.  A. 
Greenwood,  who  opened  his  nnisenm,  Jnly  4-,  1818, 
in  Conrt  street. 

We  copy  the  following-  description  from  Shaw's 
HistoiT  of  Boston,  prhited  in  jSIT:  — 

Old  State  Hocsk.  —  The  building  first  erected  for  govoru- 
mental  business  vrns  placed  at  the  liead  of  King-street,  and  was 
cousuined  by  fire  in  1711.  In  the  year  following  a  new  brick 
building  was  rai&ed  on  the  same  spot,  and  met  a  like  fate  on  the 
0th  of  Deccmlicr.  17-17,  when  some  of  the  records  and  other 
public  papers  were  destroyed.  It  was  repaired  in  the  year  follow- 
ing, in  its  present  form,  and  is  in  length  one  hundred  and  ten 
feet,  in  breadtli  thirty-eight  feet,  aiid  three  stoi-ies  high.  On  tlie 
centre  of  the  roof  is  a  tower,  consisting  of  three  stoi'ies,  finished 
according  to  the  Tuscan,  Dorick  and  loniek  orders.  From  tiic 
upper  story  is  an  extensive  prospect  of  tlio  liarbor,  into  the  bay, 
and  of  the  country  adjacent.  The  lower  Hoor  of  the  building- 
served  for  a  covered  walk  for  any  of  the  inhabitants.  On  this 
floor  were  kept  the  offices  of  the  cleiks  of  tlie  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  The  chauibers  over  it  were 
occupied  by  tlie  General  Court,  the  senate  in  one  and  the  rep- 
resentative Itodv  in  the  opposite  chamber.  Tlie  third  story  was 
appropnalC'd  for  tlie  use  of  the  committees  of  tlie  General  Court. 
Ou  the  lowci'  floor  were  ten  pillars  of  tlie  Dorick  order,  which 
supported   the   chambers   occupied   by  the   Legislature.  Tliis 
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building  is  in  Cornliill,  one  mile  two  lunulrcd  and  seventy-nine 
yards  from  "Washington  street,  the  late  fortiOcation  entrance  from 
the  neck  into  the  town. 

Dec.  23,  1S19,  Col.  Daniel  MesslDger  hired  his 
room  and  the  one  adjoining,  lately  occupied  hy 
C'Jiarles  Bridge,  for  -8500. 

June  22,  1S20,  the  toAvn  voted  to  lease  all  the 
rooms  above  the  lO^N  cr  story,  cxec]3t  two  on  Cornhill 
(i.e.,  AYashington  street),  for  to  the  Free- 

masons, and  the  selcctmeu  made  a  lease  accordingly 
for  ten  years  from  October  1.  The  records  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  show  that  the  last  meeting  was  June 
9,  1830. 

January  30,  1822,  the  Directors  of  the  United 
States  BanV,  beiug  in  search  of  a  snitable  ))lace, 
oflei-ed  to  bu}'  the  bnilding;  bnt  the  offer  Avas  not 
accepted. 

The  folloAviug  desci'iption  from  the  first  edition  of 
Bowen's  ''Picture  of  Boston,"  1S28-9,  shows  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  nntil  1830:—  '    •  • 

Old  Statk  Hocsi;. — The  building  first  erected  for  govcjn- 
niental  ljusiuess  was  placed  at  the  head  of  State-street.  It  has 
been  twice  liumt.  The  last  time  it  was  destroyed  was  in  17J7, 
and  it  was  repaired  in  its  present  form,  in  the  following  year. 
The  building  is  in  length  110,  in  breadth  38  feet,  three  stories 
high,  finished  according  to  tlie  Tuscan,  Dorick  and  Ionic  orders. 
The  lower  story  of  tliis  building  is  now  rented  by  the  cily  for 
stoi'cs  and  oflices,  the  second  and  lliird  stories,  except  one  r<^om 
at  the  wot  of  the  second  story  (which  is  occupied  for  tlie  city 
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Treasurer's  oflice).  are  occupied  l>y  the  ]\[;\sonic  Lodges  in  Bostou. 
The  Masouie  Ilnll  is  elegantly  einliellished  :  tlie  decorations  and 
furuitiue  are  very  rich  and  approiaiate.  and  the  room  is  sntTieiently 
capacious  for  most  masonic  purposes.  It  measures  43  by  32  feet 
and  is  IG  feet  high.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  lodges  that 
liold  their  meetings  here,  viz..  — 

Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
December.  Marcli.  June  and  September. 

Grand  Chapter,  2d  Tuesday  in  December,  June  and  Sep- 
tember. 

St.  John's  Lodge  on  1st  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

St.  Audrovr's  ou  2d  Tiun>day  of  each  month. 

Massachusetts  on  last  Trida}-  of  each  month. 

Columbian  on  1st  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Mouut  Lebanon  ou  last  ^londa}'  of  each  mouth. 

St.  Andrew's  Chapter  on  1st  AYednesday  of  each  mouth. 

.St.  Paul's  Chapter  ou  3d  Tuesday  of  eaeli  month. 

Council  of      I\L  on  last  "Wednesday  of  eacli  month. 

Encampment        d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

This  building,  being  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  first 
streets  in  Boston,  has  quite  a  pleasant  and  imposing  appearance 
to  the  stranger  as  he  approaches  it  from  Long  Wharf.  In  Dale's 
"  Survey  of  Bor-ton  and  Vicinity,"  the  measures  of  distances  are 
reckoned  fxom  this  building. 

Tlie  accoinpaiiyiug-  view  i>  part  of  a-  large  picture 
painted  in  1329,  by  Salmon,  from  a  point  on  Pein- 
bcrton  Hill. 

The  city  government  was  inangurated  at  Fanenil 
Hall,  May  1,  bnt  no  ari-augemeiits  had  heen 

made  for  a  City  Hall.  As  will  be  more  fally  shown 
in  Appendix  F,  accommodation  was  obtained  for  the 
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yarious  depni-tmciits  m  diirerciil  buildings,  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Council  being  provided  for  in  the  Stone 
or  County  Court  House  on  School  street,  on  the  site 
now  covered  by  City  Hall.  Such  a  state  of  affairs 
was.  of  course  inconvenient,  and  the  project  of  a  City 
Hall  was  soon  agitated. 

In  1S30  it  was  decided  to  occupy  the  Old  State 
Hou-e  for  city  purposes.  Dining  these  eight  yeai's 
the  preservation  of  the  buildiiig  had  been  twice  in 
df)ubi.  In  Xovember,  1S25,  it  came  near  destruction 
by  fil'c,  as  the  following  vote  shows:  — 

In  l>oflid  of  Aldermen,  January  23,  182G.  "It  Laving  been 
made  known  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  thnt,  at  the  lire  in  Court 
street  in  November  last,  Mr.  Alraoran  Holmes  and  Mv.  Bela 
Lincoln  were  instrumental  iu  preserving  the  City  Building  ealled 
the  Old  State  House,  by  permitting  tliemselves  to  be  let  down 
from  the  cupola  to  the  ridge-pi>]e  of  llic  building,  and  from  tlience 
extinguishing  tlie  lire  that  had  already  rekindled  upon  the  roof 
thereon:  Jit- solved  that  \hc  thanks  of  this  board  be  presented  to 
them  for  their  distinguished  exertions  in  preserving  vrith  so  much 
pkill  and  at  so  much  personal  hazard,  in  tlie  mannei'  above  stated, 
the  property  of  the  city  from  destruction." 

Again,  in  1826,  the  Washington  Monument  Asso- 
ciation, was  desirous  of  obtaining  a  site  for  Chan- 
try's statue,  now  placed  in  the  State  House.  They 
finally  decided  that  the  best  place  would  be  on  the 
site  of  the  Old  State  House,  in  a  building  to  be 
erected  for  the  purpose.    In  a  report  published  by 
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the  trustees  tliev  stated  "  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  Committee  to  prefer  the  site  of  the  Old  State 
House  had  reference  as  much  to  the  lioiior  and 
interests  of  tlie  City,  to  its  oi'namcnt  and  con- 
venience, as  to  the  peculiar  litness  of  this  spot  for 
the  permanent  location  of  a  monument  in  honor  of 
our  First  Citizen.  This  place  was  selected  in  the 
infancy  of  our  State,  as  the  seat  of  Legislation  and 
Juri>prudence.  In  the  edifice  there  erected,  a  suc- 
cession of  jirjn,  enlightened,  and  vigoi-ous  measures 
of  I'esistance  to  the  usurpations  of  the  ]>ritish 
ministry  were  devised  and  adopted,  "which  niust  he 
considered  as  the  more  immediate  causes  of  our 
Xati<jnal  Indejjendence,  and  it  seems  to  be  diilicult 
to  reconcile  the  comparatively  degraded  uses,  to 
which  that  edifice  has  since  been  condemned,  with 
the  uniform  patriotism,  and  veneration  for  the  found- 
ers of  oui-  l\e]3nblic,  for  which  the  Cit}^  of  Boston 
has  been,  at  all  ])eri()ds  of  its  histor}",  so  distin- 
guished." The  committee  to  jiresent  this  re])ort 
consisted  of  John  Lowell,  James  Lloyd,  John  Davis, 
John  C.  "Warren,  AVilliam  Sullivan,  and  Edward 
Everett.  Objection,  lioAvevei",  was  made  b}'  the 
public,  and  the  l)uilding  happily  escaped  deslrnctiini 
at  the  hands  of  those  Avho  esteemed  themselves  its 
friends. 

The  work  of  restoration,  in  1830,  was  confided  to 
Isaiah  Kogers,  and  he  entrusted  part  of  the  details  to 
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a  young  avclutect  just  beginning  the  scries  of  works 
which  ma.kes  the  name  of  William  Washburn  fomihar 
to  us.  It  was  a  time  when  classical  types  were  in 
vogue,  and,  therefore,  the  additions  were  patterned . 
on  Grecian  models.  Heavy  wooden  jiorticos  Avere 
added  at  each  end,  and  these  halls  on  the  second 
floor  were  fitted  to  the  uses  of  the  City  Council. 
In  this  room  the  Aldermen  met;  in  the  Repre- 
sentatives' Hall  the  Commoit  Council.  The  pre- 
ceding extracts  from  Bowen  and  .  Shaw,  with  the 
accompanyhig  ])ictures,  fully  illustrate  this  occu- 
jiancy,  which  lasted  foi-  ten  years,  until  ISfO,  and 
wliich,  indeed,  is  recollected  l)y  many  of  our 
citizens. 

To  complete  the  record  we  copy  the  following 
from  the  third  edition  of  Bowen's  "Picture,'''  dated 
1838,  Avhen  thei'c  Avas  already  a  discussion  about 
leaA"ing  the  building:  — 

Cnv  ITall.  — The  first  buiMiDg  for  governmental  business  was 
erected  fit  tlie  head  of  v.hat  was  then  ealled  King-.street,  about 
ICOS.  It  has  been  twice  burnt.  The  last  time  it  Mas  destroj^ed 
was  1717.  and  it  was  repaii-ed  in  the  following  year  nearly  in  its 
present  form.  The  building  is  in  length  110,  in  breadth  .88  feet, 
three  stones  high,  finished  according  to  the  Tuscan,  Doric  and 
Ionic  orders.  Till  recently  it  was  called  tlie  "  Old  State  Iloii.se." 
The  latitude  of  this  building  is  very  near  42  deg.  21  min.  north; 
the  longitude  is  71  deg.  .3  min.  .30  sec.  west  from  Greenwich,  iu 
England. 

After  the  Eevolutiou,   it  was  the  place  of  luectiug  for  the 


■I  r  ,j  ,i  ,1. 


108 


OLD  STATE  HOUSE  liE-DEDICATIOX. 


General  Court.  liU  after  Ibe  ooniplefion  of  tlie  State  House  near 
Beacon  Hill.  From  about  tliat  time,  to  the  year  1830  (thirty 
years),  the  lower  floor  and  cellar  were  used  by  various  tradesmen, 
Insurance  Offices,  etc. 

On  the  17th  Sept  ,  1830,  haviuo;  been  thoroughly  repaired,  it 
was,  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Cit}' Government,  called  the  "  City 
Hall,"  —  by  which  name  it  has  since  been  designated.  It  stands 
at  the  head  of  State  street  and  on  the  line  of  "SVashington  street, 
the  Broad  w.'iy  of  the  metropolis  of  Alassachusetts,  having  a  tower 
overlooking  most  of  the  city  and  harbor,  rising  from  the  centi'e  of 
the  roof.  The  fronts  on  AVashiugton  and  State  strec?ts  have  each 
a  portico.  Being  in  the  very  focus  of  business  and  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  city,  the  use  to  wliich  this  veiier.-djlc  pile  is  now 
devoted  appears  to  give  universal  satisfaction. 

On  the  first  floor  arc  three  large  rooms  ;  that  facing  Washing- 
ton street  is  the  Post-Office.  At  the  other  extremity,  looking 
jdown  State  street,  is  Topliff's  News  Room,  one  of  the  best  con- 
ducted establishments,  for  tlie  accommodation  of  merchants,  in  the 
United  States.  Tlie  middle  room,  a  lofty  apartment,  supported 
by  pillars,  is  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  and  common  thorough- 
fare to  the  public  oflices. 

From  this  central  room  is  a  flight  of  winding  stairs,  leading  to 
a  snite  of  apai  tnients  in  the  second  story.  Directly  over  the  Post- 
Oflice  is  the  Hall  of  tlie  Common  Council,  in  which  tliey  ordinarily 
meet  on  puljlic  business.  In  the  opposite  end  of  the  building  is 
the  Hall  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen.  In  tliis  room  tlie  chief 
Magistrate  of  the  city,  together  with  the  City  Clerk,  remain 
through  the  day,  in  the  discharge  of  their  ordinary  duties.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  liold  their  meetings,  also,  on  Monday  even- 
ings. Around  the  circular  area  of  the  stairs  are  a  series  of 
Oflices,  viz.,  the  Auditor's,  Treasurer's,  Assistant  City  Clerk's, 
Clerk  of  Common  Council,  and  the  Health  Otiice,  which  latter 
accommodates  the  City  Marshal,  Superintendent  of  Burial  Grounds, 
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Phvsiciaii  of  the  Port,  Captain  of  the  Port,  Captain  of  tlie  Watch, 
Supoiintendeut  of  Lamps,  and  the  Coiniiiissioncr  of  Streets. 

Another  flight  of  staiis  leads  to  the  third  storv,  in  whicii  is  the 
Ofnce  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  Citj'  Land 
Commissioner,  Messenger,  a  Committee  Eoom,  and  a  large  Hall, 
in  ■vrhieh  is  a  recently  organized  publjc  Vaccine  Institution,  for  the 
gratuitous  inoculation  of  the  poor. 

The  whole  is  lighted  with  g;is,  as  well  as  the  lamps  nt  the  four 
corners  of  tlie  building.  Pesides  being  ornamental  to  tlie  city, 
the  concentration  of  so  many  important  oQices  under  one  roof 
renders  the  City  Hall  an  object  of  peculiar  interest. 

On  the  21st  of  Xoyember,  1832,  about  five  o'clocic  in  the  morn- 
ing, tliis  ancient  building,  the  scene  of  so  many  interesting  events, 
again  took  fire  from  an  opposite  building,  under  the  slool  of  one 
of  the  Lutheran  windov>"s,  which  soon  communicated  with  the 
under  side  of  tiie  roof,  and  had  it  not  been  fo)-  the  uncommon  ex- 
ertions of  t\ic  fire  department  it  nmst  Imve  been  completely  pros- 
trated in  a  little  time.  As  it  was.  howeyer,  the  d.-images  were 
easily  repaired.  The  appropriation  of  the  Council  for  the  purpose 
■was  83,500.00.  Z^o  papers  of  importance,  ■were  lost,  and  the 
curious  records  of  the  cit}-,  from  its  first  settlement,  for  a  third 
time,  ■were  safel}'  rescued  from  a  devouring  element. 

In  Hales'  "  Survey  of  Boston  and  Vicinity,"  the  measures  of 
distance  are  reckoned  from  this  building. 

The  building  Avas,  for  a  third  time,  put  in  peril, 
when,  on  the  21st  of  Xovenihei-,  1832,  the  fire  in 
a  building"  opj)o.<ite  was  connnunieated  to  the  roof 
of  this  building,  but,  happily,  was  soon  arrested. 
Salmon's  picture  of  the  event  is  fomiliar  to  us  all, 
having  been  engraved  on  the  diplomas  of  the  Fire 
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Depai'tmciit.  Sui'ely  we  mav  say  of  tlie  veneraljlc 
tower,  almost,  in  Longfellow's  Avorcls,  — 

"In  the  markct-placc  of  Bruges,  stands  the  belfry  old  find  brown, 
Tlirice  consumed  and  tliricc  rcbuildud,  still  it  matches  o'er  the  town." 

After  the  removal  of  tlie  City  ITall  to  its  School- 
street  site,  this  bnikliug  was  again  aljandoned  to 
bnsiness  purposes,  and,  in  the  hands  of  snecessive 
lessees,  it  ra])idly  deterioi'ated.  A  hideous  mansard 
roof  disfigured  its  external  Hues  ;  nCw  jiarlitioirs 
obliterated  for  tlie  time  the  fair  propoi-lions  of  these 
halls  ;  signs,  telegraph  Avires  and  ]3()les  in  countless 
number  contributed  to  the  sliamcful  defacement. 
The  annexed  copy  of  an  engraving  issued  at  that 
elate  portrays  the  wi'cck  bettei'  than  any  description 
can.  So  completely  were  the  memories  of  the  site 
forgotten,  and  so  arrogant  -were  the  fancied  demands 
of  commerce,  that,  in  lS7o,  it  was  almost  decided 
to  pull  down  Ihe  building,  llajjpily  Ijetter  coimsels 
preA^ailed,  and  the  building  was  spai'ed,  though 
even  then  it  received  a  fresh  injury  in  the  form 
of  a  huge  stairway  cut  through  tlie  walls  of  the 
(pastern  end,  as  shown  in  the  ])iclLire  of  that  date. 
In  1S81,  the  City  Council  autliorized  tliat  work  of 
restoration,  Avhich,  on  its  completion,  is  to-day 
submitted  to  your  consideration. 

A  complete  account  of  what  has  Ijoen  done  is  to 
be  read  in  Appendix    G,    furnished    by  the  City 
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Architect.  It  Avill  be  cnougli  to  state  at  present, 
that  ^ve  iiOAv  Ix-holcl  siih.-staiitially  the  same  halls 
which  echoed  the  eloquence  of  Adams,  Quiiicy, 
Otis,  and  Warren,  and  Avliieh  "witnessed  the  Ijaflled 
intrigues  of  Ilntchinson  and  Oliver,  and  the  nn- 
snccessfnl  plans  of  Gage  and  Clinton,  Howe  and 
Burgoyne.  • 

"\Vhen,  in  ISOO,  ITai-i-ison  Gray  Otis,  then  mayor 
of  the  city,  stood  here  to  wedcome  the  inau^-nration 
of  his  government,  he  thus  addressed  the  Council 
in  regai'd  to  this  building  :  — 

"It  cxliibits  )io  pomp  of  avclntecUiral  graudcui' or  vofiiied  tnste, 
ancl  luis^uo  pretensions  to  vie  with  the  innguiliceiit  structures 
of  otiier  countries  or  even  of  our  0T\  n.  Yet  it  is  a  goodly  and 
venerable  pile ;  and  with  recent  improvements  is  an  ornament 
of  the  place,  of  whose  liberty  it  was  once  the  citadel.  And  it 
has  an  interest  for  Bostoniaus  who  enter  it  this  day,  like  that 
whieli  is  felt  by  grown  children  for  an  ancient  matron  liy  whom 
tliey  were  reared;  and  whom,  visiting  after  years  of  absence, 
tbey  find  in  her  ne:U.  chaste,  old-fashioned  attiie,  sprneed  u[)  to 
receive  them,  witli  ber  comfoils  about  lier.  and  the  same  kind, 
hospital  lie,  and  excellent  creature  wliom  tliey  left  in  less  fbnuish- 
iug  circumstances:  ]5ut  to  this  edifice  there  is  not  oidy  a  natural, 
but  '  a  spiritual  body,'  which  is  the  immoital  soul  of  Indeiiend- 
ence.  y.oi  is  tl  ici'c.  oil  tlic  fncG  of  the  Gurtli,  ruiothor  buildiiit^ 
however  venei-able  for  its  antiquity,  or  stalely  in  its  magnificence, 
however  decorated  by  cobinms  and  porticos,  and  cartoons,  and 
statues  and  all:  irs,  and  oiit.^hinini;'  the  ^vealtli  cif  Ormus  or  of 
Ind,  entitled  in  lli^3to'.T  to  more  honorable  mention,  or  whose 
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spires  and  turrets  are  surrounded  with  more  glorious  halo  than 
this  unpretending-  building. 

"  I  refer  you  to  the  day  when  Independence,  mature  in  age  and 
loveliuoss,  advanced  ^vitli  angelic  grace  frc>m  the  cliainber  in  which 
she  was  born  into  the  same  balcony,  and  holding  in  her  hand  the 
immortal  scroll  on  which  her  name  and  character  and  claims  to 
her  inheritance  were  inscribed,  received  from  the  street,  filled  with 
an  imjieuetrable  i)halanx,  and  windows  glittering  with  a  l.ilaze  of 
beauty^  the  heartfelt  homage  and  electrifying  peals  of  ukmi, 
women,  and  children  of  the  whole  city.  The  splendor  of  that 
glorious  vision  of  my  childhood  seems  to  l)e  now  i)reseut  to  my  view, 
and  the  harmony  of  that  universal  concert  to  vibrate  in  my  ear. 

"We,  gentlemen,  have  now  become,  for  a  short  period,  occu- 
pants of  this  Temjile  of  Lit)erty.  Ilencefoith,  lor  many  years, 
the  City  Government  will  probably  be  here  administered. 
May  we,  and  those  who  will  succeed  us,  appi-eciate  the  respon- 
sibleness  attached  to  onr  places  by  the  merit  of  our  })i'edecessors  ; 
and  though  we  cannot  serve  our  country  to  the  same  advantage, 
may  we  love  it  with  equal  fidelity.  And  may  the  guardian  genius 
of  onr  beloved  city  forever  delight  to  dwell  in  these  renovated 
walls  : "  . 

After  the  lapse  of  half  a  century  ^ve  assemble  to 
renew  these  pious  labors,  and  to  repeat  his  fervent 
pra}ers  for  their  success;  but  the  times  are  more 
propitious  for  us,  since  the  present  generation  has 
been  taught  anew  the  necessity  of  perpetually  culti- 
Yating  those  patriotic  virtues  which  alone  can  ani- 
mate a  nation  in  times  of  adversity. 

Twenty  years  have  passed  since  the  assembled 
citizens  of  Boston  were  again  aroused,  from  the 
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bnlcoiiy  of  this  chamhor.  bv  tlie  eloquence  of  those 
.speakers  Avho  uttered  ihi-  erv,  ''To  arms!  " 

God  grant  that  in  our  day  that  aj^peal  nmy  ncYcr 
again  be  niade^  Ijut  sliould  the  necessity  arise,  it  must 
be  made  to  a  connnunlty  Avliich  has  been  daily 
familiar  "sviih  the  lessons  taught  hy  the  memories  of 
these  hall-  as  -well  as  of  the  Ci'adle  of  Liberty,"  — 
Faneuil  Hall. 

'•Here  the  child  Independence  was  born!"  and 
■vvhat  untold  glories  in  the  futui'C  that  biilh  ])or- 
tendedl  The  independence  foi-  which  our  fathers 
fought  Avas  freedom  of  thought,  sjjcech,  and  action  in 
every  land  and  in  ever}'  generation.  The  chain 
AA-hich  .they  l^roke  AA'as  not  simply  that  of  Great 
Britain  OA'cr  America,  but  the  greater ^  fetters  of 
usurped  authority  OA'er  the  bodies  and  minds  ol 
millions  m  other  lands.  To  our  success  is  to  be 
attributed  AA'hatcA'er  liberty  has  been  achieved  foi'  the 
suffering  nations  of  Europe,  or  foi'  the  long-enslaA'ed 
victims  of  uuwai'rantaljle  oppression  in  our  oavu  land. 
I  had  thought  I  had  I'ccited  all  the  stirring  CA'ents 
connected  AA"ith  tliis  Imildijig,  but  I  pause  to  add  that 
it  afforded  a  tem]K)rai'y  sheltoi-  to  William  Lloyd 
Garrison,  as  he  Avas  unAvillingly  rescued  from  the  mis- 
guided rage  of  a  jn-o-shn  ery  mob.  Let  us  rejoice 
that  Ave  to-rlay  can  .assert,  that,  among  the  results 
of  that  ]ii(le})endence  Avhich  Avas  first  proclaimed 
on  this  spot,  has  been  the  purging  of  the  Great 
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Kc'public  of  tlie  anomalous  stain  and  reproach  of 
domestic  slaveiy. 

And.  surely,  if  "we  have,  at  so  great  cost  of  treasure 
and  blood,  expiated  our  national  sin,  we  may  turn, 
:svith  expectant  gaze,  to  our  sister  nations  for  a  simi- 
lar sacrifice.  The  independence  ^Yhich  we  inculcate 
demands  that,  wherever,  under  any  professed  form  of 
laAv,  the  labor  of  the  peasant  pi'otits  only  his  master, 
that  iniquity  shall  cease.  —  whether  it  be  in  the 
familiar  case  of  Ireland.  a\  hose  v.  rongs  meet  Avith  so 
prompt  a  resjioD^e  in  kindred  bosoms  hei'e,  —  or  of 
Russia,  where  the  lui-id  torch  of  ]Srihilism  I'cveals 
the  misery  of  untold  juillioiis, — or  wherever  else  the 
wretched  serf  looks  eagerly  to  the  land  of  projuise 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

FelloAv-citizens,  so  long  as  we  maintain  the  sacred 
fires  upon  the  altars,  Ave  may  claim  the  right  to  be 
esjjecially  faA'ored  by  the  divinity.  I  cannot  alloAv 
myself  to  dAA'cU  upon  the  possibility  of  any  future 
surrender  of  these  Avails  to  any  purpose  less  ap]Dro- 
priate  than  that  aa^c  uoav  celebrate.  I  cannot  antici- 
pate any  decrease  in  the  prosperity  or  the  public 
spirit  of  our  beloved  city.  I  can  only  predict  that 
future  generations,  for  centtiries  to  come,  Avill  visit 
this  spot  and  Avill  remember  us  thankfully  for  Avhat 
Ave  have  this  day  done. 

To  you,  ^Ir.  Mayor,  as  the  highest  repi'esentative 
of  the  city,  I  uoaa-  transfer  the  care  and  custody  of 
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the  Old  State  House,  felicitating  you  upon  the  hon- 
orable duty,  and  cong-ratulating  the  city  that  it 
devolves  upon  one  so  ^vell  qualilied,  by  assiduous 
studj',  to  appreciate  the  value  of  this  acquisition. 
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■  At  the  t-onclusion  of  IMr.  A^'liitinorc'.s  address,  llis  Honor 
!Mayor  Green  said  :  — 

JIAYOn  GREEN'S  IJE-^rARKS. 

Mr.  CJiainnan :  —  Tlie  Old  State  House  to-day 
comes  back  to  tlio  city,  and  as  the  chief  executive 
ofhcer  I  greet  the  ^"encl'able  structure  witli  a  Avarm 
aud  hearty  welcome.  After  an  occupation  of  many 
years  for  purposes  of  general  business,  these  halls 
are  now  to  Ije  used  for  the  reception  and  ]ireserva- 
tion  of  historical  objects  of  local  interest.  The  com- 
mittee of  Avhich  yon  arc  at  the  head,  Mr,  Aldei'man, 
having  this  matter  in  charge,  deserve  the  thaidvs  of 
the  community,  for  the  way  in  which  it  has  been 
done.  I  Icnow  full  well  that  the  work  has  fallen 
largely  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Councilman  who  has 
given  us  this  morning  liis  interesting  and  instructive 
address,  and  it  is  through  his  nntiring  zeal  as  an 
antiquary  that  this  plan  has  been  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessfid  issue.  I  sympathize  most  warmly  Asnth  him 
in  the  expi'cssion  that  the  use  we  now  give  to  these 
halls  may  be  the  permanent  one.  lie  has  told  hoAV 
this  building  was  erected  as  a  town  house,  and 
traced  its  histoiy  from  the  earliest  days  to  the 
present  tijne.  Its  close  eomicction  Avith  the  various 
political  events  of  our  city  and  State  makes  it  a 
conspicuous  monument  in  our  local  annals. 
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The  formal  dedication  of  a  pubiic  building-  is  a 
custom  of  comparatively  modem  times.  Tlie  foun- 
ders of  Xew  England  were  too  busy  to  indulge  in 
mere  formalities:  and,  eveii-if  they  had  the  time,  they 
were  apt  to  look  upon  such  oliservanees  as  idle  and 
frivolous.  They  regarded  tlic  various  purposes  to 
which  a  building  was  put  as  in  themselves  a  sufficient 
dedication;  and  for  this  reason  they  avoided  any 
special  cei'emony  to  emphasize  its  objects  or  uses. 
'^Vhile  it  is  true,  then,  that  this  sti'ucture  was  never 
formally  dedicated,  it  is  ecpndly  true  that  it  Avas  con- 
secrated by  all  that  was  high  and  noble  in  pati'iotic 
ser\"ice,  through  the  Avords  that  were  spoken  and  the 
deeds  that  Avere  inspired  within  its  walls. 

The^  political  town-meeting  is  an  outgi'OAvth  of 
XeAV  England  life,  and  it  has  Iteen  the  A'ci'A"  cradle  of 
American  liberty  and  independence.  It  originated 
with  the  first  comers  and  has  been  kept  up  by  theii' 
successors  till  the  present  time.  The  fi-eemen  of  the 
seA'cral  toAA'ns  came  together  in  public  meeting  to  dis- 
cuss and  settle  questions  of  genei'al  interest.  They 
chose  town  officei's,  to  Avhom  Avas  deleg;ded  the 
poAver  to  manag-e  their  ci^■il  as  Avell  as  ecclesiastical 
affairs.  It  Avas  at  such  gatherhigs  that  a  free  and 
full  recognition  of  ])0])ular  I'iglits  Avas  first  made  in 
this  country,  and  the  very  foundation  and  corner- 
stone of  our  present  political  system  laid.  The  best 
insight  of  the  foi-ces  that  dcA'cloped  local  self-gov- 
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ernmciit  is  to  be  found  in  the  action  of  such  meet- 
ings. The  canses  that  brought  about  the  separation 
of  the  American  colonics  from  the  motlier  conntiy 
Avere  ripening  during  many  ycai-s,  but  thcjvrere  kept 
alive  and  active  by  these  public  assemblages.  Bos- 
ton was  the  largest  and  most  irdluential  towji  on  the 
continent,  and  Avas  always  ready  to  take  the  leiid  in 
public  affairs.  AVhen  she  spoke,  her  voice  was  heard 
with  no  doubtful  sound,  and  she  had  all  iSTew  Eng- 
land for  an  audience.  Her  utterances  were  given 
from  this  buildiiig  as  m'qW  as  from  Faneuil  Hall  and 
the  Old  South  Meeting-house.  These  three  struct- 
m'es  are  full  of  histoiical  reminiscences  and  associa- 
tions, and  1  envy  not  the  luan  who  can  apj^roach 
aiw  o]ie  of  them  with  oi'dinary  feelings.  Kude 
though  they  arc  in  extei'iial  form  the}'  represent 
in  their  tradition?^  the  highest  fo]'m  of  religion 
and  patriotism,  as  undei'stood  b}"  the  fi'amers  ot 
our  government.  He  lacks  some  of  the  human 
sensibilities  whose  heart  is  not  thi-illed,  and  whose 
emotions  are  not  cjuickened,  Avhen  he  enters  their 
portals. 

1  do  not  forget  the  fact  tliat  tliis  building  ^vas 
occupied  by  the  nmnicipal  authorities  dui'ing  a  period 
of  ten  years.  On  Sept.  17,  ISoO.  the  two  hundi-edth 
amnvei'sary  of  the  settlement  of  J3oston,  the  City 
Govermnent,  under  the  MaA'oralty  of  Harrison  Gi'a}^ 
Otis,  took  possession  of  these  apartments,  and  used 
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them  until  ]\Iarch  IS,  1811.  It  was  under  this  roof 
that  the  administrations  of  Charles  AVells,  Theodore 
Lyman,  Samticl  T.  Armstrong-,  and  Samnel  A.  Ehot 
■were  carried  on;  and  it  was  Avhile  Jonathan  Chap- 
man -was  !Mayor  tliat  the  city  offices  were  again 
removed  to  the  City  Ilall,  standing  hetween  Coni't 
-square  and  School  street.  Wliatever  may  he  the  tate 
of  other  public  buildings,  let  us  cherish  the  hope  that 
the  Old  State  House  may  stand  as  a  connecting  link 
between  the  provincial  and  national  periods  of  oin- 
coimtry's  history,  and  that  it  ma}'  contuiually  remind 
us  of  the  tnisellish  devotion  and  hard  struggles  of 
ihe  ]iicn  who  laid  the  fotmdation  of  our  present  gov- 
ernment. 

Alderman  Hersey.  —  I  recognize  among  our 
honored  gtiests  to-day,  the  face  and  form  of  him 
whose  memory  extends  far  back  into  the  past,  and 
who,  I  know,  can  give  us  some  personal  reminis- 
cences cormectcd  with  this  btiilding.  I  allude  to 
the  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder.^ 

KEMAllKS  or  HON.  ^LVKSHALL  V.  WIL1>E]{. 

I  did  ^ot  expect,  Mi'.  ^Nfaj'or,  and  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  be  called  u]K)n  hei  e  to  say  a  single  word  to-day. 
At  my  time  of  life,  and  tmdei-  this  oppressive  heat, 
my  words  jnust  Ije  very  fe>v.  But  I  rejoice  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart  that  I  am  able  to  be  liere  on  this 
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consecrated  spot,  and  participate  in  the  ceremony  of 
the  restoration  of  tlie  Old  State  House. 

I  say  mv  Avords  must  ])e  few;  but  I  desire  to 
tender  to  Ilis  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  City 
GoYernmcnt,  the  thanks  of  tlie  Historic-Genealogi- 
cal Society,  in  their  hehalf  and  in  my  ovrn;  I  desire 
to  thanlc  yon  for  the  wisdom  of  making  the  apjn'o- 
priation  whicli  has  placed  again,  as  "we  believ  e,  much 
in  its  old  style,  this  building  of  former  days;  and  I 
desire  to  thank  Mi'.  AVhitmore  for  his  enei'getic, 
enterprising,  persistent,  and  successful  labors  in  Ijring- 
inu"  a<^ain  into  this  foi'm,  this  structure,  so  ancient, 
and  so  I'cnowned  in  the  history  of  this  city,  because 
ot^  the  events,  so  graphical!}'  described  by  Mr.  AVhil- 
more  and  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  which  transpired 
upon  this  spot.  Here  Independence  drew  its  first 
breath.  Tins  spot,  now  consecrated  by  the  restoj'a- 
tion  of  this  building,  Avill  perpetuate  the  history  of 
those  men,  "vvho,  more  than  any  others,  led  in  the 
American  re^'olution,  and  ga-^-e  to  the  world  the  first 
gi'eat,  free,  and  independent  nation  on  eai'th. 

The  work  has  been  well  accom])lishe(l.  ]Srothing 
eould  be  ]norc  ap])ropriate;  and  the  ]»i'ovisiou  ]nade 
for  it  by  the  City  GoN  crinnent,  I  am  sure.you  will 
all  say,  could  not  haNC  been  mow,  judiciously  ex- 
pended. Foi-  I  hold  that  next  to  training  the  spirit 
for  tlie  life  eternal,  there  is  no  obligatioji  more 
solemn  than  that  of  })erpetuating  to  future  genera- 
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tioiis  tlic  principles  and  virtues  of  those  noble  men 
who  gave  to  the  woi'ldthis  great  republic,  —  piinciples 
and  virtues  upon  ^vhich  must  ever  rest  the  happmess 
and  prosperity  of  all  our  peo[)le. 

Tlii-?  ended  the  fonnal  exercises.  The  following"  letters, 
addressed  to  the  Chairniun  of  the  Cojnmittcc,  Alderman 
AYoolley,  Avere  not  read,  ov.ing  to  his  absence  ;  hut  they  arc 
w"ord)y  of  preservation  in  the  histoiy  of  the  ee]el)ration  :  — 

COM-MOXWKALTIl  OF  MASSACIIUSKnS, 

Ex£CCTivr.  DKiwHTMiiNT,  Jul}'  S,  1S82. 
]My  dear  IMn.  Ai.nEiiMAX  :  —  1  thank  you  for  your  kind  invi- 
tation to  the  re-dedicatiou  of  the  Old  State  House,  uilh  its 
iutcresting  associations.  I  aiu  unatilc  to  accept  on  account  of 
engagements  at  the  same  hour,  but  I  beg  to  send  my  kindest 
wishes  for  the  occasion. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  D.  LONG. 

VTil.  WOOLLET,  Esq. 

Navy  Yakd,  Boston, 
Com.manijaxt's  Ofiice,  July  10,  18S2. 
Dear  Sie  :  —  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiviug  your  kind 
invitation  to  attend  at  the  Old  State  House  to-morrow  to  partici- 
pate in  the  ceremonies  of  the  lie-dedication  of  that  ancient  and 
interesting  structure.  I  greatly  regret  that  jny  health  is  such 
that  I  will  not  be  able  to  attend. 

"With  many  thanks  to  you,  and  to  Mi-.  Whitmore,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be. 

Very  rcspi  ctfally  yours, 

O.  C.  BADCi]-:]?. 

Co/niiiodorc,  U.S.X. 

William  AVoollky,  V.<q., 

Cit3'  Council,  City  Hull,  lJo^ton. 
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Copies  of  On".2rinal  Pa])er.s,  in  tlie  possession  of  the 
^lassacliusctts  If istoric-al  Society,  velatiim'  to  the  Erec- 
tion of  the  Town  House  in  IJoston  in  1(>57. 


powKR  confeui;ed  r,v  the  com.mittees  tor  the  town 

HOUSE  — 1C57. 

"VTcc  wliose  name?  are  vnder  \vri;ilitcn  liavin;;  full  power  given  vs  by  the 
Town  of  IJnsion  to  Au'i  ee  with  workmen.  &  in  tlieir  hclinlfe  to  Enjcadire  tiic 
T.iwn.  In  t!it-  I'.iynient  of  any  sum  or  sums  for  the  building  JCrecting  &  Com- 
pleating  of  A  house  for  ttio  Town  both  for  tlie  forme  &  dinientions  &c.  accord- 
ing as  we  shall  Judge  meet.  They  the  s<'  Townc  having  Engadgi  d  themselves 
to  own  &  stand  by  vs  and  pformo  what  promises  Covenants  or  ICngadgm  wee 
should  mal^e  in  order  to  the  accomplishing  of  the  premises.  And  to  facillitate 
the  s'  worke  we  the  s''  subscribed  doe  make  choyee  of  M  lulward  Ihitchiuson 
&  John  Hull  in  o  behalfc  to  Agree  &  Compound  with  workmen  &  Engadge 
paym'  in  everie  respect  for  the  s''  worke  &  we  doe  hereby  oblidge  o''  selves  to 
stand  by,  own.  ^:  performe  what  the  s''  yi'  Ed:  Ilutchin-on  >.t  Ju  Hull  Soe 
deputed  shall  doc  or  Engadge  themselves  in  as  iff  it  was  the  ])ersonall  act  of 
everie  one  off  vs  &  heervnto  we  subscribe  o''  hands,  by  this  binding  o'  selves 
likewise  to  own  what  the  s''  prtyes  have  allridy  done  in  the  s''  worke  signed 
this  31  of  the       month  IG.jT. 


Boston  August  1 1G57. 

AVee  whose  names  are  vnder  wrighten  Being  chosen  by  &  in  behalfe  of  the 
Town  of  I'.oston,  to  bargain  iic  Contract  with  some  able  workemen  al)ijut  A 
house  for  the  Town,  we  have  Bargained  &  (Contracted,  &  by  these  j)resents  doe 
bargain  &  Covt-nant  with  'J'liomas  Joy  and  liartholomcw  Bernad  of  Boston  ;  & 
the  s'l  Thomas  Joy  i  Barlh  Bernad.  are  iieerby  Ijound  S:  doe  oblidge  them- 
selves vnto  the  s''  Town  of  Boston  in  vn  [to]  In  theire  behalfe)  that  they 
vill  Prepare  i:  Erect,  a  very  substantiail  and  Cmnely  building  In  the  place 
Appointed  by  the  s  '-  'J'own  :  The  dinientions  of  w"^"!  Edifice  shall  be  sixty  six  foot 
in  Length,  and  thirty  six  f  )0t  in  Bn  adth  from  out  side  to  out  side,  set  v))on 
twenty  one  Tillers  of  full  ten  foot  high  between  I'edestall  Ca})itall, 
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well  braseil  nil  f"ur  \r:)ios,  phicod  upon  founilution  of  ^tono  in  the  liottoine. 
Tiie  vlioll  liuililiiip' to  Jetty  over  three  foot  \vithout  the  I'iUers  cvcrie  way  : 
The  hcijrht  of  the  s'l  House  to  be  ton  foot  betwixt  .loyuts  above  the  rillors, 
and  a  lialfo  storie  aljove  tiiat,  wiili  three  galile  Eiules  over  it  vpoii  eaeli 
side:  A  valke  vpon  the  Top  fourteen  or  15  foote  wide  with  two  Turrets,  i- 
turned  Balasiers  and  railes,  round  about  the  walke  according  to  A  niodell  or 
draucht  Presented  to  vs.  by  tiie  s''  Tho:  Joy,  ]iarth:  Bcrnad.  Thos''Tlio: 
Joy  &  Larth:  Bemad  l.ikewise  findini,'  things  necisarie  and  meet  for  the  s<i 
Building,  viz  :  Timber  in  in  everie  respect  &  of  cveric  sort,  substantiall  &  meet 
according'  to  Projiortion  &  Art,  Plank  for  the  sides  &,  ends  three  Inch  thick,* 
well  groved  one  into  another,  and  into  the  timbers  allso  an  Inch  and  hali'e; 
well  plained  and  smoothed  one  Botli  sides,  two  Inch  plank  for  the  lower 
floor,  and  full  Inch  for  the  vjiper  tloor,  Both  smoothed,  and  vpon  the  walk 
du!>lo  boarded  and  well  groved;  the  Booff  well  boarded  &  sliingled,  with 
gutters  sufliciently  made. 

Bringing  all  to  the  Phu^e.  Erecting  finishing  &  Compleating  the  whole  Edi- 
fice viz  Tlie  Frame,  foundations,  Floores,  staires  (viz  Two  pair  halfe  paced 
staires  &  turned  staires  vp  into  the  walke)  doores,  window  Cases  &  Casements, 
mantle  pceces.  Inclosures  Pertiiions  f  ic  Tiie  wholl  Edijicc  to  be  Erected,  by 
the  thirty  daye  of  tlie  fourth  inontli  calh'd  June  ne.xt  ensuing  the  date  heer- 
off;  and  Covered  and  shingled  within  six  weekes  after  that.  Tlie  Town  find- 
ing all  the  Iron  v.-orke,  as  nailes  hookes  hinges  &e.  glass  with  glasing  and  Lead 
for  the  Gutters  masonrie  worke  as  the  cliimnics,  foundation  of  the  PiUers  with 
stone  brick  it  Lime  belonging  to  the  same  the  allb'^s''  Tho:  &  Barth:  all  the 
other  worke  as  aftbr"'    Tlie  Town  finding  help  at  the  raysing. 

In  consideration  of  the  premises  we  doe  heerhy  oblidge  ourselves  (accord- 
ing to  order  &  in  behalfe  of  the  s''  Town  of  Boston  afl'ors'')  To  give  &  Assigne 
over  vnto  the  s"  'J'ho:  Joy  &  Barthol:  Bernad  or  to  eillier  of  them  or  their 
assignc-s  the  three  Hund:  Pounds  w^''  is  tiiat  l^irt  of  the  Legacy  of  Ca])'  Bob 
Keyne  (deceased)  designed  &  bequeathed  vnto  the  s''  Town  in  his  Last  will  for 
ihe'i'vse,  and  also  one  hund.  Pound  more  we  hcerby  oblidge  o''selves  to  Pay 
or  Cause  to  be  paied  vnto  tlie  s''  Thomas  ^^c  Bartiiolomev,'  or  their  Assigncs  In 
good  Englisii  goods  at  price  Currant,  and  likewise  to  doc  our  vttmost  that  one 
fifi'ty  )>ouiid  of  this  al)ove  mentioned  paym'  (viz  out  of  the  thre  llun'')  may  be 
made  in  moiiy  for  the  more  lively  cavsing  an  end  of  the  afro''s'^  worke. 

The  time  w;'' Payment  shall  be  as  foUoweth  viz:  one  Ilund.  Pound  at  the 
Bringing  of  the  Timber  to  the  Place  A  second  Ilund:  at  the  raysing  A  tliird 
Hund:  at  the  inclosure  &  Covering  A  fourth  at  the  finishing  and  Comple:iting 
vnto  all  those  ])remises  aboves<i  we  doc  heerhy  Joyntly  &  severaly  inutualy  & 
Interchangeably  bind  n^selves  by  o''  h:inds     scales  this  first  of  August,  IG57. 

We  doe  al.io  engadgc  that  the  three  Hund:  pound  in  the  I^egacy  aboves<i 
shall  be  made  good  vnto  the  s''  workmen  Thomas  &  Bartholomew. 
Wi'nescs  hcer  rnio 

Joseph  >>'ewgate  Edwaiiu  Hltciiissox  [seal] 

James  Bkowne  Jchix  Hull  [sc;d] 

HeXUV  POWJTING 

3. 

copy  or  THE  srj;.sci;iPTiox  pai-ku  fob  the  fh;st  town- 

HOUS]:  IN  BO^?TON,  LJiEC'J'El)  B1:TWJ:EX  1(;57  and  1059. 

AVhcaras  thear  is  giuen  a  considerabl  sunie  by  Ca]>l  Kayne  to  wars  the 
Euldiiig  of  a  towne  house  w-'' sum  will  not  ataine  the  Buhling  w^'' he  men- 
tionetli  in  his  will,  now  considering  the  vsefullnes  of  such  a  structure  we  whose 


*  Only  we  alow  of  Two  Inch  jjlank  for  \hi-  sides  &  ends  above  ilie  Platf.<  &  bcames. 
t  Tlii.ri.- is  to  hi:  both  l^«lnlcs  from  th"  cliimnics  closed  ou  hotb  sides  aud  one  Cross  partition 
in  oiic  uf  tliv  U'jumcs;  bcoidu  the  stxiirCasc. 


APrENPIX  A. 


127 


names  are  vnder  written,  doe  in;iag  or  sclues  or  lioyros  executors  for 
towards  tlio  aboil  sd  iious  ami  al.>ue  a  condil  in  the  iiiai  ket  place  tlie 
sumes  vnder  written. 

£  s 

2-10- 
10— OD- 
IO— OO- 
010=00- 
10=00- 

oa— 00- 


to  giiie 
severall 


pd 
pd 
pd 
pd 
pd 

paid 

paid 
pd 
pd 

piiid 
pd 


pd 
paid 


paid 

pd 
paid 


-00 

-oO  i)d 
-00  pd 
-00  pd 
-00 
-00 


05—00—00  pd 

;00  pd 

-  0 

-00  jkI 
-00  ])d 

-  0  pd 
00  pd 
00  pd 

-00  pd 
-00  pd 


00.5  :00 

02  0- 
05—^0- 
0-1—00- 

5—  0- 

03  10 
02  .  10 

5  .  00- 

6  :00- 


Jo:  Endecott  ...... 

IT.  pd  IJi  IJLllinahain  in  Country  pay 
pd  Edwaril  Tyn.^e  in  Corne 
pd  John  Eiiered  in  goods  and  corne  . 
pd  -i'J  s  I'etcr  Olliuer  in  goods  and  provisions  . 
..John-  Barrett :  in  goods  :  or  corne 
d.  2'.»  Aug.  i(;:.s 
pd  Janios  Olliuer  i)rovided  tlicre  be  a  Cundit  v'iiliuil  in 

goods  and  provisions  eqelly       ....       12 —  0 — 00  pd 

AVill  Paine  in  g>>oils  and  provisions        .        .        ,        1")  .  Ot)  .  00 
Iwichard  Parker  in  goods  and  provisions       .        .        10 — 00 — 00  pd 
Xathanicil  Williams  jn  goods         ....       03— 00— 00  pd 

.'^arah  I'arker  in  provi.-ions    .....       05 — 00 — 00  pd 

Henry  Powning  in  goods  ......       02 — 00 — 00  pd 

Jobu  Cogan  in  Corne  ... 

[       ]  five  i)c;und  .... 

Theodore  Atkinson  will  give  in  hats 
Ttio  Howkings  ..... 

John  Hull  Jn  English  goods  five''= 
Thomas  Clarke  in  provision  or  goods 

Ivobt  Turner  

IJichard  Cooke  in  provisions  . 
IJobert  Swift  ...... 

paid.  .Sanntel  Ilntcliinson  in  wheat 
paid  Jiisli  Scottow  in  i>vision  or  goods  . 
pd  \Vi!l"',lIudson  will :  ])ay  in  bricks  lyeine 
pd      bc-trds  [       J  or  timber  the  some  of         .       .       10=00=00  pd 
Hezekiah  Uslier  :  w  ill  pay  2  In  English 
Goods  or  cquivokut.  twentyo  :  ))oundes, 
l)rouiso  :  y'  y'  market  house  bee  Krrected 

in  y"^  inarkftt  place  ■   .."i,  a  Cnnditt.    .       .       .       20=00=00  pd 
W"  Dauis  will  jiay  in  goods  &  corne  Fifteene  pounds 
prouided  y""  market-iiouso  be  eerected  in  y"^  n)nrkett 
place     a  coiiduilt  also  raised  &  Finished    .       .       15    —  — 
Thomas  ]?tutolph  .......       02—00 — 00 

James  Pcnn   05—00—00 

paid  Jacob  .Sheafe  in  provision  &  goods        .       .       .       12 — 00 — 00 
paid  Tho:  Lake  A  In  English-goods  &  i  In  provisions  .       0!)— OO  :  00 
I'd  Isaak  \Vaker  in  English  goods  or  provisions         .       03 — 00 — 00 
paid  John  .'^underline  .        .     _  .        .       ,       03 — 00=00 

[]  pd  Kobt:  Pateshall,  in  planke  or  boards  '   .        .        .       05  :  00  :  00 
paid  Thomas  Matson     .        .        .        .        .        .        .  1 —  0 —  0 

paid  dobn  Williams       .......         0  —  10 —  0 

paid  Thomas  ]i!d>ell       .......        00—10   0 

paid  Thomas  Bligli   00—15  00 

paid  liichard  Gridlcy   .        02 — 00 — 00 

paid  John  Kutton  ........       0^ — 00   0 

Henjainin  Negus 

Jatncs  Euoriit  in  Flower  01 — 00—00 

Hobt  r.atterly  00—15—00 

paid  John  Coney  00 — 15—00 

paid  Sanniell  Matlocke  .......        00 —  7-00 

paid  Iticli''  .Stanes  .  00 — 10-00 

paid  Howland  Story  in  Lewlenant  Cooks  hand  .  .  01  : 00  :  00 
paid  Ki  Wayte   02—00—00 
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p;iul 
paiil 
paid 
paid 
paid 
paid 


paid 
paid 
I)aid 
paid 

paid 
paid 
paid 
jiaid 
paid 
paid 
paid 
paid 
jiaid 
paid 
pd 
pd 
paid 
pd 
paid 
Jiaid 
p»id 
paid 
paid 
paid 
paid 
paid 
l)aid 
paid 
I>aid 
jiaid 
paid 
paid 
paid 
I>aid 
paid 
j)aid 
paid 
paid 
paid 

j)aid 
pnid 
paid 
jiaid 
paid 
paid 

paid 
paid 


rhiliip  Wlioiton  .... 
.\iii;u^t<.n  CioiiK'nt  .... 
ItiL-liard  Wooddo  in  provision  [  ] 

Jol,!i  I'hillips  

Tiio  Knions  ..... 
Tlio;ii:is:  Liuell  tliro  daycs  worko  . 
Huiiipiux'V  Brad.-iiKiw  tliic  daycs  worke 
Josi-pli  Bondo  ten  shilin;;s  l>y  Samoll  LL'n1i^t 
Gfoiie  liroiiie  a  bushel  >vhi.aic 
Williain  Vaddy 
Ilcnry  Kcinlile 
Tliomas  .Makepeace 
Josliua  Hewes 
rfranccs  Smith 
Francis  Douse 

Jolm  rierce  .... 
Siniojj  ICire  .... 
Conit'ort  Starr 
Henry  Piiiilips 

llujiry  Shrinipton  Coriie  wood 
•Tolin  Lowid  .... 
George  Munioy  three  pounds 
.Ino.  Joylitie  .... 
Amos  IJichardson  . 
KdiMond  (irenkif  . 
I'-dward  Porter 
Nicliolas  Phillips  . 
'riK^inas  Ilarvvood  . 
Tiioiiias  Prattle 
Thomas  Eaker  in  Iron  \rorkes 
John  Bi'_'j:s  in  SliinL-le  or  worke 
Jo:  Marshall  in  sliocs 
Henry  Alline    [       ]    •  • 
llu'^h  iJrury  .       .  . 
John  Collens  .... 
Tlioina--  Sotto 
Xailianell  Tliorn 
John  Pears  .... 
AVilliam  ];<.-ado 

"Will.  Tay  .... 
Jo".  Plackl-ich 

John  C'lou|.rh  .... 
Sam"  Daviee  .... 
Samuell  Cole  .... 
Chri-tii]iher  Gihson 
Pohert  Xanney 
Henry  Prid'.'hain  . 
Thomas  Waker 
Xathanell  Peynolls 
John  H.tvkines  toljaco  . 
Arthur  Afassou 
Ann  Carter  10s 

James  I)auis  by  Tho:  Joy  (it  &  4n 
Daniel  Tnrill  .... 
Thomas  Piieh 
Eflmiind  .Facklin  in  glass  or  vorkc  if  I  l» 

contry  when  tho  house  is  to  be  glassed 
William  Gibson  ..... 
Jcremv  Caitinc  ..... 


AFPEXIMX  B. 


129 


paid  EdmumlJackson  bv  Tlioiiia?  Fav  .       .       .       .  01—00-00 

Miolls  ToxriK-  in  lothor   00— As— 00 

p.l  "Willuun  Enirlish  — in  shoes   02—00-00 

paiil  Joseph  llowo  Twenty  Shillings      .       .       .       .  01 —  0 —  0 

]iaii.l  Sunme!  XnrJen  in  shoes        .....  00 — 10 —  0 

pdJOs  Rohen  Xash  in  workc   01  —  10—00 

paid  M;ulio'.\- Barnes— paid  1— 'J— 0     ....  1-10-00 

paid  Thomas  ])ewcr      .       .       .       .       •       .       •  01—00—  0 

l)aid  William  Corjer   00  —  10—  0 

paid  Bartholomew-  Ciieevor    30  s   01—10—  0 

Henery  .Messenger  —  paid     .       .       .       .       .  0 — 10—  0 

.  Will.  Colbuni  in  [       ]  or  provision  paid  Ills        .  3  .  00  00 

paid  Edward  Goodwin   0—00—00 

pd  James  Johnson  in  Isis  Conii'idityes  .  .  .  .  Ol'  :  00  :  00 
pd  OS  John  Xewixat  promise  to  ;;ivc  five  pound  &  in 

r       ]  the  preveled?  of  our  [       ]    •        •        •  10—00—00 

Tliomas  Buinsted  of  Boston  promise      .       .       .  1 — 00 — 00 

paid  Xatha:  ])uncan      .......  2 — .  . — . 

paid  Teter  Duncan   1—10-00 

t..ii.l  John  Wiswall   02—10-0 

paid  Joseph  AVisc   2-00—00 
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VOTES  AND  ACTS  IX  BEGAP.I)  TO   BEBUILIHXG  THE  TOWX 
HOUSE  AETi;i;  THE  FIKE  IX  1711. 

To  hi?  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley  Esqr  Capt  General  &  Govcrnour  in  Chie- 
of  Her  Majestys  Trovince  of  tlie  Mnssaclius elts  Bay,  tiie  llonoble  the  Counf 
fil  and  the  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled. 
Oclober  17.  1711. 

The  Humble  RepfcsGntation  and  .Iddrcsse  of  the  Select  Men  of  the  Town 
of  Boston. 

May  it  please  your  Excellcnc}' 
and  Honours 

Amidst  t!ie  Awfull  Desolation  &  Consninption  of  Many  Dwellings  &  much 
of  tiie  Substance  of  this  Town  by  the  fiery  dispensation  of  Providence,  It  is 
a  particular  hnmblin<^  and  Afliictive  Article  Tliat  the  House  for  rublick  Meel- 
ir\<^>  on  Civic  Occasions  for  the  Province.  County  &  Town,  viz'  for  the  .Meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Hohling  of  Councils,  &  Courts  of  Justice,  &  Town 
Meetinirs,  is  new  lyinu  Waste  in  its  .Ashes. 

AVe  account  it  our  Duty  to  lay  the  Consideration  thereof  before  your  Ivx- 
cellency  &  this  Hono'-'--  Assembly  and  luuiibly  pray  your  .Vdvice  &  Direction 
for  the  lie.storing  i  l{ebuilding  of  the  House  for  those  Publick  Uses  &  about 
the  idacc  wliere  to  set  the  same 

That  what  is  most  Honorable  for  the  Government  may  be  done  therein. 

And  Craue  leaue  to  Subscribe 
Your  Excellcy  &  Honours 
Ob(  dicnt  humble  Servants 
p  Order  and  in  the  Xame  of  tlie  s'^  Select  Men 

JosKi-ii  PitouT  Town  Clerk 
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In  tlie  IIoiiso  of  llopresent.itivos  Octoln-r  22.  171 1.  ]ie;ul  & 

Oriiurcd  that  Saimu'l  A]ipleton  .Tdfiali  ClKijiin  .Tu"  L'hirkc  James  W.irron 
Esqrs.  !Maj')r  Tluinias  Filch  Capt  Sinnui  ])avis  &  Capt  Samuel  I'hipi)*  be  a 
Committee  to  Joiiie  wiih  sueh  as  tlie  Ilonohle  lioanl  sliall  ajipdint  to  Con'-iik-r 
of  tliis  Aiiilres^e  >!>:  lleport  tiieir  opinion  of  what  is  proper  to  be  done  therein. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

John  ]5ii:uu.i,  Spi  aker. 

Die  pred  :  In  Council 

]{e:idand  conc\irre<l.  And  Elisha  Hutchinson  Samuel  Sewall  Xathl  Payne 
&  Thomas  Xoyes  Ksqrs  Named  of  the  Committee  for  the  allair  afore.s'',  Elislui 
Hutchinson  Ksqr  to  .\ppoint  tiaie  place 

Isaac  AiJDi.vcnoN  Secretary. 

The  ahove  Committee  Advise  that  there  he  a  House  huilt  in  or  Near  the 
place  wliere  the  Old  Town  House  Stood  for  the  Uses  mentioned  in  the  Memo- 
rial as  convenient  as  m.ty  he  without  incommoding  the  Street  The  breadth  not 
io  Escetcle  ihirfi/  six  feci  ilie  loifjih  So  ns  io  be  Coiivcnicni  for  the  rmJs  Mtn- 
tioiutJ  in  ihe  A'hJresne  That  a  CorifidHiec  be  Appointed  by  this  Court  io  Taki 
Cm-eforthe  buHdin'j  as  specdilt/  S,'  iirudenily  as  vmj/hv  The  Ciiaige  thereof 
to  he  home  tlie  one  half  h_v  the  Provnice,  the  other  half  hy  the  Town  of  Boston 
&  County  of  Suiiolk  in  equal  rroportion.' 

By  Order  of  Major  part  of  the  Committee 

I'.i.isiiA  Hutchinson 

XoV  9"'  1711.    In  Cotmcil  l^e.-.d  ,.nc  sent  down 
In  the  House  of  IJeiiresentatives  NoV  O  ''.  1711. 
Ik-ad  &  .Accepted  with  the  Amendments. 

John  Buititir.r,  Speaker, 
NdvemlK-''  l*"".  1711.    In  Council  IJead  and  Concurred 

And  that  Elisha  Hutchinson  and  Penn  Towu^cnd  ]'>sq''*with  such  as  shall  ho 
Named  by  the  Representatives  bo  a  comniittee  for  the  all'aair.  The  Connnitte 
to  Advise  with  his  E.xc\v  &  such  skillfull  Gentlemen  tliey  may  think  fitte 
to  he  consulted  with  about  the  ^lodel  of  the  Houjo 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence  Isaac  ADDiMiroN  Secretary. 

In  the  House  of  ]?e])rcsentativc3 

Novcnih'' 10.  1711.  Pead  &  Concurred  And  Addimrton  Davenport  Sam" 
Thaxter  Esqr'  &  Capt.  Phi|)])s  be  Named  for  the  ollitfc  witli  liberlie  to  the 
Town  of  Boston  to  Joinc  Two  Persons  .More 

John  Bciatn.L  Speaker 

Agreed  to     Consented  to  by  Jos:  Dldlkv 
General  Courts  oi-der  for 
Pebuihlini:  the  Town  House 
in  Boston  Novem'^  1711 
Massachusetts  Archives.    Book  113.  ])p.  CI8  Gl'J. 

In  the  House  of  Pcpresentatives 
Nov^ 'J=i' 1711. 

Resolved  That  the  Sum  of  flforty  Pounds,  be  .\llowed,  out  of  the  ])ublick 
Treasury  to  M''  Benj":  Johns,  for  the  use  this  Court  makes  of  his  House,  in  a 
year,  be^innin:_'  the  17-'':  Oeto''  last  (if  they  improve  it  so  long)  Fifteen 


'Acopyof  ttii*  ri'liort  preserved  by  llie  ilris.s.icluisetls  IlHtorienl  Society,  is  prinlod  in  tlio 
City  volume  on  tlie  Dedie.iti  ai  of  llie  pri  i^eiit  (,'ity         in  'I'liep-  is  on  it  tlii-  iiic-iiior.in 

diiin :  "Note,  'l  li.it  tlie  llou.-e  i.-  f..r  I'libliek  Meeting's  oti  t'ivil  ()ee:isions:  tor  l\v  I'lovinee, 
County  and  Town,  viz,  for  the  Meelint'  of  the  (jenenil  As:^eulbly,  the  Uuldini;  of  CuuiKils 
and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Town  meeliug. 
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Pounds  tliereof  to  be  now  dr;i«  n  out  of  the  Treasury,  tlie  Ivrinainder  as  this 
Court  sliall  order. 

Scut  uj>  for  Cor.currencc.  John  Blthkill  Speaker 

In  Council 

Xov^  171]. 

Pcnd  and  concurred 

Is-^:  ALDINGTON  Sectr'y. 
Book  -18  p.  420 

Court  PiL'Cords.  p.  2M.    Passed  in  House  of  Peprescntativcs,  read  and  con- 
curred. 
Xov.  7  1712. 

Ordered  tliat  it  be  an  Instrtiction  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  build  the 
Province  &  Court  House  that  they  fit  the  F.ast  Clianiher  for  the  Use  of  His 
Excellency  the  Goverzior  v.^c  the  Hon'''<^  tlie  (^oniicii,  the  Midille  Cliauiber  for 
tlie  House,  tlie  ^Vest  fhamlier  for  the  Sup''  Oi  Inf''  Courts. 

Ordered  that  there  be  but  two  offices  below  f^tairs  in  tlie  Province  &  Court 
House  now  Buildiu;!  in  Boston  one  for  the  Secretary  tiic  other  for  the  Kegis- 
ter  of  Deeds  in  the  County  of  Suflolk,  Consented  to,  J.  Dudley. 

In  tlie  House  of  Kepresentatives. 

March  21 :  17J1.  .  _  . 

Ordered  Tliat  It  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  ajipointed  to  Buihl  the 
Court  House  or  K.xchange  in  Boston,  That  It  lie  not  more  than  One  Hundred 
&  twelve,  nor  Icsse  than  one  Hundred  &  ten  ll'eet  in  length. 

Sent  lip  for  Concurrence.  John  BurauM,  Speaker 

In  Council. 

March  21.  1711.  p.  425. 

^  Bead  and  Concurr'd 

Ls'^  Addingtox  Sccry 

At  a  Council  lield  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston  upon  Saturday  the  23*^ 
of -August  1712. 

The  Coniniillee  for  overseeing  tlic  building  of  the  Court  &  Town  House  in 
Boston  nuiving  for  a  further  su))ply  of  money 

-Advised  &:  consented  'I'hat  a  Warrant  be  made  oitt  to  the  Treasurer  to 
advance  &  pay  to  M''  Wiliiani  Payne  of  the  said  Committee  and  deputed  tlioir 
treasurer  the  further  suu)  ofpive  hundred  pounds  over  and  above  the  Five 
hundred  jiounds  already  drawn  for  at  twice  to  be  imployed  for  and  abotit  the 
said  Building  he  to  be  accomplable  for  the  disi)nsal  of  it  according!}'. 

Council  Records,  170S  to  17 12, "page  ',08. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Council  Chamber  m  Boston  upon  Friday  the  15"' 
February  1711. 

The  Committee  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Town  &  Court  House  in  Boston 
now  in  hr.nd  with,  jiroposing  to  have  two  liiindrcd  pounds  advanced  lo\rards 
the  s''  Building  to  be  ])Ut  into  the  hands  of  ISP  William  Payne  by  them 
deputed  a. Treasurer  for  i)aying  of  the  workmen  &c. 

Pursuant  to  the  Gr;int  of  the  General  Assembly,  Advised  &  consented 
That  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer  to  advance  and  pay  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  pounds  to  the  said  iSU  Payne  for  the  use  aforesaid  upon  Ac- 
compt  accordingly. 

'  Council  Hecords,  page  522. 

At  a  Council  hfdd  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston  upon  Monday,  the 
18"'  of  February  1711. 

An  acconipt  of  Di^bur^em(.•nts  by  the  Select  men  of  Boston  in  repairs  of, 
the  late  'J'own  house  from  Septemb''  5"'  1709  to  tlie  time  of  its  desolation, 
amounting  to  Eleven  pounds  two  shillings  &  one  penny  presented  and 
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Pur5ii;ii;t  to  tlic  Aft  oC^lio  Goiicrnl  A#?cniblv, 

Ai.lvi.vOil  &  consiikTcd  Tli;it  a  'Wan ant  bo  iiiade  out  tlieiTiiiion  (o  tlic 
Tri'asurer  to  pay  Five  pouiids  cloven  sliiilinirs  one  ])eniiy,  A  lieiii;.'  one  half 
of  tlic  afiires'^  Dislmrse  to  the  Town  Trca>iner  of  IJostoii. 

At  a  Council  lieUl  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  JJoston  upon  Momlav  the 
29">  of  Deccmb  T  1712. 

Present    His  Kxceliency  .To5:c]ih  Dudley  Esq''  Gov 

Eli^iha  Hutchinson  W'"  Ihitchiuson  Aiulrew  15elcher  l^eter  Sergeant  I'sq*^' 
Penn  Townsend  Esq"  Edwi  ];roiufield  Esq'^  Isaac  Addington  Esq^ 

The  Conmiittce  for  overseeing  tlic  building  of  the  Court  >S:  'I'own  House  in 
Boston  movciug  for  a  J"urlher  suiqily  of  money  for  that  occasion 

Pursuant  to  the  Grant  of  tiie  (?enera!  Assembly. 

Advised  &:  consented  That  a  AVarraut  be  made  out  to  tlie  'J'reasurer  to  ad- 
vance the  further  sum  of  Five  hundred  poumls  (over  it  aliove  One  thousand 
pounds  already  issued  by  several  Draughts)  to  William  Pavne  of  the 
said  Connnittee  &  dei>uted  their 'i'reasuri-r  to  he  employed  liir  and  uin)n  the 
said  J5uilding,  He  to  be  accomptable  for  the  disposal  of  it  accordingly. 

Council  Jlecoril.-,  page  03'J. 

At  a  Council  liekl  at  the  Council  Ciiamber  in  ]>oston  upon  Monday  the  n"> 
of  April  1713. 

Pursuant  to  a  Kesolve  pnss'd  by  the  General  Assenddy  at  their  Session  in 
March  last,  that  the  Trcasu''  he  directed  to  sii]);dy  the  Treasurer  of  the  Town 
of  lioston  with  the  sum  of  Four  hundred  ^^c  fifty  pounds  in  the  ])ublic  bills  of 
credit  to  bo  ai)i)lyed  towards  the  currying  on  6c  finishing  the  Town  House  or 
edifice  now  in  building  in  Boston,  as  part  of  the  Town's  ])roportion  of  that 
charge,  he  taking  good  i*^-  sufficient  security  for  the  repaying  of  the  s^'  sum 
into  the  'iVeasury  again  on  or  before  the  twentyeth  day  of  February  next 

Advised  consented  That  a  AVarraut  be  made  out  to  the  Treasurer  to  ad- 
vaiK^e  &  supidv  to  ^I''  Joseph  I'roiit  jncsent  Treasurer  (d'the  'I'owii  of  Boston 
the  afore>aid  sum  of  Four  hundred  v>c  lilty  ]>ounds  in  Bills  of  piiblick  credit 
for  the  use  aforesaid  taking  good  >.V:  sulncient  .security  I'tirtiie  repayment  of 
tiie  same  again  accordingly.  C'otincil  lleeords,  1712  to  I'lii,  page  22. 

At  a  Council  held  at  tiie  Council  Ciiamber  in  Boston  upon  Wednesday 
April  2;i:>'  17 Jo. 

Present    His  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley  l]Ml^  Governour  &s. 

I'ursuant  to  the  vote  of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  Session  in  October 
1711  for  the  raising  of  a  new  edifice  within  the  town  of  Boston  in  or  near  the 
jilace  where  the  Town  House  stmal  before  the  desolation  thereof  by  lire  for 
Publick  Meetings  on  ci\il  occasions  for  the  tise  of  the  Province  County  & 
Town  the  charge  thereof  to  be  borne  the  one  half  by  the  Province  the  other 
half  by  tlie  Town  of  Bo.stoii  &  county  of  Sutlidk  in  equal  projjortion. 

Advised  &  consented  that  a  Warrant  be  made  to  the  Treasurer  to  advance 
&  pay  to  Mr  A\'illiani  Payne  of  the  Ciunmittee  for  overseeing  the  Building  of 
the  s*^  House  &  deputed  to  their  Trvasnrer  the  further  sum  of  Five  hundred 
pounds  over  above  what  ha.s  been  .'ilrcidy  advanced  to  him  towards  that 
work,  ho  to  be  accomptable  for  the  disi>os:il  <>i'  it  accordingly. 

Council  Pecords,  1712  to  171S,  j).  32. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Council  Cliaiidier  in  Boston  upon  AVcdiiesdav,  the 
22''  (d' July  171:;. 

M'  William  Payne  of  the  Comn}itteo  for  overseeing  the  building  of  the 
Court  Town  House  in  Boston  X  depuli-d  their  Treasurer  moving  for  a  further 
6Uj)ply  of  money  towards  iK  freying  the  charge  thereof 

Advised  ot  consenleil  'I'hat  a  Warrant  be  made  out  to  tlie  Treasurer  to  ad- 
vanc'-  ^  pay  to  the  William  I'.iyne  ot'lhe  Committee  &  Treasurer  as  aforesaid 
the  further  sum  of  Five  hundred  ]>ounds  for  that  service  to  be  employed  on 
&  about  the  Building  he  to  be  accomptable  for  the  disposal  of  it  accordingly. 

Ibid.,  page  08. 
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August  27.  1710.  Accomjit  pro-oinC'l  by  M''  W'''  l';iyno  of  I'.xpcnsos  in  tlie 
Council  cliainher,  where  liis  Kxci-IK*'  attemletl  by  the  Council  otiiccrs 
civil  vV  niilitury  and  other  Gent  and  on  the  liegiment  under  their  arms  attend- 
intr  His  K.Kccllency  on  the  1'4'''  of  August  currant  at  tlic  Publication  of  llie 
Peace  between  Hit  ^Majesty  v'i,  the  Prench  King  amounting  to  Fourteen 
pounds  i-  eight  shiiliiig. 

Advised     consented  to  p.iy  the  above  sum.  Ibid.,  p.  SG. 

:Mareh  10,  1713. 

Council  -Advised  &  consented  to  pay  ^Ir  AVilliam  Payne  of  the  Committee 
for  overseeing  the  Ikiilding  of  the  Town  House  in  Boston  the  sum  of  seventy 
one  pound?  nine  sliillings  and  live  pence  being  the  balance  remaining  xlue 
from  the  Province  to  their  part  of  the  charge  for  building  s''  house  according 
to  the  Peport  of  the  Committee  for  auditing  the  Accompts  thereof  accepted 
by  the  General  Assemblv. 

Ibid.,  page  100. 

Town  Eecords.    Nov  IG,  1711.  •     Vol  2,  p.  333. 

Voted.  ,  A  Concurrence  witli  ilie  proposalls  made  by  the  Gen"  Assembly 
Aff  building  a  House  in  or  neer  the  place  where  the  Old  Town  House  stood, 
for  the  uses  therein  Mentioned,  with  an  addition  of  these  words  [and  all  other 
Town  ali'aires]  as  part  of  the  uses  thereof. 

Voted.  That  Tliomas  Prattle  Esr/  and  William  I'ayn  be  the  jiersons 
nominated  &  Cliosen  by  tliis  Town  to  joyn  w"'  the  committee  liaised  by  the 
Gen"  Court  to  manage  that  afliiir. 

Selectmen's  minutes.    Anno  1711  :  Decemb''  10"'  p.  25. 

Voted.    That  Thomas  Bratle  Esq"",  nr  Josiali  Tay,  m'''  Eliz'^  Maccarly 
m"^  Eliz^  Powning  shall  be  taken  into  Consideration  in  order  to  >S:uisfaction 
for  their  Housi-svw'^''  were  Blown  up  in  order  to  Stop  the  progress  of  the  lire 
li.ipened  in  this  Town  y*^  2''  of  Ot;tol>f  Last. 

p.  2i'i.    Also  James  .Meers,  Martha  Gwiu,  .Sarah  Dynly  &  liich<>  Proctor, 
for  liieir  Houses  being  blown  up. 
Thorn-  Brattle  Esq.  allowed  Tiiirty  Pounds' 
Isaiah  Tay  Thirty-five  Pounds 

Eliz^  Maecarty  Sixty  " 

Eliz*  Powning  Thirty  five  " 

James  Meers  Twenty  five  " 

Martha  Gwin  Twenty  five  " 

Sarah  Dinely  Ten  " 

IJiclirtrd  Proctor  Ten  " 


{Froiii    Ihe   origitial,  -in    the  pofsrssion    of  ihe  Massocln'sctls  Historical ^ 

Sociefy.)  ^ 

"RELATING    TO  TOWN    HOUSE    PEXTS.     KEAD  ISIAPCII 

lOTii  1711-12." 

"  Whereas  the  I'ents  reserved  to  the  Town  of  Boston  for  several  spare 
Rooms  in,  under,  and  .Adjoyning  to  the  late  Town  House  beside  all  rooms 
made  use  of  th'-re  for  Publick  Occasions,  did  according  to  the  Pates  tliey 
were  lett,  or  might  have  been  Lett  at  amount  to  J'.igliiy  jiotinils  annum. 

And  the  Great  and  Gen''  Court  or  Assembly  of  tiiis  I'roviiice  haveiiig  lately 
directed,  That  there  he  a  House  built  in  or  neer  the  jilaee  whore  the  Old 
Town  House  stood,  for  Publick  nieeliugs  on  Civill  Occasions,  For  Province 
County  an<l  Town,  Viz'.  For  the  Meeting  of  the  Gen"  .Vssembly,  The  holding 
of  Councills  and  Courts  of  Justice  and  Town  Meetings,  the  Charge  thereof 
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to  be  born  tlic  One  hallo  liy  tlic-  rroviiiec,  the  Otlior  lialfe  by  tlio  Town  of 
Boston  a:ul  Cownty  of  SufFiilk  ii\  Equall  proportion,  nnto  \vhicli^>ri)po5:il  tlie 
Inlial)itant>  of  IJoftoii  liave  Voted  thi'ir  Concurrnnce. 

And  since  there  is  i)ros])ect  of  a?  ijreat  if  nor  ;_:roater  iniprovctn'"  and  ach  an- 
tage  l>y  such  spare  room  in  the  s''  tiew  bniUlinir  H""'  to  he  Erecteil.  if  may 
not  be  unseasonable  for  the  Inliahitants  of  this  Town  now  to  make  Sntable 
provision  to  secure  that  priviledge  and  benelitt  to  tliem  selves  and  their  suc- 
cessors. 

And  altho  other  Arguments  niiLrht  be  of  weight  for  theirbeing  so  benefitted, 
Yet  rath.er  then  forego  and  lose  the  same,  May  il  not  be  advisealile  fur  them 
to  agree  ni)on  bearing  somiijAdditinnal  Charge  in  y"^  s''  building  as  an  Equiva- 
lenf,  That  so  they  may  be  thrreliy  Eti'eciually  Intitulled  to  the  licneht  and 
iniprovement  of  all  sucli  rooms  and  S])aiees  in  under  and  adjoyning  to  tlie 
s*^  New  liui^ling  which  shall  be  conveniently  capable  of  being  inclosed  and 
Improved  for  distinct  uses,  and  otherwise  not  needful!  to  be  made  use  of  for 
those  afore  mentioned  intentions  ])ro])osed  by  the  Gen"  Court,  and  thereby  to 
l>essen  the  Ciiarge  of  the  I'rovincc,  Town  and  County  in  their  resi)ective 
proportions  as  aforesaid.  I'he  ^^ilich  additionall  charge,  together  with  the 
Cliarge  of  Incloscing  and  fitting  of  s!iopi)s  iSic.  there,  may  (if  the  town  sees 
meet)  to  very  good  advantage  be  defrayd  out  of  tliat  tlieir  money  w<=''  is  the 
EtTccts  of  J^ands  sold  and  in  ]>iuity  ougiit  tn  be  so  layd  out  as  to  raise  and 
perpetuate  an  income  to  the  Town. 

And  in  cas(!  sutable  .A.pi)lication  be  made  to  the  Gen"  Court  on  tiie  Iiehalfe  . 
of  this  Town  relating  to  tlie  preniisies,  tinder  the  consideration  of  tln  ir  ]].k- 
cessivc  growing  Charge  and  liXpences,  &  their  so  great  a  loss  by  the  Late  Fire 
&  that  tlie  Late  Town-lloiise  w<:"  was  built  at  the  Cliarge  of  y''  Inhabitants  of 
this  Town  was  for  ncer  fifty  years  past  made  use  of  for  all  Public];  Occasions 
■\v'''out  any  other  Charge  to  the  I'uUlic  then  that  for  some  of  the  Later  years 
they  have  burn  part  of  y''  Charge  of  y''  IJepaires. 

And  tliat  the  Town  of  Boston  being  tlie  true  and  proper  Owners  of  all  that 
Land  on  w^i'  the  said  New  building  is  now  to  lie  elected.  It  is  presumed  that 
tlicy  will  readily  aicree  unto  so  just  and  reasonable  a  proposal. 

Proposed  Rv  Joseph  Prout  l!ea.d  at  v'=  bcgining  of  Town  meeting  y''  10'^ 
of  March  1711-12. 


APPENDIX  C. 


-PAl'ERS    ItELATING    TO    THE    liEP.UILDING    OF    THE  TOWN 

HOUSE   IN  1747. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  IXc''  0,  1747 

Ordered  that  the  Select  Men  of  the  Town  of  Boston  be  desired  to  take  care 
of  the  Materials  belonging  to  the  late  Court  House  which  arc  preserved  from 
the  Flames. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence 

T.  HurciiixsoN'  Spkr. 

In  Council  Dec''  0.  174  7    Read  &  Concurr'd 

.1.  AVn,i,,vi;i>  Secy 

Consenteii  to 

W.  SlIIULliY 

Massachubttts  Archives,  Book  41).  p.  204 
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In  tlio  House  of  Representatives  Dec.  0.  174". 

Tlie  House  takinir  into  I'lirilier  consiileration  the  awful  Providence  of  God 
this  Morninir  in  the  <lestruciion  of  the  Court  House  and  great  part  of  tlic 
publiek  IJeeords  hv  Fire. 

Ordered  that  ilie  Speaker  Co!"  Stoddard  Col  '  Heath  Col"  Choate  Frost 
Capt  Partridcre  and  C'd"  Otis  with  sueh  as  the  Hon''''^  Board  sliall  Joyn,  be  a 
Coiiii:iiiti50  to  Consider  and  Keport  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  the  Court 
at  this  Juncture. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence 

T.  HuTciiiKsox  Sjikr 

In  Council  Dec'' 0.  1747.    Kead  &  Concurred, 
&  Josiali  ■\Villard,  Sam'  Walioy,  John  Cusiung,  John  Quincy,  Joim  Ciiandler 
&  And"'  Oliver  Esq"  are  joined  in  y^  .Afiair 

J.  "\Vii.i,Ai{r>  Secv.  ' 
liook  49.  p.  -.'05, 

Committee  to  provide  Boards  for 
llie  Court  House  "Walls 
Dec.  10  1747. 
Entered 

In  the  House  of  ]ie])rcseniativcs  Dec"".  11,  1747. 

Ordered  that  M""  Frost  with  such  as  tlie  Hon'  '-  Board  shall  Joyne  be  directed 
to  Contract  for  si.xty  thousand  feet  of  Boards  forty  thousand  of  iheni  ]\Icrchant- 
able  and  twenty  thousand  clear  for  the  Service  of  the  I'roviiice  and 

Also  three  thousand  feet  of  one  Inch  and  half  clear  Stutfand  three  thousand 
feet  of  Srulf  for  Window  Frames 

Sent  xi\t  for  concurrence 

T.  HurcuLNsox  Spkr. 

In  Council  DA-ember  11">  1747.  Bead  and  Concurr'd  and  Joim  Hill  Esq'' 
is  Joyned  in  the  Afiair 

J.  AViLLAiiP  Secry 
Book  4;'.  p.  20G.  Consented  to  \V.  SiiuiLLv. 

In  the  House  of  llepresentativcs  Dec'  11"'  1747 

Ordered  tliat  the  Select  Men  of  Boston  be  desired  and  impowered  to  Secure 
the  Wr.lls  of  the  late  Court  House  from  the  inconveniences  of  the  Weather  by 
Causing  the  same  to  be  covered  witii  Boards  in  the  best  and  cheapest  manner 

Sent  up  for  concurrence 

T.  Hl't<  iii.Nsii.N  S])k'r 

In  Council  Dec'  ll  1747    Kead  and  Concurr'd 

J.  WitLAKi)  Secry. 

Book  4'J.  p.  207. 

In  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  March  3,  174  7 

Ordered  that  Col"  Hale  Col"  Otis  M"-  Boardman  M''  Fore  and  M'-  Hub- 
Lard  witlisuch  as  the  Hon'''  lioard  bhall  appoint  be  a  Committee  to  Consider 
and  ICeport  a  proper  place  in  the  Town  of  Boston  for  building  a  New  Court 
House 

Sent  up  for  concnirenco 

T.  HuTciiiNSOX  Spkr. 

In  Council  March  .j,  -1747. 

I'lcad  i  Concur'd  .\nd  Jacob  Wendell,  Samuel  Danforth,  Sam'  Watts,  John 
Chandler,  Sc  Ezekiel  Ciiever  Esq''*,  are  joined  in  the  .Affair 

J.  Wif.i.Aiti)  Secry 

Book  40.  p.  510 
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In  till?  lloisse  of  "Roiircsontiilives  0  ^[arch  1717 

Votcil  that  tlif  late  Court  House  in  the  Tow  n  of  Boston  be  Ivcpaired  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  he  &  tliat  one  li.ilf  tlie  CiiarLro  thereof  he  homo  hy  ihe 
Province  the  otlier  half  hy  the  County  of  Suil'olk  >!c  the  Town  of  Bo>ton 

Sent  up  for  concurrence 

'J".  HiTciiiN^ox  Spier. 
In  Council,  March  0,  17-17;  lleail  ConcurM. 

■T.  \\'ir.i,AUL>  Seery 

Consented  to 

W.  SillV.LEV 

Book  40,  p.  211 

In  the  Hou?e  of  TJcpresentatives  Marcli  11.  1747. 

Whereas  it  has  l)een  ileterniiueil  liy  this  Court  tliat  the  late  Court  House 
shouhl  he  repairetl,  au'l  tliat  one  half  the  Chartre  should  he  horn  hy  the  Coun- 
ty of  Sulfolk  anil  the  Town  of  Boston,  l)ut  the  proportion  between  the  County 
and  Town  is  not  settleil  by  said  vote. 

licsolved  that  one  quarter  part  of  the  Char^'e  of  repairiup:  s''  Hoiise  be  1,'orn 
by  the  said  County,  and  one  quarter  part  hy  said  Town.  Also  voted  that 
Speaker  M''  Hubbard  and  M''  .Allen  with  such  as  the  Hon'''*'  Board  shall  Joyn 
be  a  Comin'c  to  Purchase  and  Procure  proper  Materials  to  Etl'ecl  the  repair  of 
said  House  a£;reeable  to  the  vote  of  the  10-''  Curr'.  .Vlso  to  Prepare  a  Plan  of 
the  Inside  Work  that  the  room  may  be  so  dispos'd  .as  will  he  most  bencfieial 
to  tlie  I'rovince  County  and  Town.  And  that  they  L.tj' the  same  before  this 
Court,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Charge  at  their  next  sitting- 
Sent  up  for  concurrence 

T.  IkTCiiixsoN  Spkr. 

In  Council;  Mar.  10.  1747;  Picad  &  Coneur'd  s.?,  Jacob  'Wondell  &  Andrew 
OUiver  K^q'\  are  Joined  in  the  All'air 

^  J.  WiLL.viiD  Sccry. 

Consented  to, 

W.  Smiu.EY 

Book  41».  212,  213. 

The  Committee  appointed  the  11  Ins'  to  procure  Materials  to  efl'ect  tlie  Be- 
pairs  of  the  Court  House  to  prepare  a  Plan  it  make  an  ICstimate  of  the 
Charge,  have  divers  times  met,  &  consulted  Workmen  thereuiion  :  and  beg 
leave  to  rei)ort 

That  in  obedience  to  the  order  f>f  the  Hon'''''  General  Court,  they  have 
taken  measures  for  jirocuring  the  Lumber  needful  for  this  purpose  have 
actually  agreed  for  a  great  part  of  it. 

Tiic  Committee  herewith  ju'esent  a  Plan  of  the  inside  Work,  which  they 
ajiprehend  will  he  the  mo.>t  commodious  &  best  answer  the  doiiga  of  the 
Building;  and  upon  the  best  information  they  can  ol)tain  they  judge  that  the 
said  liejiiiirs  will  amount  to  ICighteen  thousand  One  luindred  four  Pounds 
old  ten''  as  by  the  Estimate  herewith,  all  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

J.vc<.)r.  \\'];.Ni)Ei.T,  bv  order 

ALircli  31  :  1748 

In  Council  .Vpril  7.  1747.    Bead  &  sent  down. 
In  the  House  of  Bei)re>oniativcs  12'  .Vpril  174S 

Ifead  and  Ordered  that  the  Commitlre  be  directed  to  Proceed  &  cause  the 
Court  Hou-e  to  be  rebuilt  agreeable  to  the  Plan  laid  before  the  Court  with 
this  Beport. 

Sent  nji  for  concurrence 

T.  HuTCiii.vsox  Spkr 

In  Council  April  1.3,  1743;  Bead  &.  Concur'd 

J.  Wii.L.iitn  Secry. 

Consented  to 

W.  SlIIKLKV. 

Book  49.  pp.  214,  215. 
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In  the  House  of  Kopresentative?  April  8.  1745 

Voted  that  the  Tii.-;\#iiier  be  dh-eeied  to  P;iy  into  the  liancls  of  tlio  Com- 
miitee  for  purchasing:  ^Materials  for  buiKlini;'  a  Court  House  tlie  Sum  of  One 
hundred  pounds  out  of  the  Appropriation  for  payment  of  matteri  &  things  for 
which  there  is  no  Establishment.    Tlie  said  Conim''^  to  be  accountable 

Sent  up  for  concurrence 

T.  JluTciiTxsox  Spkr. 

In  Council  April  0'^.  17-lS.    Head  &  Concur'd 

J.  WillaRD  Sccry. 

Consented  to 

^  W  Sii]i:i,i;y. 

Book  4i).  p.  'JIG 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  15  174S 

Voted  that  the  Committee  app"-"!  to  take  care  of  the  rebuildiiiij  the  Court 
House  be  allowed  to  receive  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  the  Sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  to  Enable  them  to  Proceed  in  that  Affair.  Tiie  said  Com- 
mittee to  be  accountable. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence! 

T  HuTCUiKsox  Spkr 

In  Council  June  15  174S    Re  ad  aud  Concurr'd 

J.  WiLLAKi)  Secry. 

Consented  to 

W.  SlUKIEV. 

Book  49.  p.  228. 

In  the  House  of  ^!cprescntative^  Xov  22.  ]74S. 

Ordered  that  the  Sum  of  fifteen  Hundred  pounds  be  paid  out  of  tlie  Treasury 
into  llie  hands  of  the  Comm'''^  app'>-'i  to  take  care  of  the  repairs  of  the  Town 
House  «S:c    Tlicy  to  be  accountable 

Sent  up  for  concurrence 

T.  HuTCiiixsox  Spkr. 

In  Council  Xov^  22.  1748    ]{ead  &  Concur'd 

J.  Wii.LARD  Secry. 

Consented  to 

AY.  SmitLEY. 

Book  49.  p.  238 

To  The  Hon*-"'^ :  Spencer  Pliips  Esq':  Leiv*  Governour  and  Commander  in 
clieif  inand  over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  the  iMassachu  setts  Bay  in  Xcw  Enff- 
land,  To  the  Hon''  liis  Majesiy's  Council,  and  to  the  Honb'  the  House  of 
Eeprcsentaiives  in  General  Court  Assembled, 

The  rctition  of  Abi.Lrail  Halyljurton  of  Boston  Widow,  humljly  shewcth, 
That  in  the  year  1747  when  tlie  Court  House  was  con>unied  by  Eire,  his 
Majesty's  Council  took  a  Uooiii  in  the  House  she  had  hii-ed  of  ^Madani  Stod- 
dard, for  which  she  did  not  inteifd  to  trouble  your  Honour  and  tliis  llmi''''^ 
Court  about,  but  on  her  Settling  her  Accounts  of  Kent  witli  said  I\Iad="  Stod- 
dard lately  she  had  obliged  lier  to  pay  Thirty  four  I'ounds  old  Tenor  fjr  the 
Kent  of  that  House,  when  she  had  no  other  Iniiirovcnienl  for  it  than  for  bis 
Majesty'>  Council  to  sit  in  as  aforesaid,  your  Memorialist  begs  leave  further  to 
rej-resent,  that  at  the  same  Time  at  Col"  Pollard's  request  she  was  at  about 
Eiglit  Pounds  old  Tenor  costs  for  Eorms  for  the  Council  Use,  and  she  has 
had  no  Allowance  for  either  Forms,  or  lionts  therefore  she  prays  your  Himours 
to  take  the  Premises  into  consideration  &  make  her  such  Allowance  as  you  in 
your  great  AVisdoin  shall  think  proper  and  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray 

AniGAiLL  Hallyduiiton 

Book  40.  p.  2G2. 
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In  tiio  House  of  Ecpresentntive?  .T.m>'  10  1749 

Eead  and  Oideret!  lliat  t!\e  I'rnyer  of  tlio  Pet"''  be  so  far  granted  as  that  tlie 
Pef"  be  allowed  out  of  tiie  public-k  Treasury  the  Sum  of  tliroe  jiounil-  in  full' 
for  the  Use  of  lier  House  vhicli  was  improved  in  the  Service  of  the  rruvince 
when  the  kite  Court  House  was  Consumed  by  fiie. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence 

J.  DwiGiiT  Spkr. 

In  Council  Jan.  10.  1740   Eead  &  Concur'd 

J.  Wjllakd  Secry 

Consented  to 

S  Fjiirs. 

p.  2C3. 

In  the  House  of  Eepresentatives.    Jan^".  i?G  1749 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  todelivorthe  Coniinittce  appointed 
to  take  care  of  the  repairs  [of]  the  Townhouse  cic  the  Sum  of  One  thousand 
pounds  Lawful  Money  to  be  by  them  paid  to  the  workmen  &c  'NVlio  liave  per- 
forni'd  that  Service 

The  said  Comm''^  to  be  accountable  for  their  doings  to  this  Court. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence 

Tho*  Hcbbaud  Sjikr  pro  Tempore 
In  Council  Jan.  25,  1740;  IJead  &  concur'd 

J.  WiLLAKD  Secry. 

Consented  to 

S.  Phji's 
Book  49,  p.  2C4. 

In  the  House  of  lioprescntatives  ATarch  31  1750 

Ordered  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  Kepairs  of  the 
Court  House  be  directed  to  lav  their  Accounts  upon  the  Table  as  soon  as  may 

Sent  up  for  concurrence 

Tjio'  HuBiiAiiD  Spkr_p?-o  Tchipas. 

In  Council  !March  31  17.50 

Eead  and  Concurred  Saml  lIoLiiuooK  Dep)'>  Secry 

Consented  to 

S.  riiii-i.  p.  2GC. 

In  the  House  of  Ecpresentatives  April  19,  1750 

Ordered  that  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Six-  pounds  thirteen  sliillinj^s  and  four  pence 
be  allo\s'ed     \fi  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  to  the  Committee  for  repairing 
the  Town  House  >ic  in  considei-ation  of  iheir  time  &  trouble  in  taking  care  of 
said  Repairs  &c.  to  be  equally  proportiond  among  them. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence 

'I' HuiinAKi)  Spkrjjrij  Tempore 
In  Council  April  19.  1750  Eead  6c  Concur'd 

Saml  Holuuook  Dy  Secry 

Consented  to 

S.  Pun'.s 
Book  49.    p.  277. 

At  a  Great  k  General  Court  or  Assembl)'  for  his  Majesty's  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  began  &  held  at  Boston  upon  Wednesday 
thirtietii  day  of  ^lay  17.00,  being  called  by  iiis  Majesty's  ^V■ritts. 

Priday  Oeto''.  5.  1750 

In  the  House  of  Pkcpres''''^  \Yhereas  the  Charge  of  building  the  Town 
House  in  Bo;ton  was  liy  tlie  General  Court  ordered  to  be  paid,  one  half  by 


'  At  it  look  aViout  c-li  ven  pounds  old  tonor  to  make  one  pound  f  torlin?,  iho  Council  probably 
paid  in  full.  — W.  II.  W. 
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the  Province,  one  quarter  part  tlicreof  by  the  Town  of  Boston,  &  the  other 
quarter  part  ihereoi  bv  the  County  of  Sutiblk,  &  it  lias  been  resolved  by  the 
Cfeneral  Court  tliat  t!:e  said  Town  County  sliall  pay  the  same  proportion  in 
the  late  Kepairs  thereof,  the  whole  Charge  of  which  Eepairs  amounts  to 
thirty  seven  hundred  &  five  pounds  eleven  Sliillings  &  four  pence  Lawful 
money ; 

Wherefore  Ordered  that  the  Town  of  Boston  aforesaid  pay  into  tlic 
Province  Treasury  Xine  hundred  twenty  six  pounds  seven  shillings  &  ten 
pence,  being  one  quarter  part  of  the  Charge  of  said  liepairs ;  And  the 
Province' Treasurer  is  hereby  ordered  directed  to  proportion  the  Sum  of 
Xine  hundred  i  twenty  six  pounds  seven  sliillings  &  ten  jieiicc,  to  and  among 
the  Towns  in  tlie  County  of  Sulfolk,  according  to  the  Proportion  which  eacli 
Town  in  said  County  bore,  one  to  tlio  other,  in  the  last  Province  Tax;  And 
tlie  Treasurer  is  further  Ordered  to  give  out  his  Warrants  to  the  Assessors  of 
the  Town  of  Boston  for  the  year  17">0  requiring  them  to  Assess  the  Sum  of 
X'ine  hundred  twenty  six  ]>ounds  seven  shillings  &  ton  pence  on  the  I*olls  & 
Estates  in  tlic  said  Town  of  Boston,  according  to  the  Direction  of  the  last 
Province  Tax  Act,  also  to  give  out  his  Warrants  to  the  Assessors  of  the 
several  Towns  in  said  County  of  Suffolk,  requiring  them  to  assess  on  Polls  & 
Estates  in  their  respective  Towns  their  proportionable  Parts  of  the  said  sum 
of  Xine  Imndred  &  twenty  six  jiounds  seven  shillings  &  ten  pence  by  the 
same  liule  aforesaid  :  And  tlie  said  Treasurer  the  Assessors  aforesaid,  and  the 
Collectors  and  Constables  to  wiioin  the  Assessment  for  the  Tax  aforesaid 
shall  be  coniinitted,  bo  i  hereby  are  fully  inipowered  &  directed  to  act  in  their 
respective  offices  for  the  enforcing  the  Payment  of  said  sums  into  the  Province 
Treasury  on  or  before  the  last  d;  y  of  ?.rarch  next,  in  all  respects,  as  by  the 
Law  of  this  province,  said  Officers  arc  impowered  to  do  for  the  enforcing  the 
Payments  of  Province  Taxes. 

In  Council;  Head     Xon  Concur'd 

A  true  Copy  as  of  Becord 

Attesf  Sa^il  lIor.RnooK  D  Secrv. 
Book  49.  p.  208. 

Dec.  9.  17-i7.    In  the  House  of  Bepresentalivcs, 

Ordered  that  M''  Frost,  Cap'.  Partridge  &  Col".  Otis  with  such  as  the 
Hon'''=.  Board  sb.all  apjioint  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  after  &  secure  any  , 
Books  JJecords  &,  Pajiers  that  may  liave  been  preserved  from  the  Flames, 
which  consumed  the  Court  House  this  morning. 

In  Council  Bead  vV:  Concnr'd  :  and  Josiah  AVillard,  Samuel  Welles  &  Andrew 
Oliver  Esq''-  are  joined  in  the  AHair.    Court  Pocords  p.  273,  274. 

In  the  House  of  Bcpresentatives.  Ordered  that  the  Select  men  of  Boston 
be  desired  ,!c  impowered  to  secure  the  Walls  f;f  the  late  Court  House  from 
the  Inconveniences  of  the  Weatlier  by  causing  them  to  be  covered  with 
Boards  in  the  Jicst  v<c  cheapest  manner.  In  Council,  Bead  &  Concur'd.  Con- 
sented to  by  the  Governour. 

p  :  278 

March  2,  1747.    [i.e.,  1747-48.] 

His  Excellency  sent  the  following  Message  to  the  House  by  tlie  Secretary, 
viz' 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 

At  the  beginning  of  this  .Session  1  recommended  to  you  the  making  Provi- 
sion for  a  Court  Hor,-e.  I  was  in  hopes  the  Inconvenience  you  sutler  in  your 
present  Situation  would  have  promjited  you  to  have  given  Dispatch  to  this 
Aflair,  but  perceivint:  it  is  .-till  delayed.  I  must  desire  you  to  resume  the  Con- 
sideration, lest  the  General  Court  siiou'd  be  put  to  the  same  iJithcultics  an 
other  Winter. 

p.  305. 
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April  13.  171S.  Jacob  Wendell  Esq'',  from  tlic  Committee  nppointcJ  to 
take  Care  of  tlie  rebuilding  of  the  Court  ]ioase  gave  in  tiie  fullowiiig  liejxirt, 
viz'. 

T)ic  Conimiitec  appointed  the  10*'"  of  March  last  to  procure  Materials  to 
effect  the  IJopairs  of  tlie  Court  HoubO.  to  ])repare  a  Plan,  >t  make  an  I'.stimate 
of  the  Charjie  iuive  divers  times  met  &  consulted  Work  men  tliere  upon  X;  hep; 
Leave  to  Kepon.  —  That  in  Obedience  to  the  Order  of  the  Hon''"-.  General 
Court  they  have  taken  Pleasures  for  ])rocuring  the  Lumljcr  needful  for  this 
Purpose,  i  liavc  actually  agreed  for  a  great  i)art  of  it. 

The  Coniuiittce  herewith  present  a  I'lan  of  the  Hu^ide  Work  wbieh  tlicy 
apjirelicnd  will  be  the  uiost  connnodious,  &  best  answer  the  Design  of  the 
Building;  And  upon  the  best  Information  they  can  obtain  they  Judge  that 
the  said  liepairs  will  .Vmount  to  Eighteen  tliou-aud,  one  hundred  &  four 
Pounds  old  Tenor,  as  l)v  the  Estimate  herewith. 

March  81.  1748 

All  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted 

Jacob  Wi:xdm.l 

ji''  order 

In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Eoad  Ordered  that  the  Connnittee  be 
directed  to  proceed.  ..v  cause  the  Court  House  to  be  rebuilt,  agreeable  to  the 
Plan  laid  before  tlie  Court  with  this  Keport. 

In  Council;  IJead  &  Coucnr'd 

Couseniod  to  by  the  Governo''. 

Court  IJccords,  p.  330. 

April  2."  17-13.    In  the  House  of  Eejiresenlatives. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee idr  rebuilding  the  late  Court  House,  the  Sum  of  Eivc  Hundred  Pounds, 
such  sum  to  be  taken  of  the  Appropriation  where  there  is  no  Establishment; 
The  said  Conim''^^''.  to  be  Accomptable. 

In  Council;  Head  &  Concur'd.    Consented  to  bv  the  Goveinour. 

p.  3^5. 

April  20,  1749.  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  that  the  Sum 
of  Twelve  Hundred  &  fifty  Pounds  be  paid  out  of  the  Piililiek  Treasury  to 
the  Conimiitec  appointed  to  effect  the  liepairs  of  the  Court  House  in  Boston, 
the  said  Committee  to  be  accountable. 

In  Council ;  Read  &  Concur'd 

Consented  to  by  the  Governour 

p.  477. 

April  25,  1751.    In  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

AVhercas  the  Charge  of  building  the  Town  House  in  Boston  was  by  the 
General  Court  ordered  to  be  paid  one  half  by  the  Province,  one  Quarter  part 
thereof  by  the  Town  of  Bo.-ton,  and  the  other  Quarter  jiart  thereof  by  the 
County  of  Siuiolk,  And  it  has  been  Jiesolved  by  the  General  Court  tiiat  the 
said  'J'own  County  shall  pay  the  same  Proportion  in  the  late  Roi)airs  thereof: 
The  whole  Charge  of  which  Repairs  amounts  to  thirty  seven  hundred  five 
Pounds  eleven  shillings     four  ])ence  Lawful  .Money  :  \Vlioref  ne 

Ordered  that  The  Town  of  Boston  aforesaid  jiay  into  the  Province  Treas- 
ury nine  hundred  twenty  si.x  Pounds  seven  shillings  &  ten  pence  beeing 
One  Quarter  part  of  the  Charge  of  Said  Repairs,  And  that  the  County  of 
Suffolk  pay  into  the  Province  Treasury  ZS'ine  hundred  Twenty  six  Pounds 
seven  shillings  &  ten  jjence  lieing  also  one  Quarter  part  of  the  ('harge  of  said 
liepairs,  and  the  Province  Trea-urer  is  hereliy  Ordered  &  directed  to  ))ropor- 
tion  the  Sum  of  Nine  hundred  twent_v  six  I'ounds  seven  shillings  iK:  ten  pence 
to  &  among  the  Towns  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  according  to  the  I'roportion, 
which  each  Town  in  said  County  bears  one  to  another  in  the  present  valuation. 

And  the  Treasurer  is  further  ordered  to  give  his  Warrants  to  the  Assessors 
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of  the  To'.vn  of  Boston,  for  tlic  yoar  17-">0.  requiring  them  to  assess  the  Sum 
of  Nine  hundred  twenty  six  Pounds  eleven  sliillinirs  &.  Ten  pence  on  tlie  Polls 
&  Kstntes  in  ih.e  said  Tmvn  of  Boston,  according  lo  the  Direction  in  the  present 
Valuation,  and  also  to  v'ivo  out  his  >Varrants  to  the  Assessors  of  the  several 
Towns  in  said  County  of  SulVolk.  requiring-  them  to  assess  on  Polls  &  Estates 
in  their  respective  Towns  th.eir  propuriionable  jiart  of  s'l  Sum  of  Nine  hun- 
dred twenty  six  Pounds  seven  shillings  &  ten  pence  by  the  same  Pule  afore- 
said. And' the  said  Treasurer  cic  the  assessors  aforesaid  &  tlie  Collectors  & 
Constables,  to  whom  the  Assessment  for  the  Tax  aforesaid  shall  be  committed 
be  ic  hereby  nr^-  fully  impowered  &  directedMo  act  in  their  respective  Offices, 
for  the  Enforcing  the  Payment  of  said  Sums  into  the  Province  Treasury  on  or 
before  the  last  day  of  Marc!;  next  in  all  Pespects  as  by  the  Law  of  this 
Province  said  Officers  are  impowered  to  do  for  enforcing  the  Payment  of 
rrovince  Taxes. 

In  Council  Bead  &  Concur"d  Consented  to  by  the  Lieu'  Govern^ 

page  337. 
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^THE  LIOX  AND  THE  UNICORN. 
(See  piUc,  p.  C.J.) 

In  delivering  this  addre.?s.  reference  was  made  to  the  Lion  and 
Unicorn,  wliicb  adorned  tlie  eastern  front  of  the  building,  as 
"EoyalArms."  and  the  Avord.s  ^vcrc  retained,  tliongh  not  teclini- 
calJy  correct.  Correctly  speaking,  there  are  no  arms  shown  ou  the 
buildiiig :  the  two  wooden  figures  heing  only  the  .'^npporters  of  a 
shield  wliose  outline  only  is  indicated.  The  tirst  question  to  con- 
sider in  deciding  what  this  shield  would  naturally  be,  is,  ''Does 
the  use  of  the  Lion  and  Unicorn,  as  supportei  s,  necessarily  imply 
the  prer^euce  of  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  ruling  fam- 
ily?" The  answer  must  be  in  the  negative.  For  example,  good 
authorities  state  that  the  Dukes  of  Xortliuinberland  long  used 
these  supporters.  The  fact  more  to  the  point  is,  that  they  were 
often  used  in  coniiectioii  with  the  arms  of  various  colonies.  In 
September,  IC-SO,  King  James  II.  granted  to  tlic  New  England 
Colonies,  then  governed  b\'  Andros,  a  great  seal,  both  sides  of 
which  are  shown  in  the  annexed  engravings. 


I 


■I  •    ;!  !.i  (IvK 


14-2  '''LD  STATE  HOl-SE  EE-DEDICATION. 


lu  tlie  follow  iug  year  King  Janios  giaiitod  a  seal  to  !New  Yuj'k, 
one  side  bcariog-  the  Royal  Arin.s,  with  tlie  Gartei'  CroMii  Sujiport- 
ers  and  ]MoUo.  with  the  inscription,  ••Sigilluni  T'rovinciie  Nostrte 
2sovi  Eboraci,  etc.,  in  America."  (Historical  ^lag.,  April,  18G2.) 
It  is  believed  that  similar  grants  were  made  to  otlier  colonies,  es- 
pecially to  Z^ew  Harnp.=^hiro. 

Under  the  Second  Charier  of  Massachusetts  a  cliange  was  neces- 
sary, as  that  provided  for  a  •'  [uibliqiie  seal  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Crown."  The  following  engravings  .show  the  two  different  forms 
whicli  this  seal  assumed  from  A.D.  1  G92  to  the  Revolution  :  — 
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It  hns  not  seemed  worth  -vvbiie  to  pn?h  this  inquiry  as  to  the 
exact  dates  of  the  first  and  hisl  use  of  each  j'orm  ;  but  3Ir.  Thomas 
C.  Amory,  iu  a  careful  essay  prhited  in  the  ProeecdiDizs  of  the 
3Iassacliusotts  Historical  Society  for  December,  18G7,  tliinks  that 
the  second  form  came  into  use  about  September,  1728,  ^yhell  the 
Supplemental  Charter  of  George  I.  came  into  effect.  Ai  the  ac- 
cessioVi  of  George  III.  tbc  seal  \Yas  changed  in  respect  to  his 
name,  but  not  otherwise.  Of  course  this  seal  ceased  to  be  used 
at  tlie  Revolution. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  for  some  fifty  years  the  seal  of 
Massachusetts  w-as  a  shield  of  the  Royal  ^-\rms,  with  the  Lion  and 
Unicoru  for  supporters,  aud  an  inscription  denoting  that  they 
■were  used  for  aud  in  behalf  of  the  Province.  In  the  interesting 
painter's  bill,  printed  {ante,  p.  01),  it  appears  tiiat  within  tiie 
building  were  carved  representations  of  the  Colony  Arms  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  lung's  Arms.  Although  no  specuuen  is  uow  known 
of  these  Colouy^Arras,  it  cannot  be  doultted  that  they  were  the 
same  as  those  on  the  Great  Seal. 

It  is,  tlierefore.  at  least  as  probable  that  these  supporters  would 
imply  the  Province  coat-of-arms.  as  the  Royal  Arms.  But  in 
reality  there  was  no  distinction  between  them,  and  it  woukl  scera 
to  be  an  unnecessary  stretch  of  fancy  to  insi-t  upon  seeing  iu 
these  inoffensive  wooden  images  a  reminder  of  P.ritish  rule,  rather 
than  of  the  glorious  Provincial  Govei  nnient,  that  precursor  aud 
creator  of  our  later  free  State. 

So  long  as  the  emblems  have  at  least  an  equal  claim  to  be 
viewed  as  Provincial  insiguia,  and  especially  as  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  use  any  other  lieraldic  ornaments  to  denote  that 
period,  there  seem  to  be  sound  grounds  for  us  to  retain  these 
figures. 

As  to  their  removal  by  our  forefathers,  it  is  necessary  to  say 
only  that,  at  that  date,  sucli  an  act  had  a  meaning.  It  was  the 
visible  token  of  the  revolt  against  royalty,  and  was,  therefore, 
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right  aud  proper.  But  now  that  republicanism  is  established,  and 
the  contiuuauce  of  royalty  even  in  Europe  is  so  problenuitical,  no 
one  can  fear  the  result  of  shoMing  to  the  vrorld  this  evidence  of 
our  former  condition.  The  loyalty  of  our  people  to  their  chosen 
form  of  goveruraent  does  not  depc'iid  upon  any  falsification  of 
history.  The  Lion  and  the  Uuieoru  were  the  pi'operty  of  our  an- 
cestors in  this  country,  and  Ave  have  the  right  to  use  thevu  in  any 
place  where  their  presence  is  instructiA-e. 

The  date  of  the  removal  of  these  figures  has  not  been  definitely 
ascertained.  The  note  on  p.  93  makes  it  probable  that  they  did 
not  remain  later  than  July  18,  177G  :  but  as  the  American  troops 
occupied  the  town  four  months  caj-lier,  the  change  may  have  taken 
place  liefore  this.  The  destruction  of  royalist  emblems  was  not 
so  extensive  as  the  newspaper  asserts,  since  the  King's  Arms  were 
removed  from  the  Council  Chamber  by  loyalists,  and  sent  to 
St.  John,  X.B..  where  they  now  decorate  a  church;  and  the 
^milar  carving  fj'ora  the  Province  House  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  is,  temporarily, 
placed  on  exhibition  in  tlie  Old  State  House. 
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FAXEUIL  HALL. 

As  Faneuil  Hall  has  been  so  iutiiualely  connected  with  the  his- 
tory of  Boston,  it  seems  jjroper  to  insert  a  sliort  account  of  the 
building,  and  esiiecially  to  point  out  the  changes  wliich  it  has  ex- 
perienced, as  the  comparison  with  the  Old  State  House,  on  the 
point  of  genuineness,  will  not  be  to  the  discredit  of  tlic  latter. 

As  is  well-known,  Peter  Faneuil,  in  1740,  offered  to  build  and 
present  to  the  town  a  market-liouse.    On  July  17th,  at  a  town 
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nieetini.  a  vote  of  thank?  for  tlio  offer  wns  unanimously  pnsscd, 
bnt  llie  aceeptauoe  was  cnrriod  only  hy  a  ninjority  of  seven  votes 
in  a  total  of  727,  so  Mcdded  m  ere  our  ancestors  to  tlieir  old  ways 
of  marketing. 

Sept.  10,  1742,  3Ir.  Samuel  Kuggles,  who  M'as  emploj'ed  in 
buiir.ing  the  market-house,  delivered  over  the  key  to  the  select- 
men, and  on  the  ];!th  a  town  meeting  was  held.  On  motion  of 
John  Jeffries,  Esq.,  the  following  vote  was  passed  :  — 

'•  "Whereas,  iuformation  was  given  to  this  town  at  their  meeting 
ill  July,  1740,  that  Peter  Faneuil,  1-^sq.,  had  been  generously 
pleased  to  olfcr  at  his  own  proper  cost  and  charge,  to  erect  and 
build  a  noble  and  complete  structure  or  edilice.  to  be  improved  for 
a  market,  for  the  sole  use,  lienefit  and  advantage  of  the  Town, 
provided  tlie  town  of  Boston  ^vould  pass  a  vote  for  that  purpose, 
and  lay  the  same  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  thought  nec- 
essary, and  constantly  support  it  for  the  said  use. 

"And,  AvhcreaS;  at  the  said  meeting  it  was  determined  to  accept 
of  the  offer  or  proposal  aforesaid  ;  and  also  voted  that  the  select- 
men should  be  desired  to  wait  upon  Peter  Faneuil,  Esq.,  and  to 
present  the  thanks  of  the  Town  to  him,  and  also  to  acquai)it  him 
that  the  towji  liavc  by  their  vote  come  to  a  resolution  to  accept 
of  liis  generous  offer  of  erecting  a  market-Louse  on  Dock  square, 
according  to  his  ]»roposal. 

'•  And,  whereas,  Peter  Faneuil,  Esq.,  has  in  pursuance  Ihei'cof,  at 
a  veiy  great  expense,  erected  a  noble  structure  far  exceeding  his 
first  proiKjsal,  inasmuch  as  it  contains  not  only  a  large  and  sufU- 
cieut  accommodation  for  a  3Iarket  place,  but  has  also  superadded 
a  spacious  and  most  beautiful  Town  Hall  over  it,  and  several  other 
convenient  rooms  which  ]nay  pjwc  very  beneficial  to  the  town  for 
offices,  or  otherwise  ;  and  the  said  building  being  now  fniisiied. 
has  delivered  possession  tliereof  to  the  Selectmen,  for  the  use  of 
the  town.    ]t  is,  tiierefbre, 

'■'Voted,  that  the  town  do  with  the  utmost  gratitude,  receive  and 
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accept  this  most  generous  and  noble  beneraetion,  for  tlie  uses  and 
intentions  they  ra'O  designed  for  ;  and  do  ap]  ininlthe  Hon.  Thomas 
Cnshing,  Esq..  the  Z^Ioderator  of  tliis  meiAing.  the  lion.  Adam 
Wiuthrop,  Edward  Hutchinson,  Ezekiel  Lewis,  Samnol  Waldo, 
Tliojnas  Hutchinson.  Esquires  ;  the  Selectmen  and  Ixepiesentatives 
of  the  town  of  Boston,  with  the  Hon.  Jacob  Wendell.  James 
Bowdoiu,  Andrew  Oliver.  C'apt.  Nathaniel  Cunuinuham,  Peter 
Chardon,  and  Chark'S  Ajithorp,  Esquires,  to  wait  on  Peter  Fan- 
euil,  Esq.,  in  the  name  of  the  Tovrn,  to  render  him  tlieir  most 
hearty  thanks  for  so  bounliful  a  gift;  with  their  prayers  tiiat 
this  and  other  expressions  of  liis  liounty  and  cliarity  may  be 
abundantly  recompensed  with  tlie  divine  blessing." 

' It  was  then  voted  uuaniniuu.-Iy  that,  in  testimony  of  the  Town's  - 
gi-atitude  to  the  said  I'eter  Faneuil,  E~q.,  ai:d  to  ]ierpetuate  his 
memory,  the  Hall  over  the  market  [)lace  be  named  Faneuil  Hall, 
to  be  at  all  times  hereafter  called  and  known  by  that  name. 

"As  a  further  testimony  of  respect  it  was  voted  that  ^fr.  Fan- 
euil's  picture  be  drawn  at  full  length  at  the  expense  of  the  town, 
and  iJaced  in  the  Hall,  and  the  .Selectmen  were  cliai-ged  with  tiic 
commission,  Avhich  was  accordingly  executed."  (Snow's.  Hist,  of 
Boston,  p.  234.)  March  14.  1744,  the  towji  voted  to  purchase  the 
Faneuil  arms,  elegantly  carved  and  gilt,  by  Moses  Deshon,  to  be 
fixed  in  the  Hall. 

On  Tuesday,  Januruy  10,  1701,  during  a  spell  of  extremely  . 
cold  weather,  a  lire  bi'oke  out  in  one  of  the  sh<_>[.)s  opposite  the 
north  side  of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  consiuaed  the  row  of  wooden 
buildings  there.  The  fire  "communicated  itself  to  that  stately 
edifice,  Faneuil  Hall  ^larket,  the  Avholc  of  Avhich  was  entirely  con- 
sumed, except  the  bi-ick  walls,  which  are  left  standing."  The 
"records  and  papers,  -with  such  oiher  tilings  as  could  lie  con- 
venieutly  removed,  were  mostly  sa.ved."  The  fust  meeting  at 
Faueuil  Hall  after  it  was  repaired  was  on  March  14,  17C3, 
•when  James  Otis,  Jr..  delivered  an  address.    Some  slight  alter- 
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ations  wore  made  in  sonic  parts  of  the  work,  but  the  size  of 
the  buiklhig  remained  the  same.    (Snow's  Hist.,  p.  217.) 

Tiio  two  views  here  given,  one  from  tlic  IMassaoluisetts  I^Eaija- 
zine  for  IM'aroh.  ITSO.  and  the  other,  from  Snow's  History  iu  182G, 
shoM-  the  EevohiTionary  building  and  the  present  one.  The  white 
lines  ill  Snow's  view  indicate  the  proportion  of  old  matciial  in  the 
existing  Hall.  In  ISOo  the  enlargement  was  made,  doubling  the 
width  of  the  building  and  adding  a  tliird  story.  The  first  Hall 
was  calculated  to  hold  one  thousand  persons,  but,  as  we  have 
noted  before,  whenever  a  l.irge  town  meeting  was  lield  it  adjourned 
to  tlie  Old  South  Chnreh  for  additional  room. 


APPEXDIX  F. 


TIIF.  COL'PvT  IIOU.'^E,  OK   OLD  CT'J'Y  ITALL. 

But  little  has  been  pi  inted  in  regard  to  the  building  on  School 
street,  occupied  as  the  Fiist  City  Hall  from  1822  to  1830,  and 
again  from  18-10  to  18C2.  The  handsome  volume,  descriptive  of 
our  2sew  City  Hall,  piinted  in  186G.  begins  its  record  only  wirli  the 
measures  wliicli.  in  1808,  led  to  the  second  occupancy  of  tlic  old 
building  upon  the  removal,  in  IJ^IO,  from  tlie  Old  State  House. 
In  fact,  on  p.  -Jl  of  that  document,  it  is  said  that  Faneuil  Hall 
was  the  first  City  Hull,  and  was  so  used  from  1822  to  1830.  This 
h  clearly  incorrect,  as  tlie  following  statements  will  sliow  ;  for  we 
mnst  regard  that  building  as  the  City  Hall,  in  which  tlie  Ma3-or 
and  Aldermen  and  tlie  Common  Council  heW  their  ineeliuo-s, 
and  where  the  greater  part  of  the  departments  liad  tljcir  otlices. 

The  earliest  view  of  this  Court  House  is  found  in  t!ie  "  l^olvan- 
thos  "  for  September,  1813,  Avhich  is  here  copied. 
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la  Snow's  History  of  Coston,  printed  in  1S'2G,  he  describes  the 
stone  Court  IIoii>e.  in  Court  squnre.  as  laiilt  in  ISIO.  -'Tlic 
lower  story  of  tiie  centre  is  improved  hy  the  Eegistrar  of  Deeds 
and  Clerk  of  the  C.  C.  F.  ;  tlie  second  ste^ry  by  tlie-  County 
Courts  ;  and  the  upjier  by  the  Conunou  Council  of  the  city.  'J'lic 
Mayor  and  Aldermen's  room  is  in  the  ujiper  story  of  the  western 
wiug  ;  under  that  are  the  ollices  of  the  Auditor  and  City  Marsh- 
al;  and  on  the  luwer  lU)or  the  Probate  Otlice.  In  the  eastern 
wiug  arc  the  ollices  of  tlie  clerk  of  the  S.  J.  Court-rooms,  for  the 
judges,  and  for  the  juries,  and  one  occupied  by  the  Law  Li- 
brary." 

lu  Bowen's  Picture  of  Boston,  printed  in  182'J,  is  a  description 
of  the  ofllces.  "The  Mayor  and  Aldermen's  room  is  a  plain  but 
convenient  apartmeut  in  ihe  third  story  of  the  west  wing  of  the 
Stone  Coui't  House,  Court  Sqnai-e  in  School  street.  A  railing 
runs  across  the  middle,  dividing  it  into  two  divisions,  llie  south, 
side  Ix'ing  for  tlio  accommodation  of  visitors,  who  arc  provided 
with  settees  ;  the  north  side  luis  an  elevated  Hoor.  wliich  is  car- 
peted. The  chairs  and  tables  are  so  arranged  as  to  malcc  lialf  a 
circle,  the  Mayor's  cliuir  in  tlie  centre  and  raisiid  above  tlic  otliers." 
" The  Common  Council  hold  their  sessions  in  the  same  building 
with  the  Board  of  Aldcrmeu.  The  Council  room  is  in  the  tiiird 
story,  and  iu  the  centre  of  the  building.  The  President's  seat  is 
elevated  at  one  side  of  the  room,  and  the  seats  of  the  members 
are  very  conveniently  arranged,  liuving  a  gradual  ascent  from 
front  to  roar." 

The  City  Clerk's  odlce  was  in  the  Aldermen's  room  ;  tiie  Clerl: 
of  tlie  Common  Council  liad"  an  oflicc  in  the  brick  building  o])po- 
feitc  the  soutli-Avest  door  of  the  Court  House  ;  the  Assessors  were 
at  Faneuil  Hall,  tlie  Treasurer  in  the  room  at  the  Avestcily  end  of 
the  Old  State  House  ;  the  Auditor  at  the  west  end  of  the  Court 
House ;  the  City  J^Iarshall,  tlie  Health  Commissioners,  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Burying  Grounds,  were  iu  the  west  end  of  the 
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Court  House,  iiorlh  side.  All  these  were  so  located  by  au  ordi- 
nance dated  Dec.  -20.  1Sl>1. 

Mavor  Quincy.  in  his  inaugural  address,  in  January,  1827, 
dvrclt  upon  the  importance  of  biinging  all  these  departments  of 
the  City  Government  under  one  roof.  Uis  ))lan  was  to  erect  a 
building  on  the  west  end  of  Fanenil  Hall,  giving  u[)  the  Council 
Chaurber  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  building  a  new 
chamber  in  the  Stone  Court  House,  for  the  United  States  Coui  t. 
He  also  proposed  to  sell  the  laud  in  Court  square  formerly  cov- 
ered by  the  Jail. 

As  wo  know,  this  plan  did  not  prove  acceptable  ;  and,  in  1830, 
the  city  converted  the  Old  State  House  into  a  City  Hall. 

As  there  have  been  so  many  changes  in  and  about  Court  square, 
it  i^  worth  while  to  explain  them.  From  a  very  early  date  the 
Jail  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  Court  square,  reiulu'itou,  in 
1791:,  writes^:  The  new  Stone  Jail  is  a  large,  commodious  building, 
and  stands  ou  the  ground  wliere  formerly  was  a  wooden  building 
called  the  Debtor's  Jail,  a  little  back  from  Court  (formerly  Queen) 
street.  The  inside  was  set  on  tire  by  some  prir,ouers  confined  in 
it,  the  30th  June,  17Gft.  It  has  since  been  repaired,  is  Ihiee 
stories  in  height,  and  is  divided  into  three  parts  with  biick  par- 
titions, cased  with  plank  and  iron.  The  upper  stoiy  is  appro- 
priated to  debtors.  The  entrance  to  the  Jail  is  by  three  strong 
doors  in  front. 

"The  new  Court  House  is  built  ou  the  front  of  the  said  street, 
partly  on  the  ground  where  the  old  stone  jail  stood,  v>hich  made 
au  uncouth  appearance  and  was  taken  down.  It  is  a  large,  hand- 
some building  of  brick,  three  stories  high,  and  has  on  the  roof  an 
octagon  cupola.  The  lower  floor  is  used  pai  lly  for  walking,  and 
has  on  it  the  probate  otlice  and  the  ollice  of  the  county  registrar 
of  deeds.  In  the  second  story,  the  floor  of  which  is  su|)porled  by 
pillars  of  the  'J'uscan  oidcr,  are  held  the  courts  of  law.    In  the 
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second  niul  third  stories  are  convenient  rooms  for  the  grand  and 
petit  jurors,  and  for  ollices." 

The  annexed  plans  sliow  tlie  location  of  tlio  buildings  in  1800 
and  1814,  and  n  view  of  the  east  end  of  this  Court  House  is 
found  in  Salmon's  picture,  in  1829,  from  the  top  of  Pemberton 
Hill.    (See  anfc.  p.  104.) 

Shaw,  in  1817.  repeats  these  descriptions  substantially,  adding 
that  the  building  was  of  brick,  that  the  cupola  contained  a  liell, 
and  th.at  on  the  lower  floor  were  the  oiriecs  of  the  U.  S.  District 
Marslial,  SherilT  of  the  Comity,  Clerk  of  the  jMunicipal  Court, 
the  Provident  Institution  or  Savings-Bank,  and  several  private 
offices.  In  the  second  story  were  held  the  Circuit  and  District 
Courts  of  tlie  U.  S.,  and  there  -was  the  office  of  the  Dis- 
trict Clerk.  "This  bnihling,  before  the  erection  of  the  new 
Court  House,  Avas  used  by  all  the  Courts  of  Law  lield  in  the 
County." 

He  spdds  tliat  the  jail  is  00  feet  long  and  2.3  feet  broad,  and  is 
four  stories  high. 

The  Old  county  Court  House  had  then  been  given  up  to 
other  uses,  and  the  explanation  is,  that  by  Chap.  73  of  Acts  of 
1809  (dated  March  1,  1810),  the  Justices  of  tiie  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  Suffolk  were  empowered  to  purchase  any  lands 
between  Court  sli'eet  and  Scliool  street,  in  Poston,  for  erecting  a 
Court  House  for  said  county,  and  making  proper  avenues  to  and 
around  the  same,  to  .sell  or  exchange  any  land  there  belonging  to 
the  count}'  and  to  borrow  inoney  and  build  a  Court  House. 

Undoubtedly  the  v,'ork  was  promptly  performed.  Shaw  tlius 
describes  it :  "The  Xew  Court  House  is  140  feet  long,  consists  of 
an  octagon  centre  -jo  feet  wide,  two  stories,  two  wings  of  tinoe 
stories,  2G  by  40  feet,  connected  by  the  entrance  and  passages  to 
the  centre ;  contains  two  court-rooms  in  the  centre,  one  smaller  in 
one  wing.  Probate  Office,  Register  of  Deeds,  Clerks  of  Supreme 
and  Common  Pleas  Court,  rooms  for  Judges  and  Law  Libraiy, 
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rooms  for  Grand  and  Petit  Juries.  Tiic  co?t  of  this  building  was 
80S.S17.1C.." 

Snow,  in  his  admir.-iihle  liistory  of  Boston,  in  gives  the 

annexed  vieTv  of  the  Stone  Court  House,  -which  he  tried  to  per- 
suade the  public  to  call  Johnson  Hall.""  He  writes  :  "  Tlie  lower 
storv  of  the  centre  is  improved  by  the  IJegister  of  Deeds  and 
Clerk  of  the  C.  C.  P.  :  the  second  story  by  the  County  Courts,  and 
the  upper  by  the  Connnou  Conucil  of  the  city.  The  mayor  and 
aldermen's  room  is  in  the  upper  story  of  the  uest  wing;  under 
that  ra-e  the  ofllecs  of  the  Auditor  and  City  ^Marshal,  and  on  the 
lovrer  floor  the  Probate  OlTice.  lu  the  eastern  wing  are  the  oflices 
of  the  Cleric  of  the  S.  J.  court  rooms,  for  the  judges  and  f^'r  the 
juries,  and  one  occupied  by  tlie  Lav,-  Libjary." 

As  .ilrendy  noted,  the  Old  State  House  ^\ns  oc(  U[)ied  as  a  City 
Hall,  September  17,  1830,  and  so  remained  for  ten  years. 

In  ISoO  the  City  Council  appropriated  SCO, 000  for  tlic  purchase 
of  land  in  Court  srpinre  and  on  School  street,  and  s.jQO  as  a 
fjremium  for  a  plan  for  a  nevr  City  Hall.  City  Doc.  iSI^o.  0,  of 
ISIO.  reports  th.it  they  had  plans  from  A^her  Bcnjann'ii,  Picliard 
Bond,  and  G.  J.  F.  Bryant,  costing  from  828,000  to  -S-il.OOO  for 
alterations  of  the  County  Court;  House  for  this  pui|)0se  ;  one 
from  Cornelius  Coolidge  for  825,000  ;  one  for  812,000  from  a  per- 
son unnamed,  and  one  from  Charles  Eoath,  for  inside  work,  at 
•So. 400.  Tliese  plans,  or  some  of  al)Out  that  date,  are  still  pre- 
served in  the  City  Architect's  ofiice.  We  annex  a  view  copied 
from  the  ''Sketches  of  Boston,'"  printed  in  1851.  An  addition 
has  since  been  built  on  the  Avest  end. 

'  To  trace  tlic  liistory  of  tlie  Court  Iloiise  on  Cotn  t  street,  it  sliould  be 
stated  that,  according  to  Siio«',  "  tlio  County  Gaol,  in  Leverctt  street,  nnd  tlie 
House  of  Correction  connected  ^^  itll  it.  iind  tlic  MunieiiKil  C(jui  t-IIouse,  ;ill 
of  whieli  are  liandsiiiDp,  stone  buildings,  were  coniineneed  several  years 
since,  but  were  not  finished  and  occupied  till  tlic  year  182L'.  In  1823  the 
old  gaol  was  taken  down,  and  it?  ruatiriali  were  partly  used  in  constructing^ 
the  Gun-Hoiise  and  \Vard-)iOoni  on  Tiiateher  street." 
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Xouc  of  those  pians  were  adopted.  Lut  after  a  Ions  dispute 
between  the  liranohes.  it  was  decided.  July  ■_'7.  18-10,  to  fit  up  tlie 
old  Court  House.  "  Aecording-  to  a  third  plan,  keeping  tlic  en- 
trances as  they  now  arc,  the  present  stairs  might  be  taken  away, 
and  new  stairs  carried  up  in  the  rear  of  the  main  part  of  the 
building,  conforming  precisely  in  the  second  and  third  stories,  in 
all  the  arrangements  to  the  i)lan  hei-etofore  sabnn'tted  to  tlie  Coun- 
cil by  Mr.  I'reston."  and  costing  ><9Alo.  To  this  sum  was  to  be 
added  83,000  for  an  iron  fence,  and  grading  the  land  in  front; 
81,000  for  gas  fixtures,  and  f>1.000  for  heating  apparatus. 

On  March  18.  1841,  a  convention  of  both  branches  was  lield 
to  dedicate  the  new  City  Ilall.  and  the  IMayor,  Jonathan  Clia[>- 
man,  delivered  an  address.  However  convenient  the  Hall  may 
have  proved,  there  seems  to  have  been  very  little  in'ide  evinced  in 
its  external  appearance.  At  least,  while  ueai  !y  every  other  large 
building  in  the  city  has  been  made  familiar  to  us  by  numerous  en- 
gravings, probably  tlie  only  artistic  jncture  of  this  Hall  during  its 
second  civic  occu[>ancy.  is  the  one  engraved  by  a  German.  F. 
Cotb,  in  18-jG,  and  published  in  ^Innieli.  This  is  only  one  of  a 
scries  of  vicAvs  illustrative  of  Boston,  on  one  large  jilaie.  A  I'c- 
production  is  annexed.  A  small  wood-cut  of  the  City  Hall,  is, 
however,  given  on  p.  2'J  of  a  guidc-liook  pulilislied  in  ISC'), 
entitled,  "Boston  Sights,"  edited  by  11.  L.  ]Midg!ey.  A  view  also 
appears  on  the  title-page  of  tlie  Boston  Directory  fj  oni  1803  to  1850. 

It  is  well-rememl/ered  thai  the  increase  in  the  city's  affairs  soon 
rendered  this  City  Hall  too  contracted  for  usefulness,  and  that 
measures  were  taken  for  constructing  a  new  building.  A  com- 
mittee, in  18G2,  sul)mitted  a  plan  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $100,000, 
and  the  corner-stone  was  laid  Dec.  22,  18G2.  The  size  of  the 
nev<-  building  allowed  tlic  foundatiem  and  front  ^\  ■A\  to  be  erected, 
and  pre[)ared  for  the  corner-stone,  wliile  the  City  Government 
occupied  the  old  City  Hall.  Tlic  last  meeting  of  the  15oard  of  Al- 
dermen therein  was  on  .January  7,  18C3;  and  on  January  12. 
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the  Bo:ird  luot  at  the  Meehniiics'  Ilnll.  on  the  corner  of  Bedfoid 
nud  Channev  streets,  where  rooms  liad  been  hired  for  the  City 
Council,  and  some  departments.  Here  then  -was  the  actual  City 
Hall  for  more  than  eigliteen  mouths,  the  last  session  of  tlie 
Board  there  being  on  Saturday,  September  IG,  18G5.  On  the 
Monday  followiug.  a  convention  of  both  bjanches  ^vas  held  at  the 
ZSTew  Citv  Hall  to  dedicate  it,  and  that  building  lias  since  remained 
in  use,  althoua-h  uo  longer  capable  of  housing  all  the  departments 
of  the  gOA'crumeut  under  its  roof. 

The  estimated  cost  was  8100,000,  though  uo  oue  expected  that 
the  espouse  vrould  be  covered  by  that  sum.  Some  clianges  were 
made  in  the  plan,  but  the  great  appaix-nt  increase  in  the  price 
paid  was  caused  by  the  premium  on  gold.  Accordingly,  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  felt  authorized  to  claim  that  the  total  expense  of 
8505,1111. •42  as  paid,  was  not  owhig  to  any  extravagance  or  in- 
crease of  plans.  The  exterior  of  the  building  has  proved  entirely 
satisfactory,  aucl  engraved  views  are  numerous. 

The  prediction  may  be  hazarded  that  some  further  change  in 
City  Hall,  b3'  the  addition  of  the  Court-House  building  or  other- 
wise, win  be  made  in  the  near  future. 
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City  Hall,  Bostox,  Oct.  1,  18S2. 
Aldekman  WiLLiA>r  "\A'ooLLEY,  Cho ir'u'ian  of  the  Corariiittcie  in 
cJiorge  of  the  Jiesforadon,  of  the  Okl  State  House:  — 
Dlak  Sik,  - — •  In  the  icconstruetioD  and  restoration  of  any 
.structiu'c   it   will  be  understocjd  tljut   tljc  result  jruist  largely 
depeud  upou  tlie  knowledge  at  hand  of  its  original  character. 
In  the  case  of  the  Old  Slate  House,  to  asceilain  this  was  not 
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filtogetliLT  ;ivi  easy  task,  but  ^\^lt\^  the  aid  of  3Ir.  AV.  IJ.  AVbit- 
inoro,  au  active,  raeinner  of  your  coniinitlce,  and  wlio  Avas  en- 
tirely familiar  with  its  early  history,  much  of  tlie  diflieulty  -svas 
overcome  in  the  start.  The  folh'jwinp,'  is  an  authentic  statement 
of  the  evidences  whicli  -were  found  of  the  original  condition  of  the 
old  building,  arid  Avhicli  have  determined  tlie  wm-Ic  of  restoration. 

In  order  to  ascertjin  if  tliere  -were  any  iiidden  traces  left  of 
the  original  interior,  a  careful  car]ientcr  was  first  employed  to 
make  a  thorougii  examination;  this  work  Mas  carried  on  for 
more  than  four  weeks,  undei'  the  immediate  observation  of  Mr. 
"Whitniore  and  jiiyself :  scvei'al  important  indications  were  thus 
brought  to  light;  in  fact,  the  exact  location  of  all  the  original 
pai'titions  of  the  second  siory  was  deterinino<l :  upon  removing 
the  plastering,  the  outline  of  the  original  partition  caps  was 
found,  whicli  had  been  cut  in  between  the  old  furrings.  Also, 
corresponding  indications  were  found  upon  the  old  \uider-lloors, 
which,  by  the  way,  had  been  covered  at  diffei'cnt  j^eriods  by  two, 
and  in  some  places  1)V  three,  upper  or  finish-ilooi's.  These  in- 
dications upon  the  original  under-llooi's  also  gave  mc  the  posi- 
tion of  all  the  dooi'S.  their  thresholds  being  clearly  dotlned  by 
openings  directly  through  the  under  floor,  as  in  the  case  of 
thresholds  in  old  buildings  of  that  date. 

But  the  most  important  development  of  all  was  tlie  opening 
u]i  of  the  original  fi'aming  in  the  second  Hoor  around  the 
circular  staircase,  as  represented  in  the  accompanying  diagram. 
There  was  on&  mysterious  circumsiance  in  connection  with 
this  framing. — the  centi-e  of  the  circular  gallery  of  the 
staircase  was  found  to  be  one  foot  from  the  centre  of  the 
circular  liall  surrounding  it,  when  they  would  both  be  natu- 
rally drawn  from  one  centre.  This  was  explained,  liowever,  in 
good  time,  by  the  fortunate  discovery  of  the  original  plans  of 
the  building,  they  having  been  found  by  IMr.  Wiiitmore  af  Cin- 
cinnati ;  the  rea-son  of  the  ditlereuce  in  the  two  centres  was  at 
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oneo  iipparcut.  it  havinij;  been  jnu-poselv  arranged  to  d'nialize  a 
oevtaiu  anioviut  of  room  gaiiu-d  tlirougli  a  peculiar  iiiauner  of 
terniiunting;  iliO  staircase  on  the  >;eeonJ-lk)or  landing. 

Tlio  plan  of  the  interior  liaviug  liecn  detei'inined.  and  the 
uatnre  of  the  accommodations,  next  came  the  treatment  of  finish, 
and  the  character  of  the  architecture.  Sketches  and  a  careful 
study  were  at  once  made  of  all  the  Iniibiings  erected  in  tliis 
viciuity.  of  about  the  date  of  the  Old  State  House  ;  among  them, 
several  dwellings,  at  the  North  End,  Christ  Churcl;,  Hancock 
House,  King's  Chapel,  lioyall  House  at  ^Nlcdford,  the  Gov. 
Shirley  House  at  Koxbury,  several  public  and  private  buildings 
at  Salem.  Xewburyport,  and  Portsmouth  were  carefully  exam- 
ined. With  these  studies  ami  the  several  wood-cuts  and  litho- 
graphic jilatcs  of  the  old  building  itself,  dating  from  tlie  days  of 
I'aul  Revere  down  (he  having  made  the  first  engraving),  together 
with  existing  l)ieces  of  v»-ood  mouldings  found  about  the  interior, 
such  as  pieces  of  cornices,  bases  of  the  pilastei'S,  i)ieces  of  old 
wood  mantles,  and  wood  waiuscotting  conned ing  witli  tlie  same, 
besides  the  position  of  all  tlie  old  wood  grounds  upon  tlie  brick 
walls,  giving  the  lieiglits  of  the  cornices,  vrainscoting,  etc.,  a 
veiT  definite  idea  w"as  formed  of  the  treatment  of  the  interioi- 
wood  finish  :  also  much  of  the  new  woi'k  that  was  required  about 
the  exterior,  including  the  Ijalcony  at  the  State-street  end  and 
the  restoration  of  the  "Washington-street  door. 

In  restoring  tlie  windows  of  the  building  the  aumbei'  of  jianes 
of  glass  in  eacli  window  was  determined  by  an  oil  paiiiting.  made 
about  A.D.  1805,  which  is  iu  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society.'  The  muntins  of  the  sashes  are  dift'eient 
from  those  found  in  any  otiier  building  of  that  period,  ;uid  are 
a  leproduction  from  the  window  of  the  second  story,  opening 
upon  the  balcony  at  the  State-street  end.    Although  the  use  of 

»  Tlic  cnjrraving  of  tin's  picluro  will  be  found  ante,  p.  101. —  W.  II.  W. 
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this  peculiar  Ihiii  imuitiii  excited  a  great  deal  of  ciitieism  in 
the  public  press,  it  Mas  not  decided  upon  finally,  until  after 
a  careful  cxamiuaiion  of  this  window  liad  been  made  by  many 
leadiug  architects  and  builders,  especially  those  who  had  given 
atteutiou  to  this  colonial  style,  and  it  had  been  definitely  deter- 
mined that  this  was  the  orighial  windou-.  In  fact,  but  little 
doubt  of  its  original  character  could  exist,  since  the  frame  of 
this  window,  like  all  the  other  windows  aliout  the  building, 
was  built  solid  into  the  walls  and  extending  liack  of  the  same, 
on  the  two  sides  and  across  the  top,  a1  least  four  inches  ;  tlie 
window  and  side  lights  were  glazed  with  crown  glass,  which 
has  not  been  in  use  for  the  last  eighty  years  ;  the  hinges  were 
of  wrought  iron,  secured  with  wro;ight  nails,  and  the  fastening 
was  by  an  old  bi'ass  latch  with  egg-shaped  handles  each  side. 

Tire  work  of  restoring  the  exterior  was  not  of  a  dillicult 
nature,  the  brick  moulded  belt  couises  were  easily  c(nitinued 
wlicre  they  had  been  removed,  and  the  walls  of  the  fiist  story 
of  the  'Washington  and  State  street  ends,  which'  had  been  taken 
away  for  modern  improvement,  to  fit  the  building  foi-  business 
purposes,  were  easily  replaced  v.ilh  window  openings  like  those 
above. 

The  main  cornice  was  found  in  a  good  state  of  preservation, 
as  also  v.-erc  the  ten  trusses  supporting  the  roof,  which,  of 
course,  determined  tlie  original  outline  ;  these  trusses  were  framed 
Avitli  a  king  post,  and  were  constructed  of  oak-hewn  timber,  the 
principal  j-afters  being  in  double  sections,  the  under  section  of 
a  natural  curve ;  the  tie-beams  of  the  trusses  were  tdjout  four- 
teen iuclies  sfjuare  and  formed  the  sleepers  or  girders  for  the 
support  of  the  third  floor. 

All  of  tlic  roof  above  the  cornice  to  the  height  of  eight  feet, 
between  the  trusses,  had  Ijcen  removed  ;  but  above  that  height, 
forming  the  apex,  the  original  boarding  and  jack-rafters  were 
found  in  good  condition. 
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ZN'c-w  doriiior  v.iiKlows  were  placed  betweon  tlic  trusses,  tlic 
uninbor.  position,  and  proportions  lunni;-  ascertained  froni  the 
several  AYood-eut>  ;  also  tbe  live  chimneys  on  each  side,  -whicli 
■were  found  to  be  of  modern  construction,  were  removed. 

TJic  tower  was  discovered  in  a  neglected  and  very  nusafc  con- 
dition-; sevcj-al  of  the  bed-plates  Avhich  formerly  received  the 
posts  having  been  removed  iu  the  course  of  adapting  the  third 
story  to  business  purposes,  while  otliers  had  been  coinplotel}' 
burned  off;  and  in  tliose  alterations  the  only  snpport  left  for 
the  tower  was  npon  the  head  of  two  plank  partitions.  From 
the  decayed  condition  of  the  wood  finish  of  the  exterior  of  the 
tower  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  all  of  the  sasli,  two 
thirds  of  the  pilasters,  pedestals,  balustrades,  and  carved  finials, 
and  rei)lace  the  same  by  new  work :  the  copper  M  ork  of  the 
roof  and  the  old  vauc  and  lightning-rod  were  found  in  a  very 
passable  condition. 

The  work  of  reconstruction  occui)icd  about  six  months'  time, 
Laving  been  commenced  about  October  lo,  1881,  and  completed 
in  July,  18.S2. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

GEOIJGE  A.  CL0UC4JT, 

City  Arcliilect. 


The  following  report,  on  the  restoration .  and  renovation  of  the 
Old  State  House  (City  Document  Xo.  100  of  1882),  was  submitted 
to  the  Coimuou  Council,  June  20,  1882  :  — 

"The  Committee  on  Public  linildings  was  instructed  by  the 
City  Council  of  1881  to  give  effect  to  the  following  order  which 
was  approved  by  the  Mayor,  Sept.  17,  1881  :  — 
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"  Ordered.  Tliat  the  Coiuniittoe  on  Tiiblie  BiiiUliiiLTS  be  directod  to  lease  the 
OKI  State  TIoisc  for  ^^!cll  term,  to  jiicli  parties,  ami  uiion  such  terms  as  they 
may  deoin  for  the  be.?t  interests  of  the  City  of  Boston;  and  said  committee 
are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exeeedina:  thirty-five  thousanil 
dollars  in  repairs  on  building- ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  tlie  a2)propriation 
therefor." 

"Uudcr  those  iiislructious  the  committee  of  1881  appoiuted 
Messrs.  Whitmore,  Woolley,  O'Btieu.  autl  Morrison,  iu  1S81,  ns 
a  siib-committee  ;  nud,  in  1882,  Messrs.  "SYooUey,  ILvrt  (Frost  in 
his  place  from  Feliruary  2-lth),  Morrison  (Whitmore  in  his  })lace 
from  March  20th),  and  Eddy,  in  the  same  capacity. 

"Your  committee  begs  leave  to  rei)ort  iu  part,  at  tliis  time,  that 
the  work  has  been  snbstantially  finished,  and  to  submit  a  detailed 
account  of  its  expenditures.  The  estimate  of  $35,000  v-  as  as 
accurate  a  calculation  as  could  be  made  in  advance ;  and  thougli, 
as  will  be  shown,  mucii  more  has  been  done  than  was  anticipated, 
the  work  will  be  Cnisiied  so  that  the  building  can  be  delivered  to 
its  occupants  within  the  amount  named. 

"  It  was  found  that  the  work  iuAolved  not  only  the  removal  of 
the  partitions  on  each  Uoor,  but  an  elaborate  recon.struetion  of  the 
lower  floor  and  basement,  to  fit  them  for  such  tenants  as  the  city 
would  desire  to  liavc  in  such  a  building.  It  was  found  neces- 
sary to  heat  tlie  building  by  steam,  in  order  to  do  away  witli  the 
chimneys  which  had  been  [uit  on  during  the  present  century.  It 
was,  of  course,  in  the  view  which  the  committee  took,  necess.ary 
to  take  off  the  modern  French  roof  and  to  restore  tlie  old  ))itcli 
roof ;  to  take  out  the  glass  front  on  the  west  end,  and  the  fligl)t  of 
stairs  on  the  east  end,  and  to  replace  tiiem  with  substantial  brick 
walls  and  proper  doors  and  windows.  'J"hc  plans  of  tlie  old  build- 
ing and  the  indications  in  the  wood-work  pointed  to  a  circtihu 
stairwtiy  between  the  first  and  second  floors.  Jn  utilizino-  the 
baserueut  for  business  purposes,  it  was  necessary  to  extend  this 
stairway  through  that  story  also.    The  repairs  to  the  tower  were 
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costly.  Init  indispousable.  The  second  story,  containing  tiie 
Memorial  Halls,  lias  cost  considorablo  mone^-.  but  there  every 
part  of  the  finish  had  to  be  constructed  afresh. 

"  Your  connraitee  .annex  hereto  the  report  of  the  City  Arcliitect, 
sho-sving.  first,  the  total  cost  of  each  kind  of  -svorlc ;  secondly,  the 
cost  of  each  part  of  the  building.  It  seems  that  of  the  835,000 
the  amount  of  •?!  1.300  -was  expended  for  the  antiquarian  part,  or 
the  iFcniorial  Halls;  the  remainder  has  been  economically  ex- 
pended iu  arranging-  the  building  for  business  purposes,  under  the 
instructions  to  preser^  e  and  re-tore  the  original  exterior. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  has  to  report  that  the  -work  has 
revealed  the  fact  that  extensive  repairs,  perliaps  costing  $25,000, 
■would  liave  been  needed  vrithin  a  very  fev,-  years,  as  the  -svalls 
-were  crumbling,  the  tin-il.KU's  of  the  roof  and  tower  badly  di'Cayed, 
and  even  for  renting  jun-poses  the  building  could  not  be  compared 
-with  the  modern  oflices  in  the  viciuity.  It  bad  been  hoped  that 
the  appropriation  would  allow  the  committee  to  fit  up  the  attic, 
and  to  provide  chandeliers,  etc.,  for  the  halls.  But  as  the  -work- 
can  be  finishe*!  to  this  point  within  the  original  appropriation,  and 
as  these  finishing  touches  can  be  left  to  our  successors,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  mention  the  facts. 

"Your  committee  would  especially  call  attention  to  the  zeal  and 
success  with  which  the  City  Architect  has  conducted  the  work. 
The  details  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  old  work  have  given  liim 
much  extra  labor,  but  it  is  believed  that  everything  which  has 
been  done  has  the  best  architectural  authority  for  it.  A  full 
explanation  of  the  changes  is  reserved  for  another  0])portunity. 
The  various  mechanics  have  heartily  cooperated,  and  the  result 
will,  it  is  hoped,  prove  tliat  the  appropriation  has  been  properly 
expended. 

"Your  conjmittee  anticipate  that  it  can  deliver  up  the  l>uilding 
to  the  City  Government  early  in  July,  and,  unless  otherwise  in- 
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stnicted,  it  is  their  iuteiition  to  invite  tlie  City  Cuuucil  to  attend 
at  a  fonnal  celebratiou  of  the  event. 

Eespecttully  subniitled, 

WILLIAM  WOOLLEY, 
CIL\ELE.S  ]].  HErvSEY, 
"\^-ILLL\M  FKOST, 
r.  JAMl-:s  31AGU1RE, 
JOHN  P.  IIILTOX, 
OTIS  EDJJY, 
JOSEPH  P.  COXNELL, 
WILLIAM  n.  AMn'mORE, 

CoinmHiee  on  J'uhlic  Buildings." 


Aecejited,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

W.  P.  GREGG, 

Cki-lc. 


Office  of  Crry  Ahciiitect, 

Cjty  Hall,  June  27,  1882. 

William   WooLL]:y.   E^q.,   Chainiuui  Com/iiittee   in   cliurge  of 
renovating  tJ/f  Old  Slate  House:  — 

Dr.AU  Sii;.  —  In  coniplianee  wirli  the  request  of  j'oui- eomniittee, 
I  lierevi'ith  present  a  statement  of  the  total  cost  of  reconstrncting' 
and  refitting  tlie  ancient  strncture,  ^liow  ini;;  first  the  cos!  of  each 
kind  of  work,  together  Avith  the  name  of  tlie  meclianic  that  d!<l  it ; 
secoiidly,  the  separate  cost  of  restoi  ing  each  part  of  the  Iniild- 
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C'AKrr.XTEP.s. 


HoU'iook  i:  ITiirlow 
Sidney  PetLisou 


C.  W.  Baxter 


Johu  D.  DriseoU 
"Walbuiir  SheiTV 


T.  ]".  llani^an 


Masons. 


pAiNTrns. 


80,4];>  CO 
T.ir.i  31 


83,301  G7 
3Go  25 


81,9-20  70 
•2G5  GO 


81G,86")  00 


RooriXG  AND  Gutters. 


SflT.RINTKNDKNT   ANH   'W'aTCH.M AN. 

F.  A.  Ilatcli  and  INI.  Farnbam 

Stf.am-iieatino  AND  Vkntilation. 
Jngalls  &  Kendiieken  ..... 

L;ON  AND  Maki'.li',  "Wokk. 
L.  31.  Ham  and  Bowker,  Tonx-v,  &  Co.  . 


I!.  P.  Clark 


13iii)tnall  i.^-  Tombs 


J.  11.  Davis  . 


GlIANITE-WoiUC . 


Pj.ujiniNO. 


rLASlEI!ING. 


y,6G6  92 


2,18G  30 


1,128  13 


1,380  01 


1,G18  CG 


1.061  74 


1,093  32 


988  .58 


923  19 


ji  iiiov'iil  CO rri'-il  ffii  u'drO., 


$32,947  88 
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Ainouiit  hrou'jht  foncard. 


$32,947  88 


Cakvixg. 


^V.  H.  Ihmmev 


SoO  00 


GAS-riTTIXG. 

Charles  Pierce  ....... 

Fuel,  advertising,  rat-catcliing",  nud  other  miscella- 
neoas  items,  muonnt  ...... 


235  29 
825  83 


634,859  00 


SrPAKATE  Cost  of  Eestokixg  Each  Part. 

Eeconstructiou  or  roof  . 
Altovatioa,  "V\'ashingloii-street  end  . 
Alteration,  State-sti-eet  end  . 
Construction  of  sub-cellar 
Fitting  up  of  P.P.  ofhces 
Fitting  up  Antiquarian  rooms 
Circular  staircase,  hall  and  stairs    .  $2,400  40 

Staircase  basement  stairs        .       .       .1 ,400  00 


Fitting  lip  offices,  1st  floor,  State-street  end 

"     basement  ...... 

The  items  of  superiutendeuce,  M^atching,  advertising, 
fuel,  and  ^vo)•k  npon  the  ■walls  of  outside,  liave  not 
been  included  in  the  above  amounts,  in  all  amount- 
ing to  ........ 


S4,331  44 

1,G58  39 

3,195  00 

1,470  00 

1,877  85 

8,864  34 


3,8G0  40 
1,G49  19 
3,148  43 


4.803  9G 


834,855  09 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

GEOPOE  A.  CLOUGH, 

City  Architect. 
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EXTRACTS  FKOM   "TfTE   LAST   WILL   AND   TESTAMENT  OF 
ALE,-  EOr>EHT  KEAYNE.    ALL   OF    IT    WKIXTEN    WITH  MY 
.O^VXE   IIAXl)?^  &   BEGAN   BY  ME   .MO:  0:   I:  1(J53,  COMOXLY 
CALLED  AUGUST." 

I  Eobert  Kcayne,  Cittizcn  and  iM^'chniit  Taylor  of  Loiifinn  by  frecdomc, 
and  by  tlic  good  Trovidence  of  God  iiovr  dwelling  ;it  Boston  in  Ni'\r  England 
in  Amireca  being  at  iliis  time'  tlirough  the  great  goodnes  of  iny  God.  both  in 
health  of  body,  i  of  able  and  suiiicient  memory,  yet  consiclcring  that  all 
fle.=h  is  as  <rrrtsse,  that  must  v  itlier  and  will  rcturnc  to  the  dust,  and  that  my 
life  may  be  taken  away  in  a  moment,  therefore  tliat  I  may  be  in  the  better 
readinesso  (and  freed  from  the  distracting  cares  of  the  disposing  of  my  out- 
ward estate,  w"^''  co.^mnly  fullowcs  the  deferring  of  it,  Mhile  the  time  of  sick- 
nes  or  day  of  Deaili,  when  tiie  minde  should  be  taken  up  with  more  serious 
and  vaiglity  consideracons)  I  doc  therefore  now  in  iny  health  make  ordainc 
&  declare  this  to  be  my  Last  Will  and  Testamerit  and  to  stanil  and  to  be  as  ef- 
fc'Ctnall  as  if  I  had  made  it  in  my  sickncs,  or  in  the  day  or  houre  of  uiy 
death,  which  is  in  jnanner  and  forme  following 

********** 

*  *\*  *  *  *  ♦  *  +  * 

'  This  being  p''m;s5od  in  respect  of  my  soule  &  my  faith  in  Jesns  Christ,  I 
doc  next  coiTiitt  my  body  to  the  earth  (&  to  comely  &  decent  bnrriall)  tliere 
to  rest  till  niy  loveing  Savio''  by  his  Almighty  power  shall  raise  it  up  againe, 
at  which  time  I  confidently  beleive  it  slialho  reunited  to  niy  owne  soule,  and 
there  shall  receive  according  to  the  works  that  I  have  done  in  this  life  accord- 
ing as  they  have  beene  good  or  evill  in  the  sigiit  of  God.  or  according  to  that 
faith  and  confidence  that  I  liavc  in  the  free  grace  and  merits  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  As  for  my  Buriall  T  shall  not  desire  any  great  outward  solcm- 
nitie  to  be  used  fiirthcr  [liiO.]  then  that  which  shalbc  decent  &  civill  as  be- 
comes Christians  knowing  that  extraordinary  solemnities  can  nothing  add  to 
the  peace  or  benefit  of  the  deceased,  yet  haveing  beene  trayned  up  in  Millitary 
Discipline  from  my  youngi"  yeares,  &  haveing  endeavoured  to  promote  it 
the  best  I  couid  since  God  hatli  brought  me  into  this  country  &  seeing  he 
hath  beene  ph-ased  to  use  me  as  a  poore  instrument  to  lay  y'=  foundation  of 
that  Xoble  .Society  of  the  Artillery  Company  in  this  jilace,  that  hath  so  farr 
prospered  by  the  blessing  of  God  as  to  hulpc  many  with  good  experience  in 
the  use  of  theire  Amies  &  more  exact  knowledge  in  the  !Millitary  Art  & 
hath  beene  a  nursery  to  raise  \i]>  many  able  and  well  experienced  souldlers 
that  hath  ilone  since  good  service  for  tlieir  country,  therefore  to  declare  my 
a.feetions  to  that  exercise  &  the  society  of  sotildiers,  I  .shall  desire  to  be 
burycd  as  a  souldier  in  a  Millitary  way,  if  tlie  time  &  place  of  my  death  and 
otlier  occasions  m.\v  suite  thereunto  which  I  leave  to  the  discretion  of  my 
executors  and  friends 

As  for  tlie  goods  of  this  life  which  the  Lord  of  his  aboundant  mercy,  his 
rich  &  undeserved  favo''  hath  bestowed  t  reserveil  to  me  tlic  greatest  of  sin- 
ners and  the  unwortliyest  of  all  his  servants  I  dispose  of  in  manner  following 

*  *  »'*  *  »  *  *  *  * 
»*»*»»**** 

These  thirds  for  my  v.  ife  being  p''messed  &  my  ffunnerall  charges  &  debts 
being  provided  for  as  I  have  before  mentioned    The  rest  of  my  whole  estate 
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both  pc'rson;i;ilI  oi  reall  wixh  my  lands  lior.siiig'  &  all  other  thiiiji's  In'long'ing 
to  my  estate  1  deviile  into  two  parts,  the  unc  part  wlu-reof  1  give  and  be- 
queath imto  my  wulbcloved  i.>c  only  son  Eenjaniin  Keayno,  the  other  ])art  of 
my  estate,  I  nioane  the  jnst  or  due  value  of  it  I  reserve  as  niy  ov  ne  riglit  to 
dispose  of  as  I  please  wliich  is  as  herein  shall  after  be  expressed. 

**** 

********** 

I  haveing  long  Ihotiu'ht  considered  of  the  want  of  some  necessary  things 
of  puhlikc  concernment  whicli  may  not  be  only  conioilious  bat  very 
profitable  i^-  usefullfor  the  .Towne  of  Jiostou.  as  a  Marketplace  ACundit,  the 
one  a  good  helpe  in  danger  of  fyrc,  the  want  of  which  wee  have  found  by  sad 
&  costly  experience  not  only  in  other  parts  of  the  towne  wliere  possibly  they 
have  belter  supply  for  water  but  in  the  heart  of  the  towne  about  tlie  market 
place,  the  other  usefull  for  the  country  jieople  that  come  with  theire  pro- 
visions for  the  supply  of  the  towne,  ih.it  tiiey  may  have  a  place  to  sitt  dry  in 
ami  warme  both  in  cold  rahie  .ic  durly  weather  &  may  have  a  place  to  leave 
theire  cornt.-  or  any  other  things  safe  that  they  cannot  sell,  till  they  come 
againc,  wJiich  would  be  botli  an  incourageinont  to  the  country  to  come  in  & 
a  great  meaues  to  increase  trading  in  the  [liio.]  Towne  also,  to  liuve  some 
convecicnt  roomeor  too  for  the  Courts  to  meete  in  both  in  Winter  &  Snnier 
&  so  for  tlie  Townes  men  &  Comi-^sio"^  of  the  Towne,  also  in  the  same 
building  or  tlic  like  there  may  be  a  convenient  roonie  for  a  Liljrary  &  a 
gallery  or  some  otlier  handsome  roome  for  the  Elders  to  meete  in  conferr 
together  when  they  liave  occasion  to  come  to  tlie  towne  for  any  such  endo,  a.s 
I  perceive  tliey  liave  many,  Then  in  the  same  building  there  may  be  also  a 
roonie  for  an  .Armory  to  keepe  the  Arines  of  the  Artillery  Company  &  for  the 
Souldiers  to  meete  in  when  they  lutve  occasion,  Xow  if  it  should  not  be 
thought  couTeuient  by  liie  Elders  &  Deacons  or  guids  of  the  towne  that  all 
these  couveniencves  sliouid  be  under  one  roofc  or  in  one  place  of  the  towne 
or  that  tliere  be  some  places  already  built  that  may  conveniently  be  used  or 
fitted  up  with  sniale  cost  for  some  of  these  ]iurposes,  as  in  the  Meeting  House 
for  a  Granere  or  Armory  i  other  places  in  it  for  the  Magistrates  i.^.  Comissio" 
to  meete  in  as  they  doe  sometimes,  it  is  true  in  the  suiner  they  niay,  in  tlie 
Winter  they  cannot  for  want  of  chimneyes  &  fyres,  but  it  would  be  necessary 
&  more  convenient  (And  the  Towne  hath  beene  often  speaking  about  it,  to 
have  such  a  building  for  such  uses  though  yet  it  hath  not  beenc  accomplished) 
if  there  were  a  place  fitted  on  purpose  &  set  apart  for  such  ])ublikc  nscs,  and  if 
advice  wore  taken  with  some  skilfull  &  ingenious  workmen  &  some  others  that 
have  good  heads  in  contriving  of  buildings  such  as  !Mr.  ]5roughton,  jVlr. 
Clarke,  tlie  Chirirgion  &c.  there  might  sucli  a  model  Ix'  drawne  up  that  one 
fabricke  or  Imildingmay  [lliO.T  be  easily  contrived  that  would  conveniently 
accomodate  all  liiese  uses,  without  extraordinary  cost  yet  may  be  so  done 
as  would  be  a  great  ornament  to  the  towne  as  well  as  usefull  &  profitable 
otherwaycs  but  if  the  cheife  of  the  towne  should  be  of  anoth'  minde,  then  I 
should  propose  this,  tiiat  the  cimdii  &  ^farkctt  House  bo  sett  in  the  nuirket  place 
somewhere  betweene  ^M"'  C'ogins  ])ouse  v^-  mine  or  any  where  in  that  great 
streete  betwcone  !M^  J'arkers  House  'M'.  Brcutons  or  rather  IM''.  A\'ebb's  if  it 
should  be  judged  there  to  be  more  convenient,  these  two  may  handsomely  be 
contrived  in  one  building  in  vV"  jjossibly  may  be  some  other  convenient 
roomes  fitt  for  some  of  the  uses  before  mentioned  besides  &  for  those  winch 
that  place  cannot  suf.jily,  as  for  a  Eil)rary  for  a  Gallero  or  Long  lloome 
for  the  Devines  Schollers  to  meete  conferr  togeather  upon  any  occasion 
it  may  be  contrived  to  be  sett  all  along  on  the  foresidc  of  the  fleeting  house 
joyning  to  it  on  the  one  side  and  the  other  side  to  be  sujjported  with  pillars  so 
the  roomes  about  may  be  for  Court  meetings  at  tlie  one  side  the  Llders  at 
the  otl'.er  &  the  open  roome  betweene  the  iiillars  may  serve  for  Merchants, 
M'  of  Shipps  and  strangers  as  well  as  the  towne  (being  either  paled  or  liorded 
on  the  ground)  to  meete  in  at  all  times  to  conferr  about  there  bu.>ines  & 
occasions  w'''  I  conceive  would  be  very  advantugius  to  the  towne  &  may  be  so 
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ciiiurivL-il  i  sc'ttlbrthy^  will  bo  no  discrraco  or  int-iniilirance  to  thi.-  meeting-  house 
buta  crieut  oriiair.ont  t<>  it.  imt  it  it  sliould  1>e  thought  not  couveniL-nt  to  have  it  in 
th.i-  from  of  tliu  ^Mtvtini:  [lliT.]  House,  it  may  acconiplish  the  same  ends,  if 
Vlaet'd  on  tliat  .side  of  the  Meetinix  Uou^o  from  Searjjeant  Williams  shop  to 
Deacon  Trusdalls  house,  or  if  a  huildiiiu'  placed  in  one  of  these  tw  o  jilaees- 
niav  accomplisli  all  the  ends  before  menconed  stive  oid y  the  Cunditt  then  a 
larire  Cundit  mav  be  sett  up  alone,  about  the  place  where  the  Pilltiry  stands 
i  the  other  about  liie  meetiny^  house  as  before  w^-'  I  leave  lo  the  best  con- 
triveinent  of  the  towne  v<;  the  Klders  &  Deacons  av"^''  building  or  buildings  if 
the  lowne  shall  tbinke  meete  to  goe  about  it  improve  them  for  the  soverall 
uses  before  nientionod.  only  the  Gran'ere  may  be  in  any  other  (ilace  of  the 
towne  as  shalbe  thought  convenient.  1  stanil  not  upon  that  though  my  (jwne 
judgement  leads  me  to  thiukc  that  some  ])laces  or  place  about  the  Coinon 
Market  or  near  to  it  wilbo  most  suitable  for  many  reasons.  I  s.ay  towards  ihe 
building  of  these  convenient  places. 

Itein'l  give  and  bequeath  three  hundreth  pounds  in  good  merchantable 
jiav  the  one  lliirJ  ]>art  thereof  -when  the  frame  is  brought  to  the  ]dace  & 
ravsed  or  some  jnirt  of  it  before  when  the  frame  is  in  some  forwardness  if 
neede  be.  the  secomle  part  ^vheu  the  chiuineyes  are  built,  the  house  covered 
and  dosed  in  round  and  all  the  fioores  layd.  and  the  last  tliird  jiart  when  it 
is  iinite  tinished,  provided  that  it  be  gone  about  and  finished  within  two  or 
three  veares  at  the  most  after  my  decease,  and  if  any  of  these  either  a  Cundct 
or  Markelt  lIou>e  should  be  sett  up  before  my  deatli,  by  the  towne  or  any 
other  in  the  place  or  ])laces  above  mentioned,  then  luy  gift  shall  rcmaino 
good  either  for  some  addition  to  the  same  worke  or  for  the  accomplishing  of 
those  other  workes  by  )ne  mentioned  that  are  not  done  by  others,  with  a  re- 
bating  jiroportiosalde  to  what  [llJS.]  is  or  shalbe  before  done  by  the  towne 
or  any  other  Pson.  Xow  that  these  things  may  not  be  only  for  a  shoiv  or  a 
name  ,>i  when  finished  prove  as  shaddowes  i  stand  as  eni])tie  roomes  without 
substance  that  they  may  be  improved  for  the  uses  that  I  ayme  at  &  intend 
thouudi  niy  estate  is  not  such  as  whereby  T  am  able  to  doc  what  I  desire  & 
would  lie  Arilling  to  doe  if  I  hud  it,  for  such  ])ublike  beuelilt,  }'et  for  e.vamples 
sake  encouragement  of  others  (especially  of  our  owne  towne  W^''  will 
have  the  bcnetitt  of  it)  v<:  such  in  the  towne  that  have  jiuldike  sjiirits  &  some 
comfortable  estates  to  heljie  on  such  workes  I  shalbe  willing  to  cast  in  my 
n;ite  i  bring  my  lime  i  hare  possibly  God  may  stirr  uji  the  hearts  of  others 
lo  liring  in  their  liadger  skines  lV:  silkc  l^-  others  more  costly  things  that  the 
worke  may  goe  on     jirosper  in  so  smali;  a  beginning 

Therefore  to  the  Granere  I  give  anil  beiiueath  One  hundred  pounds  to  be 
payd  in  Corne  and  that  to  be  improved  for  a  jniblike  stocke  to  such  uses  & 
ends  as  1  shall  hereafter  n)cniion 

Next  the  Library  Gallere  for  Devines  &  Scliollcrs  to  meete  in  being 
finished 

I  give  and  beijueaih  to  the  beginning  of  that  Library  tiiy  3  great  writing 
.bookes  vr"^"  are  inteufled  as  an  JCxposition  or  Interpretation  of  the  whole 
TJible.  as  also  a  4'''  great  writing  booke  in  which  is  an  exj)osition  on  the 
I'ropliccy  of  Daniel  of  the  IJevelations  i.>c  the  rrophecy  of  Ilosea  not  long  since 
bc?an.  all  which  Jlookes  are  written  with  my  owne  hand  so  farr  as  tliey  be 
wriit  v<:  could  desier  that  some  able  scholler  or  two  that  is  active  and  dilli- 
gent  addicted  to  reading  and  writing  were  ordcreil  to  carry  on  the  same 
worke  by  degrees  as  they  have  leasure  and  opportunitie  in  the  same 
ni.-tbode  and  way  as  1  have  begun  (if  a  better  be  not  advised  to)  at  least  if 
it  shali)C  esteemed  f<;r  the  protitt  of  it  to  young  students  Tthoush 
rot  so  to  more  able  and  learned  Devines  in  tliese  knowing,'  times)  worth  the 
la1)o"  as  1  have  I'i  d<<e  linde  it  to  my  selfe  worth  all  the  ])aines  ^vl:  labour  I 
have  bestoweil  ujion  them,  so  that  if  I  had  100"'  layd  nie  downe  tor  them,  to 
deprive  me  of  them,  till  my  sight  or  life  should  be  taken  from  me  I  should 
not  part  from  them 

*»**♦**♦»* 
*******  ** 
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And  bcc.nise  I  ]iorce!vo  tiiat  the  Elders  of  the  noisbo'"in2;  townes  have  ap- 
pointed ccrtaiiio  times  in  V  ycarc  as  cheitiy  in  Sinner  time  once  a  nioneth  to 
nieete  tOLrcther  to  confirr  about  ordering  tiiin2;s  in  the  Clnirehes  according  to 
God  vV:  to  ilobate  about  doubts  or  diiHcult  questions  that  may  arise,  in  matters  of 
religion  and  such  like  and  that  they  iiave  noe  place  to  lueete  in.  but  ai  one  of 
our  Elders  houses  nor  nottdng  to  refresh  themselves  with  but  of  them  may 
prove  too  great  a  burthen  to  our  Elders  (the  meetings  being  so  often  and  con- 
tinueing  constant)  to  beare  of  thoire  owne  charge  besides  other  burthens  &■  in- 
convemeuccs  they  may  tindorgoe  Therefore  the  roome  before  mentioned  be- 
ing fitted  y'  they  may  nicete  when  tliey  please  thereat  I  doe  will  and  boqucatli 
fowL-r  pounds  a  yearc  to  be  payd  out  of  some  of  my  shoj)s  in  Eoston  by 
quarterly  payments  w<^''-  may  be  onlered  nnd  disposed  as  the  Eld'*  shall  direct 
or  advise  to  ))rovide  some  refreshing  for  them  when  they  meele  or  now  and 
then  dinn'''  as  farr  as  it  will  goe  ^-  as  tliemsolves  shalbc  ])leased  to  husband 
it,  not  that  I  wotild  put  tipon  my  Executor  the  care  of  suc  h  provisions  or  of 
buying  or  dressing  t!ie  meate,  bat  that  he  should  appointe  w'=''  shop  should  pay 
theia  so  tnucli  lic  then  they  may  appointe  a  steward  of  theire  owne  to  receive 
the  pay  every  quarter  &  then  they  to  direct  how  it  shalbe  layd  out  or  dis- 
posed of  for  that  cnde  to  there  owne  content,  only  I  would  p'misse  this  if 
there  meeting  be  only  in  the  Sumer  i  not  in  the  Winter  as  I  conceive  then  my 
will  is  that  they  sliould  receive  this  fower  [l,'31.]  pounds  every  Sumer,  by 
fortj-  shillings  a  quarter  as  that  which  will)e  most  convenient  for  there  meet- 
ing, and  this  gift  of  fower  pounds  p  anno  1  give  for  the  space  of  Ten  yeares 
from  tiie  time  of  my  death,  if  that  meeting  continue  so  long  in  that  tov.  ne, 
hoping  that  before  ilien  some  other  may  be  moved  to  step  in  to  add  so  much 
more  to  it  as  may  serve  to  provide  a  moderate  dinner  for  every  time  of  there 
n;eet;ng  ^o  that  noe  part  of  the  charge  of  it  may  lye  uj)on  themselves  and 
when  the  10  yeares  is  ended  I  doul)t  not  if  my  son  be.  then  liveinghere  (&my 
buildings  continue  as  rww.  that  he  would  continue  this  gift  of  myne  longer  if 
that  meeting  continue  longer  iS:.  proves  by  experience  to  be  much  for  the  good 
ancl  advantage  of  religion  &  the  churches  as  is  intended  &  not  to  the  hurt  & 
p'jndice  of  the  same 

And  if  a  convenient  fayre  roome  in  one  of  the  buildings  before  menticnicd 
be  sequestered  i  set  a  jiart  for  an  Armory  &  the  meeting  of  the  Artillery  if 
there  it  be  thought  conver.ient  or  if  some  other  placebo  provided  for  that  use 
more  convenient,  with  the  OOicers  of  that  Companys  advice,  I  am  not  strict 
for  the  very  place  so  they  have  content  in  it,  though  yet  I  thinke  the  very 
hart  &  securest  part  of  the  towne  (&  noe  out  or  by  place)  is  the  most  fitt  for 
a  Magazenc  for  Armes  because  of  the  danger  of  surprizing  of  them,  the  ])lace 
that  they  now  use  wilbe  fitt,  to  scower  &  tend  the  Armes  in  &  the  other  to  lay 
them  up  &  keejic  them  in,  which  wilbe  a  comely  sight  for  slraingers  to  see  & 
a  great  ornament  to  the  roome  &  aho  to  the  towiie  where  [132.]  the  soul- 
diers  may  armc  themselves  every  time  tliey  goe  to  exercise,  such  a  place  be- 
ing provided  I  give  &,  bequeath  five  pounds  for  the  incouragem*  of  that  Com- 
pany to  be  layd  out  in  Tikes  &  IJandaK*  for  the  use  of  such  sotildiers  of  that 
Company  that  live  in  other  townes,  so  farr  as  it  cannot  be  convenient  for  them 
to  bring  there  armes  w"'  them,  or  if  the  OfHcers  of  that  Company  doe  know 
any  otlier  thingc  that  the  Company  wants  that  wilbe  more  usefull  for  the  gen- 
nerall  good  of  tlie  Company  then  what  I  have  nientioned  that  will  continue 
&  not  be  spent  or  consnmcd  in  the  use,  then  1  am  willing  that  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  this  legacy  may  be  so  disposed  of  takeing  in  the  advice  and 
consent  of  niy  Executor  in  the  same. 

********** 
*  *  »  *  »  *  *  *  *  * 

Now  concerning  the  originall  legacy  of  Three  hundred  pfitiiids  that  I  have 
given  to  the  Towne  of  Eoston  for  the  raysing  of  a  Cundit  in  the  Market 
place  &  for  a  building  to  fitt  for  such  uses  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  if  any 
shall  alleadge  that  three  hundred  pounds  is  not  sulficienl  to  accomplish  it  I 
answ.    1.  That  it  may  be  some  of  these  maybe  gone  about  &  finished  by 
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Townc  before  God  may  call  me  out  of  this  worlil  as  Cuiulet  or  m''ket 
iiouso  iSrc.  then  there  wilbo  the  lesse  to  doc  and  I  know  that  the  Towne 
hath  ajcitated  it  i^-  scriousiy  intended  to  liave  gone  about  to  doe  thcnt  all  ex- 
cept only  y*^  library,  as  sueli  things  that  are  needfuU  &  will  tnrnc  to  the 
publike  advantage  of  the  Towne.  2'-^'.  I  say  that  I  conceive  if  it  be  well 
managed  &  ordered  it  may  doe  it  all  or  very  neaie  it.  I  suppose  one  of  the 
two  last  houses  that  I  built  hath  roomo  enough  in  it  to  accomplish  all  tiic 
ends  before  mentioned  excepting  the  Ctmdir.  if  it  had  bcene  first  contrived 
&.  thought  on  for  such  an  emlc.  yet  that  hath  not  cost  me  400"".  not  by  so 
much  as  I  suppose  [J  ■40."'  will  neare  build  a  new  Condit,  but  Thirdly  if  it 
should  fall  short  1  doe  expect  i  suppose  that  the  Towne  willie  willing  to  add 
to  it  &  make  up  tlie  rest  either  by  enlarging  of  the  Convcniencyes  or  beauti- 
fying the  structure  for  the  better  ornament  of  the  towne  &  possil)ly  some 
else  may  tliinke  of  some  other  thing  wanting,  that  may  be  as  usefull  to  tlie 
gcnn''all  good  of  tlie  towne  as  most  of  these  to  be  added  to  it,  w"^'"  I  have  not 
thought  upon,  besides  if  I  were  .ibout  to  build  a  thinge  tliat  I  conceive  would 
be  very  usefull  i>c  advantagious  to  me  but  am  not  conifortaldy  able  to  bearc 
the  charge  of  it,  if  any  freind  out  of  love  to  me  would  lend  me  300"'.  some 
considerable  time  gratise  it  woidd  be  a  great  incouragement  to  me  to  goe  on 
with  the  worke,  but  if  he  should  offer  to  give  me  freely  300"".  towards  it  I 
should  think  my  solfe  bound  to  be  very  thankefuU  to  him  and  to  be  willing 
to  make  up  what  is  wanting  rather  then  I  would  loose  so  free  a  kindnes  by  my 
neglecting  of  t!ic  worke. 

But  po.-sibly  some  wilbe  ready  to  apprehend  that  I  mav  doe  this  only  for 
my  owne  endes  il-  benefitt  w<^''  may  make  them  the  more  backward  to  have  it 
goo  on  esjiecially  with  any  of  there  owne  Cost,  for  some  such  spiritts  there 
be  tliat  had  rather  deny  themselves  a  benefitt  then  that  another  should  enjoye 
a  greater  beneStt  by  it,  as  some  have  said  tiiat  I  have  beenc  very  forward  to 
have  a  Cundit  in  y'  ])lace  because  I  have  so  many  houses  &  buildings  there 
about  &  so  a  Market  House  [141.]  wilbe  more  the  beneticiall  to  bring  trade 
to  my  shops.  I  ans^v'■  putt  case  that  this  were  in  all  tilings  true,  it  is  not  sine- 
full  nor  unlawfull  in  Christian  prudence  to  pride  meiines  for  the  i)''veiiting 
of  danger  or  procureing  of  any  lawfull  good,  I  doubt  not  but  they  would  doe 
the  like  if  it  were  there  owne  case.  But  2'"-^  what  advantage  will  this  be 
to  ine  when  I  am  dead  and  gone,  if  others  should  not  receive  more  benefitt 
then  I  by  it  I  need  not  trouble  my  selfe  with  what  may  fall  out  in  after  times, 
in  these  respects  for  I  shall  feele  no  want,  nor  siiflcr  any  damage  by  such 
losses  «c  a  100  things  w-ould  come  into  consideration  as  ncedfull  to  p''vent 
or  provide  for  as  these,  if  men  goeing  out  of  the  w  orld  should  trouble  them- 
selves with  the  care  of  such  changes  and  tilings  that  may  happen  when  they 
are  dead  3'-">'  If  ray  liousen  only  wore  there  &  no  other  shops  but  myne, 
there  might  be  more  ground  for  such  an  aiiprehension,  but  it  is  the  heart  of 
the  towne  and  many  fayrc  buildings  ^.t  shops  there  bo  round  about,  the 
Market  is  tliere  seated  allready,  tlie  Market  house  is  more  for  the  conveniency 
of  strang"^'  &  there  accomodation  in  winter  and  snmer  in  wet  &  dry  there  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towne  &  in  that  respect  it  is  a  worke  of  charitie  and 
mercy  and  tiiough  some  pticular  psons  that  trade  may  have  more  benefitt 
by  it  then  some  other  ])ions  that  dwell  further  off,  vet  the  advantage  & 
profiit  of  it  will  redound  to  the  v  hole  towne  in  genn''all  and  for  my  owne 
pticular  I  liaveing  given  over  trade  [14-2.1  long  agoe)  the  nearenes  of  the 
market  is  more  cl<argeable  then  beneficiall  to  me,  if  I  looked  not  at 
a  genn'all  &  jmblike  good,  more  then  m\-  private  &  for  the  Cunditt  1  confesse 
it  is  very  necessary  6c  usefull  in  many  respects,  especially  in  danger  of  fyre 
&  well  it  were  if  there  were  more  of  them  in  the  towne  then  there  is,  but 
that  it  wilbe  more  bencficiall  to  me  or  that  I  shall  have  more  ncede  of  it  then 
others  who  can  tell,  wlio  knowes  y'  my  house  alone  slialbc  sett  on  fyre,  God 
may  p'serve  myne  thoiiirh  divers  others  may  be  consumed,  as  it  fell  out  lately 
by  sad  exjierience,  had  there  beene  a  Condit  in  the  Market  ]ilace  before,  then 
would  it  not  have  beenc  looked  at  &  found  to  be  a  publike  good,  might  not 
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some  of  the-  houses  boene  savcil  ih;it  wore  consumed  more  Avortli  then  the 
charge  of  sotting  up  three  or  fowxr  such  Cundiits,  nay  if  the  fvre  liad  gone 
on  in  its  rage  as  it  was  most  like  (}iad  not  (jod  in  une\"])ectcd  niorcy 
p'veiiteJ  it)  «!c  ceased  upon  others  houses  as  it  threatened  to  doe,  the  whole 
tovne  would  have  had  cause  to  tliinke  to  Iiave  liewailed  the  \\  ant  of  it) 
that  such  a  CoudiU  was  a  publiiiue  good  i  the  want  of  it  a  iiubliijue  cvill 
though  some  pticular  j>sons  niighr  have  had  tlie  benefite  of  it  at  that  time 
more  tlien  others,  and  at  some  other  times  otliers  miglit  have  had  more  neede 
more  benefitt  by  it  tlien  they  but  if  my  houses  i  shopcs  stoode  alone  or 
if  I  only  should  need  v<:  not  others,  if  it  were  for  niy  owne  jirivato  <!c  not  for 
the  publiijue  good  of  oilK-rs.  1  would  build  a  Condit  iJc  a  3Iarkct  house  too  if 
there  were  neede  [l-io.J  at  iny  owne  charge  without  calling  in  the  helpe  of 
others  &  1  tliinke  if  my  owne  heart  deceive  me  not,  my  aymc  in  all  these 
things  projiosed  is  for  the  genn^^U  good  of  the  towne  &  that  if  I  had  noe 
house  th.ereabouts  but  had  lived  in  some  other  part  of  the  towne,  1  should  be 
as  forward  to  promote  these  wovkes  as  I  have  beene  formerly  or  am  at  this 
p'sent,  so  I  should  desire  all  my  loveing  Ijretliren  &  neighbo''°  of  the  towne 
to  interp"  &  accept  of  what  I  tender  to  them,  as  a  fruite  of  my  true  endeavo' 
&  desire  of  the  townes  goo(1  Cv;  not  at  any  private  advantage  of  me  or  myne  & 
as  one  y' have  beeuc  willing  desireous  to  iiclpe  them  forward  in  my  life- 
time rather  then  death,  And  for  that  legacy  of  one  hundreth  pound  liefore 
mentioned  for  y'  Grannere  to  begin  a  stocke  for  a  publique  magzine  of 
Corne  for  the  towne  or  chcifely  the  poorer  sort  in  it,  now  what  private  ends 
or  advantage  can  any  one  apprehend  I  can  have  in  that  when  1  am  dead  &  so 
for  the  library  ..t  armory  i  Plattformc  ]5utt  for  the  inco\i''agein'  of  the 
Artillery  Company  i  or  free  schoole  or  what  I  had  set  apart  form'ly  I'oi'  the 
tnivning  up  of  the  Indians  Children  in  learning  &  some  iMiglish  selioU^^  to 
Icarne  the  Indian  Tongue,  now  if  these  cannot  but  be  inierp'ted  for  a  puli- 
li<jue  ar.d  genn''all  good  to  the  towne  why  should  any  conceive  otherwise  of 
the  other,  for  the  Conditt  there  is  none  in  the  markett  place  it  if  sucli  a 
workc  be  needfull  in  any  p".  of  the  towne,  it  is  5  times  more  needfiill  tlicre 
J  ■Ji  so  for  tlie  market  house  ex'cept  there  were  more  puliliijue  markets 
set  up  in  some  otlicre  p'\  of  the  towne  though  God  hath  beene  jdeased  in 
some  measure  to  carry  me  on  with  a  iiubli.pie  sjiirit  to  seeke  the  good  of  the 
towne  according  to  that  abillity  which  tiod  hath  beene  pleased  to  ali'ord 
unto  me  though  I  am  not  able  to  doc  accor<ling  to  the  largenes  of  my  desire 
hopeing  that  God  will  raise  np  some  otlieis  after  me,  of  abler  estates  & 
opener  liearts  &  hands  to  add  larger  additions  to  these  weake  beginnings  or 
to  begin  some  others  that  may  be  more  useful!  then  those. 

*  ^       "        --i--  *  =!:  *  *  * 

An<l  for  the  Three  hundred  pounds  which  I  have  given  to  the  Towne  of 
Boston  to  build  a  Condit.  a  ^larket  house  &  'J'owne  house  with  a  Liljrary 
Grannere  &  Arrnore,  as  I  have  be  fore  mentione(l  if  the  towne  of  Hoston 
shall  slight  or  undervalue  this  gift  or  my  good  will  to  them  therein  &  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  goe  about  i!c  finish  these  sevfall  buildings  in  manner  &. 
time  boforc  mentioned  ratlier  then  they  willie  troubled  itli  it.  or  add  any- 
thing of  theire  owne  for  the  finisheing  of  it,  then  inj' will  is  that  this  gift  of 
300'''.  given  to  Boston  for  the  uses  of  those  buildings  before  mentioned  shall 
utterly-  cease  and  become  voyd  in  resjiect  of  J'.oston  &  those  gil'tes  that  I  have 
given  with  relation  to  those  buililings  as  my  IJookcs  to  the  Library  or  any 
others  of  them  that  1  have  [l.")??.]  not  before  ]>rovided  for  ordered  shalbe  \. 
remaine  to  the  sole  use  of  thi.-  Colliilge  at  Cambridge  in  the  same  manner 
tiiat  I  have  ordered  the  former  ]20'''.  in  Corne  for  the  poore  in  iJoston,  in 
ease  tlie  Deacons  or  Towne  shall  refuse  or  licglect  to  give  security  for  the 
princijiall  stocke  as  before  is  mentioneil. 

M\'  true  meaning  herein  is  tliis  that  if  the  Towne  of  ]^)Oston  shall  sett 
upon  one  or  two  of  these  workes  &  neglect  or  refuse  to  carry  on  the  rest  (or  some 
of  the  other  that  I  iiave  mentioned  happely  being  done  by  the  Towne  before 
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I  dye)  asif  thev  slioulil  biiilil  only  the  Coiulit  vV  Mnrki't  liouso  v!i  not  a  Towiies 
lioiise  or  Library  Gallere  or  a  Granncro  Arinore  not  a  Condit  or 
irarkct  bouse  v<:«.  then  my  will  is  that  my  cxocuto''  bliall  givo  only  such  a 
projiortiou  of  this  Tiirec  Iniiulrotli  pounds  as  that  v  orku  or  buiMinp-  ^hall 
come  too,  they  set  upon  on]y  in  relatii^n  to  this  gilt  of  r.iync.  eonipared 
iriih  the  vahte  of  the  other  b\iildin'j;s  that  I  have  likcNs-ise  mentioned  but  tliey 
Lave  left  \r.idoue  thai  whai  iij^on  that  aocoiint  shalbe  reserved  of  the  000  ". 
shalbe  for  the  use  of  the  Colliilge  of  Canibridge.  as  I  have  given  tlie  -whole 
S00-'->.  in  case  the  refuse  or  neglect  to  finish  all  those  buildings  or  any  of 
them  witliin  two  or  three  yeares  after  my  death  as  before  I  have  ordered. 

*******<:** 
And  concerning  niy  bookes  that  I  have  given  to  begin  the  Library  with  all 
in  lioston,  my  will  is  that  my  brotlier  Willsoii  &.  M''  >>orton  Eld"  at  P>o>ton 
or  the  teaching  Eld'^  that  shall  at  the  time  of  niy  death  (after  my  wife  and 
son  Benjamiue  have  made  clioyee  of  some  bookes  for  theire  ownc  use  as  I 
have  before  expressed)  may  be  rei]tiested  to  take  paines  to  view  over  the  rest 
of  my  bookes  &  stich  as  they  shall  judge  lilt  for  that  use  to  take  a  jiticul'^  note 
or  inventory  of  them  &  so  to  take  them  into  there  owne  keeping  or  to  leave 
them  with  my  execiito''  if  they  will,  till  the  time  mentioned  in  this  vi  ill  be  ac- 
complished, that  if  the  townc  of  Boston  should  not  within  tluee  yeares  after 
my  death  build  a  handsome  roome  for  a  Lil)raiy  &  anoth''  for  the  Eld'^  & 
Sc'ioll'^  to  walke  mcete  in,  as  before  I  have  expressed,  that  then  they  may 
[lo7-]  be  delivered  to  tlie  President  or  some  of  the  Overseers  of  Heibert 
Collidge  in  C'ambriilge  to  be  jdaced  as  my  gift  or  addition  to  that  ]^ibrary  that 
is  already  begun  there. 

********** 

Therefore  I  doe  here  airainc  declare  all  that  which  is  contained  before  in  nine 
shcetcs  of  pajicr  writt  with  my  owne  hand  in  all  the  sides  thereof  &  more  jiar- 
ticularly  exi)resscd  in  the  Sil  page  y""  of  with  all  that  is  added  to  it  in  this  page 
37  to  bo  my  last  Will  &  Testament  &  my  son  ^lajor  lienjaminc  Keayne  to 
be  sole  executor  thereof  i  my  lovcing  frcinds  mentioned  in  the  lower  endo 
of  page  30  to  be  the  overseers  of  it. 

In  AViitnes  vhereof  as  there  so  here  againo  I  have  putt  to  my  hand  &  sealc 
in  the  p'sence  of  these  whose  names  &  handcs  are  hereunder  written  this 
December  2s,  lG5r. 

1{oi;i:t!t  Kf.avm;  <.t  a  scale 

Jojix  WiLT.sox  Edw  Tixg 

l;jCiiAED  Pap.klu         L'oux  Huj.i- 

Er>\v  ErLiiTcnEj: 

[274.]  Alt  a  County  Court  held  at  Boston  2d  of  I^Iay  lOSG 
:M^  .Tolin  AVilson  Son.  M^  Eichard  I'arkcr  &  Ji^dward  Tyng  deposed  before 
the  Court  that  Ca]i'  Jiobert  ]\eaync  at  y-'  times  meiitoned  in  the  thirty  sixt 
page  &  thirty  sevei:th  pag.  did  call  them  in  and  declared  these  nine  sheets  of 
paper  one  jjage  to  be  liis  last  will  &  testament  v"c  sawo  him  signc  and  scale 
tlic  same  &  y'  they  know  of  no  otlier  will  w"!''  was  approved  of  by  y'^  Court  as 
attests 

Edava);])  IIawsox  Pecorder 

[III  Murgin,  page  273.] 

At  a  Count V  Court  for  SufTolke  lield  at  ]5o>ton 

2:)'-"-  Janur"  A"  1C33 
The  Executo'-  within  nominated  of  the  last  will  of  Capt"  Pobort  Kcyne 
sometime  of  Boston  decc'^  hereto  annexed  being  both  dead !  Power  of 
Adm"^-^"^  of  estate  of  s'^  Cap'''  Keync  is  granted  unto  Nicholas  Paige  and 
Anna  liis  wife  Grand  daught"  of  s'^"  Robert  Iveyne  to  pursue  the  performance 
of  hi?  will  in  what  remains  to  be  done  therein,  they  to  give  ]5ond  of  one 
thousand  ]>ound*  to  execute  the  same,  their  own  bond  being  accepted  hy 
Court  is  accordingly  taken 

Attest  Is^  Apr>i\GTOX  CP" 
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Acts,  published,  -li?. 

Adam?.  John,  70,71.  S5. 

Adams,  Samuel.  7-4r,  S4. 

Andros,  Sir  E.,  35,  37. 

Armory,  53,  1G4,  100,  ICO. 

Arra.=,  Colony  and  Eoyal,  61,  G-1,  9.3. 

destroyed,  03,  Hi. 
Artillery  Co.,  Ancient  and  HonoraMc, 
27,  41,  1C3,  IGS. 

Badger,  Commodore,  121. 

Balcony  or  gallery,  35,  iO,  43,  50,  53, 

64,  C5,  00,  02,  94. 
Boston  Gazelle,  93. 
lioston  ^Magazine,  94. 
Bowdoin.  Gov.  James,  94. 
Bowen,  Picture  of  Boston,  103,  107. 
Bnizers  building,  23,  24,  25. 
Briiisli  Coffee  Hou=e,  SO. 
Bunker  Hill,  battle  of,  91. 

Cadets,  corps  of,  50,  90. 
Castle,  the,  50,  80. 
Cellars,  31. 

Chantrey,  statue  by,  105. 
Chimneys,  54. 
Church,  Oid  Brick,  92. 

Old  South,  Cr>,  84. 
City  Hall,  104,  107.  147,  153. 
Clerk,  town.  r>S,  CO. 

of  the  House,  75. 
Clock,  town,  53. 
Closet,  4S. 
Codfish,  the,  CI  ,  C4. 
Conuuissioners,  27. 
Conduit,  27,  33,  34,  1 05-109. 
Congress,  90. 

Council-chamber,  40,  43,  45,  47,  49, 
50,  57,  CI,  70,  79. 


:  Court,  General,  27,  30,  37,  42,  164. 
Supreme,  37,  43,  49,  80. 
Court  House,  Stone,  105,  147. 
new,  149. 
Levcrett  st.,  151. 

Declaration  of  Independence,  92. 
Deputies,  number  of,  51. 
Doshon,  !Mosos,  carver,  01. 
Desk,  Speaker's,  02. 
Dial,  53. 
i  Dimton,  John,  31. 

I  Ellis,  Eev.  Rafus,  19. 

I  Engine,  fire,  61. 

j  Evacuation  of  Boston,  92. 

i  Exchange,  merchants',  32,  lOS. 

Eauouil,  arms  of,  140. 

•    Hall,  CO,  GO,  09,.  77,  98,  104. 
144-147. 

Tires,  30,  34,  44,  57,  105,  109,  140. 
Fort  Hill,  35. 

Franqiielin,  ma]>  of  Boston,  33. 

Freemasons,  103,  104. 

French  troojis  welconied,  94. 
j  Funerals,  public^.  50. 
! 

Gage,  Gov.  Thomas,  90. 
Gallery  {see  Balcony),  02,  70,  88,  104, 
109. 

Garrison,  William  L.,  113. 
Goelet,  Capt.  Francis,  00. 
Governor,  messages  from,  62. 
Grammar-school  Inspectors,  49. 
Granary,  27,  105,  108. 
Gray's  ropewalk,  81. 
Green,  Samuel,  A.,  address  by,  110. 
Green  chamber,  the,  53. 
Gridlcy,  Col.  Kichard,  60. 
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Hales'  Survey  of  Boston,  100.  | 
Ha'.f-sQuarc  Court,  25.  | 
Hancock,  Gov.  John,  SS,  90.  ! 
Healllis,  drinking:  of,  42.  .  I 

Hersey,  Aid.  Cli.arlcs  H.,  address  by,  j 
IS.  ! 
Howe,  Gen.,  91. 

Hutchinson,  Gov.  Tliomas,  SO,  S3,  85. 
SS,  SO. 
house  burnt,  73. 

Independence,  birth  of,  72. 

Joy,  Tho:nas,  builder,  30. 
Josselyn,  Thomas,  31. 

Keayne,  Capt.  Eohert,  2i.  2C>,  27. 

founds  the  Town  House,  31. 

signature,  23. 

v-ill,  1G.3-1G0. 
Kidd,  Gapt.  AVilliam,  tried,  40. 
Knowles,  Commodore,  57. 

Lechford,  account  by,  2C. 
Legishiture,  at  Canibridg-e,  SG,  SS. 

at  Salem,  00. 

at  A\'atertown,  91,  93. 

returned  toTSo^ton.  93,  94, 
97. 

Lexington,  battle  of,  91. 
Libert}-  tree,  73. 

Library,  town,  27,  3:;,  104,  1G5,  1C9. 

Limestone  founil,  40. 

Lion  and  Unicorn,  G4.  141,  144. 

Lobby,  43,  40. 

Long,  Gov.  Juhii  D..  121. 

LouLsburg,  capture  of,  50,  55. 

^Magazine,  the  public,  IGG. 
Market  House,  1G3,  1G7.  1G9. 

place,  24,  32,  liM,  107,  1G8. 
Mas.-achusetts  Magazine,  the,  C3,  95. 
OS, 

jreeting-hou.<e.  First,  25,  42,  44,  49, 

53,  81,  1G5. 
Jlodel  of  Town  lIou>e.  2S,  1G4. 
Molineaux,  William,  S2. 

Neal,  Daniel,  description  by,  40. 


Old  South  Church,  GO,  84. 
Old  State  House  (sec  Siaie  Rouse) . 
Otis,  Harrison  Gray,  address  by,  111. 
Otis,  James,  70,  SO. 

Taintcr's  bill  in  1773,  04. 
Pemberton,  Thomas,  description  by, 
97. 

Pe])perrell.  Sir  AA'illiain,  55,  50. 
Phips,  Sir  William,  3S. 

Dame  !Mary,  39. 
Pillars,  53,  1G4. 
Pillory,  the,  105. 

Population  of  Boston,  34,  38,  40,  54. 
Port  Bill,  tlie  Boston,  00. 
Portraits  mentioned,  IS,  02,  05,  72,  85, 
91. 

Post  Office,  108. 
Pownal,  Gov.  Thomas,  C8 
Pratt,  Chief  Justice,  70. 
Prayers,  public,  47. 
Press-gang,  trial  of,  70. 
Preston,  Capt.,  trial  of,  82. 
Prorogation,  42, 
Province  House,  tlx',  01. 

Quebec,  43. 
Queen  Anne,  41. 
Quelch,  Capt.  John,  42. 
Quincy,  Josiuh,  Jr.,  87. 

Re-dedication,  17. 
Registry  of  Deeds,  45. 
Representatives'  ILill,  37,  43,  52,  02, 

C3,  95,  OS. 
Revolution  of  IGSS,  35. 
Rogers,  Isaiah,  100. 
Royal  J'L.xcliange  Tavern,  CO. 

Salmon,  Robert,  104,  109. 
Seal,  Colony,  142. 

Sewall,  Samuel,  extracts  from  diary  of, 
30,  37,  41,  42,  43,  40,  47,  4S,  40,  50. 
51. 

Shaw's  History  of  Boston,  102. 
Shirley,  Gov.  AVilliam,  02. 
Shops,  32.  54,  101. 
Siege  of  Boston,  91. 
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Snyik-r,  Claistopbcr,  kilK-.l,  81. 
Sl>v.'aker,  51,  52, 
Stairway,  circular.  G2,  155. 
Stamp  Act  riots,  To,  75. 
State-street  riots,  SI,  S2. 
State  House,  old,  cngravinirs  of,  10,  II, 
12,  13. 

founded,  23. 

model,  2S,  lG-1. 

description  of  the  first, 
28,  20. 

paid  for,  30. 

tenants,  31,  32,  101,  103, 
104. 

head-quarters  again?t.\u- 

dros,  35. 
used  by  Legisl.iture,  37, 

94. 

council-clianibor  in,  3S. 
burn^t  in  1711,  44. 
rebuilt,  -15,  125,  129. 
arrangement  of ,  47,  50 
public  sales  at,  forbidden, 
52. 

repaired,  54. 

riot  against  press-gangs, 
57. 

burnt  in  1747,  58,  59,  GO. 
rebuilt,  120,  111. 
described  in  1750  by  Goc- 

let,  61. 
town  offices  in  Fanueil 

Hall,  CO. 
described  in  1701,  C3. 
refusal  to  clean,  G7. 
described  l>y  John  Adam?, 

70,  71. 
galleries  in,  70. 
.  troops  lodged  in,  73. 
injured  by  ])ritish  troops, 

91. 

used  by  the  State,  91. 
peace  proclaimed  at,  94. 
Hancock  installed  :it,  94. 
■\Va5liinglon  received  at, 
95. 

described  in  1704, 97. 


Slate  House,  sold  to  the  town,  00. 

doicribeJ  in  1817,  102. 
described  in  1820,  103. 
injured  by  fire  in  1825, 
105. 

used  as  City  Hall,  107. 
dcscribod  in  1838,  107. 
fire  in  1832,  100. 
leased  by  the  city,  110. 
injured    by  alterations, 
110. 

restored  in  1881,  110. 
new,  07. 

Subscribers  to  first  Town  House,  12G, 
120. 

Table,  Council,  47. 
Tea  Party,  Boston,  69. 
Tenants,  101,  103,  104. 
Thanksgiving  Day,  177G,  04. 
\  Thompson  Family,  25. 
Toplitt's  Xewsroom,  108. 
Towu  House,  IGS.    (See,  also,  Sfaie 
House.) 
first,  125,  12G,  127,  128, 
129. 

rebuilt,  129,  141. 
Town  meetings,  4G. 
Trials,  10. 

Triumphal  Arch,  05. 
Troops  removed,  8C. 

Views,  engraved,  notice  of,  10,  11,  12, 
13. 

Voters,  2G,  20,  42,  88. 

■Waldo,  Gen,  Samuel,  5G. 
Warrun,  Admiral  Sir  Peter,  55,  GG. 
Wa.hburn,  William,  107. 
■\Vaihiugton,  George,  95. 

statue  of,  105. 
"Watertown,  Legislature  at,  90. 
AVhitmore,  AYilliam  H.,  address  by,  22, 
"Wilder,  Marshall  P.,  address  by,  119. 
Willard,  Secretary,  letter  of,  50. 
AVitelicruft,  trials,  30. 
Writs  of  Assistance,  70,  72. 


